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THE 
HISTORY 


Of the Late 


\ Conſpiracy, &c. 


Ince the late Conſpiracy in this 
Kingdom; has been for ſome 
time the Principal Obje&t of 
the Curiolity of the Public, 
and ſince it may firnith -us 

with ſogreat a Variety of Important 

Inſtructions 3 'tis preſum'd the Hiſtory 

of it will be equally uſeful 2nd accepta- 

ble to the preſent Age and to Po- 
ſerity, 
Here future Ages may behold a 

{4 King, variouſly Cenſur'd and Repre- 

ſcated by the leveral Partics of Man- 

B, kind ; 


The Hiſtory of the 


= _ [kind ; Jov'd by ſome, hated by others, 
E tar ” bur cſteem'd by all, tho' in ſo different 
tan ditis Mr- 4 manner, that ſome Conſpire his 
46d Bay Death for the ſame Reaſons that pre- 
river, forthei: vaild w ith others to offer him a 
Greatcnd M-Crown: A Prince to whom his 
encofas © Subic & own themlelves indebted 
Popery and for Immorral Obligations, ang whom 
00% his Enemies for that very Rcalon 
ONES BE. Was ACCILC as the Author of all thcir 
ms = 3 tþe MiiStortunes : Advanc'e by the Gra- 
= m—— titude of the oge, render'd Illuſtri- 
adreſs, May gus by the Hatred of the others ; 
" 1689. The . # 
P arli amen! of endu'd with a Generous Modera- 
Scotland | , tion, that raiſes him above bis For- 
Fa — Remo tune, and makes him the ablolute 
kiverance mi Maſter of Is Paſhons. 
T0 "of Here the Reader mY ftind Gentle- 
knowled?'d im MEN and Ofhc ers d [honoring ther 
_ co Gor Bart? 1 and Character by acting the 
ons rms, UnManly part of Murderers3 a bar- 
nh nſw. r barons Allaſtination carry'd on un- 
94 His de &r the ſpectous pretext of a Milt- 
r,tary Ex: xditionz a hanuful of Trai- 
tors Conti iins the rum of the 
public Liberty, and rezdy by -one 
cio Plow to cxccutc their per- 
niC10us ielong a Secret that had 
42s eX1tly y Nncea'd for NY Years, 


difcover'd by Feur Men in $ix x Days; 
The 
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Late Conſpiracy. 
The King not only aſſiſted by Pro: 
yidence, but eftabliih'd by the trea- 
cherous Malice of his Enemies. en- 
dear'd to his Subjets by the Great- 
nels of the Common Danger, and 
receiving new Aſſurances of their 
Aﬀection and Fidelity ; E- g/and once 
more deliver'd ; The Prince and the 
People 1nleparably united by mutual 
Obligations, and more than ever in 
a condition to procure aid maintain 
the Peace and Happinets of Ezrope. 
This is a general View of what 
the Reacer may expect to meet with 
in the following Relationf. I have 
mark'd every particular ſtep of a 
Tranla&tion, which 1s too IMPOr- 
tant to be forgotten, rho ir can 
never be remember'd without Her- 
ror. And thit rhe 'rogreis. and 
Management © the Difion might 
appear in 1 Clearer '.1z5hrt; | have 
trac*d it t©.m 1t4. dark Original, and + 
have given a {1:ccintt Acconnt of the 
feveral Projects ard Atrempts that 
prec:««ded, or mad. way tor the Cun- 


ſpirac , 

| have taken care to furnith my 
felf v itt fach Inftructions as miohe 
enabie me co compoſe an exact ti 


b 2 [}oryv. 
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The Hiſtory of the 
ſtory. I have endeavor'd to write 
without Heat and Partiality 5 nor 
was there any need of aggravating 
a Crime that is ſo black 1n its own 
nature ,, and ſo apt to poſlels the 
calmeſt Mind with a Juſt Abhorrence 
and Indignation. But, above all, I 
have been ſcrupulouſly careful to 
mention nothing but what 15 groun- 
ded upon Authentic Teſtimonies. 

To give the Reader a juſt Idea of 
the Conſpiracy, *twou'd be neceſlary 
in the Firſt place to acquaint Ium 
with the impaptance of his Majeſty's 
Life, if it were not unreaſonable to 
ſuppoſe that any Perſon can be ſo 
much a ſtranger to the Tranſactions 
of the Age he lives in, as to be ig- 
norant- of the intereſt which the Na- 
tions of Europe have in the preſerva- 
tion of that Sacred Life. 'Twas on 
him that Sparz founded the firſt hopes 
ſhe had the courage to entertain, of 
ſeeing a happy turn of her declining 
Fortune. Tis to him, next to the 
bleſſing of Heaven, that the Dutchowe 
the ſatety of their State, and the Ex- 
gliſh their Laws, Religion and Liber- 
ty. The Formerentruſted him with 
the management of all their _— | 
an 
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Late Conſp: racy. 


and the Latter made him their Sove- 
raign to ſecure their own Happineſs, 
and to prevent a return of thoſe Mi- 
ſeries from which he had deliver'd 
*em. The Allies, in general, combin'd 
together: to ere& a kind of Empire 
for him in the preſent Confederacy , 
being ſenſible that they cou'd-not de- 
fend themſelves withour his Aſfiſtance, 
and that they might, without any 
Jealouſy or Apprehenſion, rely upon 
his Integrity and Vertue, And, 
which is yet a brighter and more 
ſurprizing part of his Character, "cis 
certain that none of all thele Ho- 
nors which he enjoys, coſt him the 
trouble of Asking, The great and 
important Services, which the World 
had either receiv'd, or might expe&t 
to receive from him, were the only 
Solicitations he usd to obtain theſe 
glorious advantages. This is the on- 
ly Circumſtance of his Life, which 
ſhall be particularly confider'd in this 
place, becauſe 'tis This that will con- 
tribute moſt to give light to the tul- 
lowing Hiſtory, and This alone which 
Malice or Enyy durſt ever pretume 
to contradict. 
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6 The Hiſtory of the 
Wir of It never enter'd into the Thoughts 
ſtory of the . 
Revolutions of any cenſiderins Perſon, lays a late 
vita ge Writer, that the Prince of Orange 
4379, mas ſo fond of the Englulh Nation, as 
to undertake the ſecurity of their Li- 
bertics, at the expence of ſo much 
Treaſure, ana ſo many Fatigues, in- 
ſtead of deſtroying em, as he ought 
to have done, beim the next Fleir 
to the Crown, after the Prince of 
Wates. 

©, +1. p;.f::, I cannot forbear obſerving on this 

ro the Thrd OCCaſton, that this Author, though 

75me of 192 H'- Choſen as the fitteſt Perſon to write 


ſtory of the Re- 


wilurors i A Hiſtory of the Revolutions 1n Eng- 
England. Jad, according to the Inſtrutions ; 
and, as it appears, by the Orders of 
his Party, was, at leaſt 1n this caſe, 
a perfe:t Stranger, buth to the Af- 
fairs ard Icinper of chat Monarch. 
For, tis ccrtain that his Mijcity, in 
Jo preigoag a Junctire, cou'd not 
torge: Eglrnd, without neglecting 
his ewn Intc:Lit, and that of the 
Princuis his Confort, and without 
conienting tothe trrecoverable Ruine 
of Holl:4, of the Prumwftant Reli- 
0100 19 ccacral, and of ail the Prin- 
ces and States 1n Ezrope, both Pro- 
teſtants and Roman-Catholics, who 
cre 


Late C: onſp1rac }'. 
were equally threatn'd with unavos- * 
dable dettruction. And beitdes_ it 
will appear that the Author of that 
Hiſtory was le!s acquainted with 
his Majeſty's Temper, than with 
his Intereſt and Affairs. 

When that generous Prince w aS 177, 


>; People 


plac'd at the Head of a potent Re-/op ': Conch 


at 'B/ FT. and 


public in the heat of his youth jm 7 
and when at the importunate foli- he was their 
citations of all the Members of that ***tholder; /- 

rep. 'Y 'a that be 
great Body, he was 2dvanc'd to luch wa; hricf'g 


a degree of Power and Grandcur Stain e Ho- 


To » |, 
0 { T7 cre 


might have enabl'd him ro EXECUte cg fie >; + 
whatever his Ambition cou'd have en im. Bur 


CN a 


prompted him to undertake ; *tis,,7 50 
known, that he made no' other uſep'., une is 
of {o inviting an opportunity, than Pe vor tor 
to ſettle a good correſpondence be OO 
twixt the Magiſtrates and the Pe9- 

ple. *Tis known that herctus'd the 4s 16-4. 77 
Sovereignty of Guelgerlaud, winch R put of 1:52 
was offered to him, bcecaulz he er. ,n E 5 5k 
wou'd not confirm the jealouly of «2 24 + 


ſme Periuns who womng to di read” 

the conlequences of fiich an Inno: md Crouty of 
vation. And even when an attcinpt 7 45 of = 
was made to bribe his Veriug w1 ith's, = 4 
the alluring proſpect of the Save." \"IIRCE 
raiznty of the Xetherlena:, and 2,1. 11-9, 9 


B 4 promiſe 


T he Hiſtory of the 


promiſe to favour and ſupport his 
pretenſions to Enzland, at a time 
when he cou'd not expect to main- 


Tir ne91%) tain his Right without the aſliſtance 
theſe Propoſals that was propos d to him z 'Uis known 
w-r mad: by that he rejected the tempting Offer, 


and that his Enemies cou'd not for- 
bear admiring a Moderation that 
broke all their meaſures, and con- 
vince'd *em that he wou'd never be 
prevail'd with to accept a Crown 
on the inglorious Condition of de- 
ftroying thule who had a Title to 
Is Pro eftion. | 

'Tis from fuch Inſtances as theſe 
thit we ourht to Form an Idea 

' his Vajuity's Temper, rather than 
tym he rroundlels conjectures of a 
by4i/s'd larcy, And all theactions of 
hs Lite zre io many convincing De- 
1morltrations,, that he has always 
lok'd ujon it, both as his Duty 
and Interctt, to preſerve, rather than 
[6] ucltroy the Peonle. 
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"aol, * *Twas in purſuance of this Ma- 


\;. Xim, that wile there was any hope 


Srewart. And win the Corrt of Eng'and endeavor'd to perſwade the 
0: t,945 was 2 [ripoſeriti ons Litter, and that it did nor give a 


yo 


«* of ity Hghnjſos Sentlrnents, having publijh'd a Book to 
cad Pariamentum Paciticum ; Mr. Fagel complain'd 


F j "We , 
a Tio? Declarat: JN 


' 4. fongenuity of their Proccerings, and by a ſecond Letter 
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he bad formerly j21t in their Highneſſes Name. 
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Late Conſpiracy. 

lefr of compoſing the Diſorders in 

Exzland, without having recourſe to 

the laſt, and moſt violent Remedy, 

he endeavour'd tro prevent the Ruin 

of his Father in Law, and the Mti- 

ſeries that threaten'd the Nation, by 

tendering 'an advice which that 

Prince had the misfortune to reje. 

This is undoubted Matter of Fact, 

and conſequently, ought to make a 

ſtronger impreſſion upon us than 

if it were only a probability groun- 

ded on "lauſible Preſumptions. * Nor 4x the 
jas he either (o aſily pre- 11, 6,9 

was c cne On OT C y P II. he rejefed 

vaiPd with to go over to England, the advice and 


for he deferr'd that Expedition tall apo = 


he cou'd delay it no longer, without Brandenburg ; 
negle&ing at once his Honor, Con- 94 »en that 


. Prince 1 
ſcience and Intereſt. bove man's 


him to 
to England, he reply'd chat he wou'd never make any Attempt —_—_ 
t he King his Fath:y in Law, without an abſolute neceſſity ; but at the 
[ame erme be proteſted that if he cou'd nos otherwiſe prevent the ſubvere 
ſton of the Laws and Religion of England, he wou'd undertake the Vay. 
age, tho" be jſhou'd be ovlig'd to Embark in a Fijher-boat. 


Theſe who exclaim againſt fo 
many Sovereigns for favouring the 
deſcent in Enzlind, do at the fame 
tacitely acknowledge, that 'twas then 
the general opinion of thole Prin- 
ces, that their common Safety and 
the 
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T he Hiſtory of the 
the Liberty of Eurove depended up- 
on the {uccels of that Expedition : 
And 'tis plain from the event that 
they were not deceiv'd. 
1he Prince of Orange*s arrival 
in Enzland filld the World with an 
impatient expectation of the ap- 
proaching Criſis that was to deter- 
mine the Fate of Emrope, Every 
Man was an attentive Spectator of 
a Revoluticn in which All were ſo 
nearly concern'd ; and none but ſuch 
who are uncapable of regarding the 
public tatercſt, can bs tuppos'd to 
be unacq uainted with the Circum- 
ſtances of lo important a TranſaCctt- 
on : And therciore, inſtead of en- 
tertaining the Reader with 1 particu- 
lar account cf his prelu Majeſty's 
Procecdings on that occiiion, 1 ſhall 
content my ſelf with oblerving in 
the general; rhat *rwas his firſt and 
pricicipal deſire, that a Parltameat 
might be caiid to lettle the affairs 
of the Nations That, to ſecure that 
great Ailembly from the apprehen- 
ſion of any diſturbance or conſtraint, 
he offcr'd to retire Threeſcore Miles 
from the Capital City, provided 
King 7amess Army wou'd withdraw 


. to 
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Late C onſptracy. 11 


to an-equal diſtance, That, when , 77 Enemies 
the late King fell into his Hands, #4 
he ſufferd him to make his eſcape, das this Efe# 
without conſidering the dangers to 7, 0999 
which the Lite of an implucable E- Mifory of the 
nemy, wou'd 1n all probability ex Pom mn 
poſe him. That afterwards he cr- $. he 48 
der'd his Forces to March out of 1 Gulicln.% 
the Places, where the Members of EN 
the approaching Convention were claring the 
tobe choſen, that the Elections might Rights and 
be manag'd with an abſolute Free- the Subjetts 
dom. That at laſt the Repreſenta- *9regulare rhe 
tives of the Nation , of their own the Crown. 
accord, deciard the Throne vacant, 
and preſented lim with a Crown 
which he had ncver demanded. 
'Twill not I hope be deny'd, even 
by our Ei: mics, that Exeland Is too 
potent a Nation, wud tyo Cconfider- 
able in zi] re!;.cc:, to be frighted 
into' a {erviie compliaiiancez and tov 
Wi'c and Proviont to make fo 
Ereat an Alter2t0n, Without confi- 
dering both its Nature and Conſe- 
quences. Ard tuerefore, ſince the 
Repreſentatives of ſuch a Nation 
look d vpoun this as the only Expe- 
dient to ſecure their Liberty ; thre 
Frince to whom they made their 
addzcis 


T he Hiſtory of the 
addreſs cou'd neither fancy himſelf 
wiſer than ſo great a People, who 
defir'd his Protection, and offer'd him 
the Crown after long and mature 
deliberations; nor prefer ſome pri- 
vate conſiderations before the gene- 
ral Good of a whole Nation, or ra- 
ther of many Nations, whoſe In- 
tereſts were link'd together. Tis 
plain that an ACtion of this Nature 
may be either cenſur'd or commen- 
ded according to the Principle from 
which we derive it, and that the 
Judgment we give .in ſuch Caſes 
depends on the Intention we aſcribe 
to the Ator ; and conſequently there 
is nothing but Prejudice and Ill. na- 
ture that can hinder us from acqui- 
eſcing in the Juſtice of his Majeſty's 
Proccedings. 

Satyr may raiſe Suſpicions, or in- 
vent Crimes, and afterwards endea- 
vour to faſten the imaginary Guilt 
upon thole whom ſhe reſolves to 

Hiforyof che Attack : But unbyals'd Hiſtory judges 
i ina Prince's Actions by his Deportment 
ng'. ww upon other occaſions. Thoſe who 
fancy it unreaſonable to ſuppole thar 

one may be King of England, or e- 

ven Heir to the Crown, without 

En: 
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Late Conſpiracy. I3 
endeavouring to deſtroy the Nation, 
will never be able to comprehend the 
Motives that ſhou'd oblige his Ma- 
jeſty to expole his Perion for the 
preſervation of his People: They 
know not, or at leaſt do not conſider, 
that a true King may be diſtinguiſh'd 
by the ſame marks by which Solomon 
diſtinguiſh'd the true Mother. How- 
ever, 'tis certain that all the ſpite- 
ful Reproaches which are levell'd 
againft his Majeſty for accepting the 
Crown, rebound with greater force 
upon the Nation that preſented it 
to him; and thet thole who are 
polleſ(s'd with ſo Brutiſh a Fury, as 
to. imagine rhat he may be Afﬀaſit- 
nated without a Crime, becauſe he 
ſuffer'd our Reprelentatives to place 
him upon the Throne, do at the 
ſame time pronounce a bloody Sen- 
tence againſt the ' Parliament, and 
condema the whole Kingdom to 
Havock and Deſolation. This 1s the 
natural Tendency of the Maxims 
of that Party, and we muſt do '*em 
the Juſtice to acknowledge that 
their Actions are ſutable to their 
Principles; for it will appear _ 
; ris 
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The Hiſtory of the 
the Conſpiracy againſt the Nation! 
and the barbarous Delign againſt the 
Perſon and Government of its De- 
liverer had the (ame beginning, and 
advatc'd with equal Steps. 
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Late C onſprracy. t5 


M Eo: oO CO ny 1689. 
The Diſcovery 
was made by 8 


MMEDIATELY after His Majeſties French Prote- 


Acccilion to the Crown, he receiv'd #7, who infi- 
f , ated kimhelf 
advice from Germany and Holland, ;,;, ;þ, Er. 


and even from France, that leveral 4 Confidence 
tne C As 
Perſons were landed in Enrland with ; J oe OO 


” Prot ene 


2 reſolution to Ailaſſinate him: And ding to be" ene 


nor Io no attcr he WAS inform *q thar- gag d in the 
O ſame deſign. He 


they had leit the Kingdom, becaute w.ts bindey'a by 

they cou'd nct find an oppe rivity/ —_— Accis 
Venus, OM fie 

to execute their Deſign, Ir. {ic Wy « 


17 ſuch time 
that He eithcr did not bei;cve, or, { Nirice ro the 


Coun that ti} 
{ ry }V, *F-rY Mſg he 
at leaſt, did not mh road mÞ heſe 1's inks 


Informations 3 but Ho cou not bebe arprobended. 


hold X wy, [1 $16 orXxm, the ye, Plovery 
TE es ; 2 MUNIC A 
Dangers thet Hi tins his Subj. ts, ; :c/nHollard, 
Thr war 4 Co BIpiracy aifco- 79 Jeme zealous 
ogg ; ; % LIME * of the 
VET () $0 \., $ 16 TL the ſecret Gor Ven momt * 
Enun:.+ ver ment had ard, in Eng- 
form - :  nm#ﬀher fuch as mY 604 aly 
' [ ) NCcy. 
WCr! . | © IT their F1- 
de! .: 0 12 to His Majeſty, 
to (ct - E4-2:brr-h on Fire 
In Cv | 5t vifercnt places, 
an 1: retire to the Highs 
linas : | V2'E NCt the main 


Eflorts 


The Hiſtory of the 
Efforts of the Difaffeted Party, nor 
the principal Difficulties with which 
the Government was obligd to 
encounter. 

The Late King having put him- 
ſelf at the Head of his Party in Jre- 
{and, had reduc'd the Proteſtants of 
that Kingdom to great Extremities. 
If he had conſulted his Intereſt, he 
wou'd never have made fo falſe a 
ſtep, in a juncture that wou'd have 
requird all the Caution and Dexte- 
rity of the moſt reiin'd Politician 
bur it ſeems he cou'd not reſiſt the 
impetuous Motions of a Council of 
French and 1riſh Bigots, who were 
accuſtom'd to govern him. *Twill 
perhaps be expected, that I ſhou'd 
take this occaſion tro attempt that 
Prince's Character , but I mult con- 
feſs, I have not courage enough to 
venture upon ſo nice a Task. For 
'tis certain that, in ſuch a caſe, the 
moſt ſcrupulous Caution can hardly 
preſerve an Author from tranſgreli- 
ſing the narrow Limits that are pre- 
ſcrib'd to him, by the reſpe& which 
is due to thoſe, whoſe Honour, as 
well as their Lives, ought to be Sa- 
cred 


Late Conſpiracy. 
cred even to their Enemies. Few 
-are capable of managing a Subject 
# of this Nature with a tender and 
F ay Hand ; and even the modeſteſt 
+ Performances 1n this kind are ©b- 
noxious tH the unjuſt Cenſures of a 
byaſsd Reader. And therefore, in- 
ſtead of aſſuming the Liberty to 
ſpeak of his Perſon, I ſhall content 
my ſelf with making ſome Reflexions 
upon the Proceedings of his Coun- 
cil, which I cou'd not omit without 
rendering my Work obſcure and de- 
tective. 

"Twas the Opinion of every judi- 
ctous Perſon, who oblerv'd their 
Maxims and Conduct, thar, even 
from the beginning, they gave the 
World too plain a 'view of their 
Deſigns, and proceeded with tov 
haſty an eagernels in the Execution 
of Jem. 

«Here, under their wonted pretext b this account 
of diſpenſing with the Laws, they 7 ve. nee 


magnify'd nor 
, multiply'd the Diſorders that were committed by the Government. They 
* were either correfied by the Late King himſelf, upon the News of the 
= Prince's Expedition, or after his Flight, by the Convention. The Laws 
that were made upon that occaſion by the Parliaments of England and 
Scotland, are undoubted Teſtimonies of the ſeveral Attempts that were 
made to ſubvert our Laws and Religion ; nor will any rcaſonable Perſon 
expe any other Arguments to prove tle Truth of a matter of Fa, of 
which all the Inhabitants of theſe Nations wer? eithry Eye or Ear bi" ts 
meſſes. Cc ” + J- 


The Hiſtory of the 
eftabliſh'd an Eccleſiaſtical Commi- 
ſion that was equally terrible to the 
Church and to the State, The In-} 
corporations were diſpoſſe(s'd of their * 
Charters, the Council was fill'd with 
Roman-Catholics, and the Univerlt- & 
ties were depriv'd of their Privileges, 
The Temporal Lords were oblig'd 
either to quit their Places or renounce 
their Religion, the Biſhops were im- 
priſon'd, and an Jriſþ Army was 
brought into the Kingdom in time 
of Peace. 

In Scotland, they were 1o far from 
obſerving any meaſures, that they 
look'd upon it as too mean a Con- | 
deſcenſion to preſerve the leaſt re- 
gard for the Laws. They perſwa- f 
ded the King to aſſume a Deſpotic ? 
Power, and taught him to uſe a / 

: 


Language which til! then was un- 
known to the Free-born People of - 
Great Britain for they had he 
conhdence to make him declare that, 
See hi Pro- by virtue of his Soveraign Authority 
rr __ and Abſolute Power, he abrogated the 
&z4m Acts of Parliament that were madc 

againſt the Roman-Catholics, 

The untycceisfulneſs of the At- 
tempt was a convincing APIPY 
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of the temeriry of the Proje&, but 
cou'd not oblige its Contrivers to 
alter their meaſures, as it appears 


W by their Condud in Jrelaxd, for the 


| Promiſes that were made in King 
& James's Name to the Proteſtant In- 
habitants of that Kingdom, both 
' before and after his arrival among 
'£m, cou'd not prote& em from the 
barefac'd violence of their Tyrannical 
Oppreſlors. , 
Their Effe&s, Cattle, Wool, Mo- 
ney and Merchandizes, were ſeiz'd 
and employ'd in the maintaining of 
a War againſt thee Friends 1n Eng- 


N land ; Their Lands were laid walte, 


| their Houles pillag'd, and the Bene- 


> fiices beſtow'd on their ancient and 


moſt implacable Enemies the Prieſts. 
The A# of Settlement, which was 
the only ſecurity they cou'd depend 
upon, was violated, and the Roman 
Catholics were authoriz'd by the Go- 
vernment to take Pofſefſon of their 
Eſtates. Both the Proteſtant RelL 
gion and thoſe who profels'd it were 
in a manner proſcrib'd, and expos'd 
as 2 Prey to thoſe who were equal- 
ly prompted by intereſt and incli- 


nation to deſtroy 'em. The People 
C 2 were 


o 
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were perſecuted and murder'd by | 


their domineering Enemies, who were 
rather encourag'd than puniſh'd for 
their Barbarity. They were forc'd 
to reſign their Churches, and were 
even deny'd the liberty of meeting 
together to perform their Devoti- 
ons. At laſt all the Proteſtants 1n 
Dublin were ſecur'd ; and when the 
Priſons were full, the Churches 
were turn'd to Goals. Theſe dilor- 
ders are particularly deſcrib'd by 
Dr. King, th-3 Biſhop of that Country, who 
Ee IEEE had the misfortyne to be a conſt- 
r\ then Dean ef derable Sharer in the COMMON Ca- 
Book enieal, [AIDE 
The State of the Proteſtants of Ireland under the Government of 


the late King. The whole Book is ſull of Inſtances of this Nature, 
of which 1 have not mention'd the Twentieth part. 


The King was ſo ſenſibly touch'd 
with the deplorable Condition of 
Ireland, that he relolv'd to go 
thither in Pcrſon, tho? he plac'd an 
entire confidence in the * Perſon 
whom he had entruſted with the 
commend of his Forces: And that 
generous Undertaking was ſo viſibly 
attended with the Bleſling of Hea- 
ven, that in the ſpace of Three 
Momhs he reduc'd Two Third parts 
Ef | of 


* The Duke of 


$chomberg. 
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of the Kingdom, and gave his E- 
nemies a Fatal blow which broke 


all their Meaſures, and ruin'd their 
 uojuſt Hopes, 'Twas by the wile 
- DireMion of that Providence which 
© kad fo often deliver'd him from the 


Hands of bloody Traitors, and pre- 
ſerv'd a Life that was to be expos'd 
to more honorable Dangers, that 
the Wound he receiv'd at the Boyz 
my” occaſion to a falſe Report of 
is Death, which occaſion'd as pub- 
lic a joy in France, as the true ac- 
count of his Victories did in This, 


* and all the other Nations of E#- 
* rope. 


The Parliament thank'd him for 


f expoling that Life to the greateſt 


Dangers, on wbich the Fate of Iro- 
teſtants, and the common Liberty of 
all Europe depended: And the hap» 


2 py Change that appear'd every where 
7 1n the public Aﬀiirs on that occa- 
# ſion, isa more than ſufficient Ground 
+ to vingicate that Iluſtrious Body 
from the Imputation of Flattery, 


People were furpriz'd to find them- 


Y ſelves ſafer in the midſt of a bloody 
2 War, than they were in time cf 
| Peace: The Switzers were no lon- 


C 3 ger 
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ger apprehenſive of their incroaching 


Neighbour : The Proteſtant Religion 
was preſerv'd without any prejudice 
to the Roman-Catholics: The Prin- 
ces and States upon the Rhine were 
either ſecur'd from Danger, or in a 
condition-to defend themſelves : An 
eff:&ual ſtop was put to the Pre- 
tenſions and Conqueſts of the Cham- 
bers of Metz and Briſac ; the Electo- 
rates of Ments and Colopn were Ire- 
conquer'd, and a King of the Ro- 
2711ns was Choſen according to the 
Inclination and Intereſt of the Mem- 
bers of the Empire. Three King- 
doms were deliver'd from Oppreſhon, 
and rais'd to their wonted Glory of 
protecting their diſtreſſed Neighbors. 
The Netherlands had the farisfaction 
to obey a Governor whom they had 
long and ardently deſir'd, but cou'd 
never obtain till now. The Branches 
of the Houſe of Anfria were happily 
re-united to one another, and to 
thoic whole Intereſt *twasvto ſup- 
port 'em, Emeland and Holland re- 
ſolv'd at laſt to purſue their mutual 
Intereſt, and to cheriſh an Union 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to their 
] reſervation. France had the mor- 
tification 
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tification to ſee her ſelf exhauſted by 
the prodigious efforts ſhe was oblig'd 
to make; as the reſt of the World 
had the ſatisfaction to perceive that 
ere long ſhe woud exher be con- 
find within her ancient Limits by 
our Arms , or ruind by her own 
dear-bought Vidories. 

Theſe were the Glorious conſe- 
quences of his Majeſty's Eſtabliſh- 
ment upon the Throne of England: 
Every Nation was ſenſible of its par- 
ticular Obligations, and the Eyes of 
all the World were fix'd upon their 
Great Benefacter. Even We, who 
ow'd all the Happineſs we poſſels'd, 
or cou'd hope to enjoy, to his ge- 
nerous Aſſiſtance, and whom he had 
lately deliver d from the greateſt 
danper that ever threaten'd a Nation, 
cou'd hardly out-do the reſt of E«- 
rope in expreſiing our Gratitude and 
Aﬀection. For, after he had receiv'd 
the Bleſiings and Applauſes of his 
Subjedts, when the managing of the 
Public Intereſt requir'd his Preſence 
at the Higue, he was attended by 
a Court of Soveraigns, who ſeem d 


to come thither on purpoſe to pre- 
C 4 {ent 
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ſent him with the Compliments 
and Acknowledgments of Europe. 
Put while fo many Ilkaftrious Per- 
ſons were endeavouring with a kind 
of Emulation to expreſs their Eſteem 
for his Perſon, and the confidence 
they plac'd in his Vertue; and while 
hc was recciving the Teſtimonies of 
their Reſpe&t and AﬀeRions with a 
Modeſty that ſecur'd him from Envy 
in the midſt of his Triumphs there 
was a deſign ſet on Foot to rob the 
World of its Hope and Delight, 
by ſuch Ways and Means as are ve- 
ry rarely {uſpeted or foreſeen by 
Perlons of his Courage and Tem- 
er. 
; 'Twas about this time that a 
French Miniſter of State, whole Name 
makes an inglorious Figure in Grand- 
val's Examination, engag*'d one Du- 
mont to Atlaiſſinate his Majeſty, I 
dare not charge that Miniſter with 
the firſt contrivance of ſo deteſtable 
a Projet; fince we have ſo much 
reaſon to believe that he ated on- 
ly in purſuance of the Inſtructions 
I:: had receiv'd from thoſe whom 
he thought himſelf oblig'd to .obey. 
Tis nor without Reluctancy that I 
Eater 
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enter upon a Subject, which carries 
Horror in its Idea, and 1s fo 1incon- 
ſiſtent with the common Principles 
of Humanity, that the matter of 
Fat wou'd appear incredible if it 
were not confirm'd by unqueſtiona- 
ble Evidence. Murder in the ge- 
neral, without the aggravating cir- 
cumſtance of Aſaſſinating a Sove- 
raign, is equally accompany'd with 
Guilt and Shame; and even the moſt 
harden'd Aſſaſſins are oftentimes ſen- 
ſible of the Infamy that attends their 
Crime. Tis impoſlible to imagine 
a Provocation ſtrong enough to ex- 
cuſe either the Commutting or 
Encouraging of ſo barbarous an Adti- 
on ; nor wou'd a Man of Honor be 
tempted to execute his juſt Revengs 
by ſo diſhonorable a Way. Such 
unmanly Reſentments as theſe are 
peculiar to thoſe mean and degene- 
rous Souls, whoſe Merit conſiſts in 
Baſeneis and Envy, and who are 
only able ro defend themſelves by 
Villany and Treaſon. 

But ſuppoſing that the French Mi- 
niſters neither were, nor car'd to be 
reputed, Mea of Honor , they ought 
never to have form'd a Deſign, which 

| wou'd 
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wou'd have left an indelible ſtain 
upon the Gratitude of the Prince 
whom they pretended to ſerve. 

a, 29% * Tis known, that when ſome deſpe- 

rates of Roter- . D . 
dam impriſm'd rate Perſons in Holland offer'd their 

4 da deteſtable Service to Aſſaffinate 

French Kine. that Monarch, they were ſo far 

 Theyſent ac- from being encourag'd or protected, 

Pee of 19-?"*- that an offer was made to put 'em 
cauſier, a»def- into the Hands of thoſe whom they 
andre had injur'd. F And both the Count 
a Avaux and Mr, Dickfe/t can teſtify, 

+ Another Pro- that it has been in the Power of a 


peſalef1he a7 Prince, whoſe ſacred Life has been ſo 


naturewas made 


ro the King , often endanger'd by the Treachery of 
WHIION C Was - . . 
Prince of ©. 11S Enemies, to execute his Vengeance 


range. The Per- Upon *em by their own inglorious Me- 


fon who offer'd thods 
to undert ake the , "=e 
Murder,gavesn Belides, what cou'd be more inju- 


—_ 4 *he TOUS T0 the boaſted Glory of Lewis 
Fo 20 befoung, NIV. than that his own Miniſters 
and the Prince ſhou'd contrive a Projet which cou'd 
fre Mr. Dick- not be executed without fiizng ſo 
t immedi atc- , . X 
ly to acquaint black a ſcandal either upon his Vir- 
the Comt I'A-rye or Dignity; for he cou'd not 
Vaux with the , R , p 
»o/z Projes, decline condemning it without ren- 
dring himſelf eternally infamous, 
nor afterwards ſuffer 1t to be exe- 
cuted without proclaiming to all 
the World that he was not Maſter 


in 
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in his own Dominions. At leaft, it 


- might have been expected that the 


Projet wou'd have expir'd with its 
Author, and that the ſucceeding Mi- 
niſters wou'd be either afraid or a- 
ſham'd to purſue a Deſign that left 
{uch a Blot upon the Memory of its 
Contriver. Yet the Reader will find 
that it was carry'd on after his 
Death; and, I ſhall have occaſion to 
g1ve a particular account of its Pro- 
preſs and Succeſs, after I have ta- 

en a Succind view of the intended 
Invaſion, 

As ſoon as the Roman-Catholics in 
this Kingdom perceiy'd that there was 
a Party form'd in Jreland who had 
openly declar'd for the late King ; 
they began to carry on the ſame 
deſign here, in ſecret Cabals, tho' 
with little appearance of Succels : 
For the ſmallneſs of their Numbers 
ſecur*d us from open violence z and 
the Senſe of our Duty and Intereſt 
kept us from being deluded by their 
Artifices, They cow'd neithar have 
ſo mean an Opinion of our Cou- 
rage nor Judgment, as to 1magine 
that we wou'd voluntarily ſubmit 
toan impotent and implacable Ege- 


my; 
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my; or that a few canting Sophiſms 
wou'd prevail with us to negle& 
Self-preſervation, 

And therefore, ſince they cou'd 
never expect to be Maſters, they 
ought to have contented themſelves 
with the quality and condition of 
Subjets. They might have conti- 
nu'd to enjoy whateyer they cou'd 
juſtly call their own, under the pro- 
tection of a Mild and eaſy Govern- 
ment, that allow*'d *em all the Li- 
berty they cou'd delire , except that 
of ſubverting the Laws, and deſtroy- 
ing their Country and Fellow-Sub- 
jects. But their Minds were {till 
poſleſs'd with the Remembrance of 
thoſe alpiring Hopes that were de- 
feated by the Revolution ; and their 
Ambition was rather enflam'd than 
allay'd by ſo unexpected a Diſap- 
pointment. Beſides, they thought 
themſelves oblig'd to ſupport a Prince 
who had ſacrificd his Crown to 
their Advancement; and fancy'd 
that notwithſtanding their preſent 
W-3kneſs, they might eaſily make 
good their pretenſions by the aſliſtance 
of their French Prote@ors. Theſe were 
the Motives that engag'd em in a 
Deſign 


| s 
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Deſign whick. cou'd not be carry'd 
on without diſturbing their own 
Quiet as well as that of the Nati- 
on, and made *em reſolve to ſhut 
their Eyes againſt the viſible Dan- 
ers to which they expos'd them- 
elves by venturing upon ſo hazardous 
an Attempt. 

"Twas on the 18 of Ofober 168g; 
that a Miniſter of State receivd a 
Letter from the Aflizes, held by ad- 
journment at Marcheſter, by which 
he was intreated to advertiſe the 
Council, That many of the Roman- 
Catholic Younger Gentry, ſome of good 
Quality, were abſconded for ſome 
Months, that to ſome of the Gentle. 
men now abſconded there had been ſent 


from London ſeveral Boxes with $car- 


let Cloaks, Piſtols and Swords, direfFed 


for ſafer conveyance to Proteſtants, 


who knew nothing of them, and 6 
that means diſcover'd. That ſome had 
been Modelling Officers and Men pre- 
paratory to their hope of an Invaſion 
or Inſurreftion, that thy the Goals 
were full of Iriſh Papiſts, yet many 
were entertain'd at Popiſh Houſes, &c. 
The Correſpondence which the 
hate Kiog entertain'd with the Pa- 


piſts 
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piſts in Lancaſhire, was manag'd by 
one Bromefiela a Quaker, who liv'd 
at Redland near Cheſter, in the Houſe. 
of one wilſon, who was acquainted 
with, and engag'd in the Conſpira- 
Cy. But perceiving that they began 
to be taken notice of, and not da- 
ring to continue longer in a place 
where they were look'd upon as 
{ſuſpicious Perſons, the Firſt fled to 
treland and the Second to Lanca- 
ſhire. | 

After them, the management of 
the Intrigue was committed to Gor- 
don, Lunt, and Thrilfall, who came 
from 1reland with Declarations and 
Commiſſions from King Fames to 
the Roman-Catholics in ſeveral Coun- 
ties of England. They landed in 
Lancaſhire, where they open'd their 
Commiſſions, by which Gordon was 
appointed to go to Scotland, Thril- 
fall to Yorkſhire, and Lunt to Staf- 
ferdſbire, Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, In 
purſuance of theſe Orders they parted, 
and went immediately to the reſpe- 
ive Places that were allotted *em, 
where they executed their Com- 
miſſions, tho' with difterent Suc- 


cels. | | 
Thrilfal! 
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Thrilfall had already finiſh'd his 


Negotiation in Yorkſhire, and was 
returning thro' Cheſhire to Jreland, 
when he was purſu'd upon Suſpi- 
cion, and killd as he was endea- 
vouring to defend himſelf, Zu 
having perform'd his Commiſſion, 
was Boe to London, to levy Soldi- 
ers, to be deſtributed among the 
Conſpirators in the North. ln his 
return from thence, after he had 
Executed his Orders, he was Seiz'd 
at Coventry, by one of the Kings 
Meſſengers, brought back to Longer, 
and Committed to Newgate. Five 
Months after he was ſet at Liberty 
having given Bail to appear next 
Hillary Term, at the King's Bench, 
from whence he was ſent to be 
Try*d, at the Aflizes in Lancaſhire. 
He was Committed for High-Trea- 
ſon, ro the Caſtle of Lancaſter, up- 
on the Evidence of the Maſter of 
the Ship, who brought him over 
from ireland, and the Officers of 
the Cuſtom-houſle, who found ſome 
of King James's Commilitions among 
the Papers which he left in the 


Vellel. 
But 
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But theſe were not the moſt Ter- 
rible Witneſles, that were like to 
appear againſt him : For about that 
time, the Conſpiracy was diſcover'd, 
by two ſeveral Perſons. The firſt 
was Kelly, who declar'd what he 
knew, to the Mayor of Everſham, 
in worceſterſhire, the Parl of Bella- 
mont, and ſome Perſons of Quality, 
in that Country, who Communica- 
ted the Diſcovery to the Council, 
But tho' his Depoſition remain'd 
1a the Hands of the Government, 
his Perſon diſappear'd ſo ſuddenly, 
and in ſo ſtrange a manner, that 
we coud never afterwards hear an 
account of him. His Fate continues 
a Myſtery to this day ; but, whether 
he was kill'd or carry d away, *tis 
certain that the Conſpirators from 
that very time began to reſume their 
Courage, which was extremely 
ſunk upon the News of his Dil- 
covery. 

Dodſworth was the Second who 
a'armd the Party, by diſcovering 
the Conſpiracy to a Member of Par- 
lament, who ſent an account of it 
to one of the Secretaries of State, 
by whoſe Order the Informer was 
brought 
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brought from Lancaſhire to London : 
And 'twas found that his Depoſiti- 
on agreed exactly with that of Kelly, 
tho? they were at a hundred Miles 
diſtance when they were exa- 
min*d. » 

Dodſworth was lent to the Caſtle 
of Lancaſhire to joyn his Evidence to 
the Teſtimony of the other Witncſles 
that were to appear againſt Zuzt, 
who, neverthelels, cou'd not be 
convicted according to the uſual 
Forms of Law. For, when he was 
brought to his Tryal, the Mafter of 
the Ship, who brought him from 
treland, either was, or pretended to 
be fick: And the Officers of the 
Cuſtom-houſe cou'd not {wear that 
the Papers which were produc'd in 
the Court were the ſame which 
they. found in the Ship, becauſe they 
had forgotten to mark 'em. Thus 
the whole Evidence being reduc'd 
to the ſingle Teſtimony of Dod/worth, 
Lunt, tho apparcntly Guilty, was 
acquitted; and both the Court and 
Jury choſe rather to abſolve a Cri- 
minal, than to vivlate the leaſt Cir- 
cumſtance of the Law. A rare In- 
ſtance of Juſtice and Moderation, 

D which, 


November 
1691. 


December 
1691. 
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which, at once, may ſerve to con 


vince us of the Mildneſs and Cles 
mency of the preſent Government, 


and of the extravagant Prejudice of 
thoſe who wou'd exchange it for 
Arbitrary Power ; and, of two things 
which feem to be equally the Ob- 
jets of our Admiration, leaves us 
in doubt, whether we have greater 
reaſon to Love and Eſteem the For- 
mer, or to Hate and Deteſt the Lat- 
ter. 

Lunt, by his Services and Suffer- 
ings, had fo far inſinuated himſelf 
into the Favor and Confidence of 
his Party, that, in a Meeting of Ja- 
cobites at Standiſh-Hall in Lancaſhive, 
he was choſen to go to Frarce, to 


acquaint King Fames with the pre- ' 
{ent poſture of his affairs here, and : 
to know what Afſliſtance might be 


expected from him. 


The Aniwer he brought was, that 
the late King was preparing to come | 


99%, 


in Perſon to England the next Spring; | 
and that in the mean time, he wou'd | 


fend 'em his laſt Inſtructions by a ſure 
and faithful Hand. Not long after 
walmuly and Parker came to England 
by that Prince's Order, and appoin- 


ted 
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ted a Meeting of the principal Per- | 
ſons of their Fa&tion at Durgen-Hal, 
where they deliver d the Commil- | 
fions and Preſents they had brought 
from France, and at the ſame time 
afſurd 'em that King Fames wou'd 
ſpeedily land in England with a lut- 
fcient Force to ſupport 'em. 

In the mean they were putting 
all things: in readineſs, at /2 Hogwe, 
for the intended Expedition: The 
Preparations they made were very a,.;; ,6.. 
great, and the Meaſures they had 
taken ſeem'd to promiſe Succeſs, as 
it will appear by the following ac- 
count of 'em. 

By the Articles that were : agreed 
upon at the ſurrender of Limerick, 
the French had cunningly reſerv'd a 
Liberty to retain a very conlidera- 
ble Body of the 1riſþ Forces in their 
Service, whom they defign'd, upon 
the firſt convenient occaſion, to ſend 
over to England, Thele Troops con- 
fiſted of ſuch as were moſt deeply 
cngap'd in the routed Party, and 
tong'd for a Second War to make 
up the Loſſes they had ſuſtain'd in 
the Firſt. They were rather irritated 
then diſcourag'd by their late Mis- 

D 2 fortunes, 
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fortunes, and ſo unaccuſtom'd to 
Labor, that the love of Idleneſs joyn'd 
to the deſire of Booty had made 
em forſake their native Country. 
Beſides, they look'd upon our Hap- 
pineſls with Envy and Rage, and 
cou'd not endure to be Subject to 
thoſe whom they once hop'd to en- 
ſlave, Such Men as theſe were the 
fitteſt to be employ'd in a Deſign 
of this Nature, and, in all probabt- 
lity wou'd have provid the moſt 
eff: tual Inſtruments of our Deſtru- 
Ction, if they cou'd have found an 
opportunity to join the Dilafteted 
Party among us. 

There were Three ſorts of Perſons 
in this Nation, whom we might 
juſtly look upon as Domeſtic Ene- 
mies. Firſt the zealous and bigot- ! 
red Koman-Catholics, or rather all - 
Roman- Catholics in general z for {| 
tho” ſome of 'em appear'd more cau- 
tious and moderate than the Reſt, 
*rwas the general opinion of the 
Party that all the Papiſts in England 
wou'd rake up Arms on that occa- 
lion. The Second Order of Faco- 
bites conliſted of the late King's 
Servants, who ow'd their Fortune *' 
and 
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and Preferment to his Favor: And 
the Third comprehends thoſe whoſe 
Intereſt and Safety depended upon 
the Subverſion of the Laws; Men of 
turbulent Spirits and deſperate For- 
tunes, who /hop'd to raiſe them- 
ſelves upon the Ruins of their Coun- 
ry. | 

Such Perſons as thele are at once 
our Plague and our Reproach, but 
the Breed is not peculiar to E-g- 
land, for every Nation has its ſhare 
in the common Calamity, and has 
the misfortune to produce a Set of 
Men who ſeem to be gn Love with 
Diſorder, and are never more apt to 
appear in their native and hideouts 
Colours, than when they are prote- 
&ed by the Indulgency of the Laws 
and the Clemency of the Govern- 
ment, and meet with an opportu- 
nity to cover their- pernicious De- 
ſigns with'a falſe pretext of Duty 
and Allegiance, They are perpetu- 
ally talking of Fidelity and Obedi- 
ence, and {eem to make Loyaity their 
Idol , tho* they are uſually the Prin- 
cipal Promoters of Rebellion, and 
ſeldom cr never well affected to the 
Government under which they live. 
D 3 Plotting 
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Plotting is their Bulineſs and Recre- 
ation 3 they love Confuſion and ex- 
pect to live by it, and are ready to 
joyn with every Faction upon the 
cheapeſt Terms that can be propos'd, 
When there is no preſent Advan- 
tage in view, they work for Expe- 
Ration; Plunder is all the Pay they 
require, and their Proſperity con- 
liſts .in the Deſolation of their 
Country. 

Beſides, the French were prepa- 
ring to land a conſiderable Body of 
Forces in this Kingdom, to ſupport 
the diſaffefted Party : For the Court 
of St. Germans repented that they 
had formerly plac'd roo much con- 
{1lence in an Army of Engliſh Men, 
who lov'd their Country and their 
Religion. 

'Twas the general opinion of the 
Party, that the placing of too much 
Confidence in Subjetts who were un- 
worthy of it, deprivd King James of 
the aſjiſtance he might have expefted 
from others, They rvemember'd the 
advice of ſome of his Councellors, who, 
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the only way to ſecure him againſt che 
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obſtinacy of thoſe whom neither the 
lawfulneſs of his Authority , nor his 
Moderation in uſing it coud retain in 
Obedience to the Government, wou d 
hive perſwaded him to entertain a ſuffi- 
cient number of Catholics in his Army 
to keep the reſt in awe, and to put it 
out f their Power to betray him, and 
were of opinion that both theſe Effets 
might have been produc'd by joining 
the Iriſh Troops to ſuch of the Eng- 
liſh az4 Scotch as were Remarkable 


for their Fidelity to his Imtereſt, Thus Hiſwy of the 


Revolutions in 


l England, Book 
fAlexions they made on their former 1: p. 4:8. 


,Condut , what Meaſures they re- 


we may eaſily perceive, by the re- 


ſolv*d to take for the future. 

They concluded that an Army of 
Frewch and Iriſh, with fome preten- 
ded Proteſtants who regarded net- 
ther their Country nor Religion, 
woud never ſhow King Fames a 
Copy of his Salisbury Expeditions 
and that with ſuch 'Forces as theſe 
they might make an entire Conqueſt 
of England as ſoon as they ſhou'd 
think fit to undertake it, 

In purſuance of that deſign the 
French labor'd with great application 
to encreaſe their Nayal Strength , 
D 4 ho- 
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ping that, if they cou*'d corrupt the 
Officers of our Fleet, or be in a 
readineſs to Put to Sea before the 
Ditch Men of War cou'd join Ours, 
they might eaſily find an opportu- 
nity to fight-us with advantage, and 
afterwards Land their Soldiers with- 
out Oppolition. 

In the mean time, to oblige us to 
fend our Land Forces to Flanders, 
and at the ſame time to hinder our 
Allies from affiſting us, the French 
King appear'd at the Head of his nu- 
merous Armies, as if he had relolv'd, 
in one Campaign, to conquer a 
Country, which for Sixty Years had 
been both the Seat, and Caule of the 


War. He intended to invade Eng- 
{iad, if our Army continu'd 1n the 


- or to make himſelf 
Maiter of: thoſe Provinces, if we 
ſou'd be oblig'd to recall our Forces. 
But the Principal Deſign of all the 
vaſt Preparations he had made, was 
to Keep this Nation embroil'd in a 
Civii War, til he had broken the 
Contederacy, that he might fall up- 
ON us with his united Forces, and 
by ſubduing Erneland put himſelf in 
a Condition to conquer all the reſt of 
Enrope. But 
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But tho the Confpirators expe&cd 
z conſiderable Reinforcement from 
France, and a powerful diverſion in 
Flanders; tho . 2 were {ure of the 
Aſſiſtance of ſo many falſe Prote- 
ſtants, and (as they imagind} of ſc- 
veral Officers in our Navy 3 notwith- 
(tanding all theſe Advantages, they 
look'd upon His Majeſty's Life as an 
invincible Obſtacle to the Accom- 
pliſhment of their Deſigns, and de- 
{pair'd of ſucceeding in their Attempt 
againſt us, while we enjoy'd the 
ProteCtion of our Great Deliverer. 

They dreaded his Power , Forces 
and Alliances, but were more afraid 
of his fingle Perſon, than of the uni- 
ted ſtrength of the whole Conftede- 
racy. They had oftentimes had the 
unwelcome experience of his Con- 
ſtancy, Reſulution, and unweary'd 
Application 3 and knew, to their 
forrow and coſt, that his Courage 
was never ſhock'd by the molt terrt- 
ble Dangers; that upon a preſſing 
Exigency he coud brave a thouſand 
Deaths, and cut his way through the 
moſt vigorous Oppoſition ; that when 
the poſture of his Afﬀairs requir'd 
more Prudence than Valor, he cou'd 
| procced 
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proceed with all the Coolneſs and 
Policy of the warieſt Stateſman , 
that he was peculiarly happy 1a baf-. 
fling the Deſigns of his Enemies, and 
in turning even their moſt ſucceſsful 
Contrivances agaiaſt themſelves , that 
he was equally unmov'd in Good and 
Bad Fortune, that he was never ca- 
pable either of Vanity or Fear, and 
coud only be overcome by Himlelf. 
Theſe Conſiderations made his Ene- 
mies reſolve to take away a Life 
that ſecur'd Ewrope, and\Engla;zd par- 
ticularly, from the utmoſt Efforts 
both of their Policy and Force : And 
in purſuance of this execrable Relo- 
lution they engag'd ſome deſperate 
Villains to Murder him. But God 
ſaw, and blaſted their dark Contri- 
vances, and deliver'd Him whom He 
had made the Deliverer of ſo many 
Nations. 

The Aflaiins were taken near 
Boſleduc , and by their Examination 
it appears, That Dumont 4xd Grand- 
val were ſolicited tv undertake the 
Aſſaſſination of the King. That the 
Deſign having miſcarryd in 1691. 
was reſum'd the next year. That one 
Leefdacl, formerly Captain Liextenant 


of 
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of a Troop of Dragoons in the Ser- 
vice of the States, coming to Paris, 
Grandval communicated the Deſign to 
' bim, and deſir'd him to be concern'd 
 #n it, with Dumont and himſelf, be- 
cauſe he thought Dumont wow'd not 
be able to execute it alone. That 
Grandval went with Leefdael and Col- 
lonel Parker to St. Germains, ax4d 
that King James ſaid to him, Parker 
has acquainted me with your buli- 
neſs; It you - and the other Officers 
do me this Service, you ſhall never 
want any thing. That «pon this af- 
ſurance, a "Letter ws ſent to Dumont 
who was then at Hanover, deſiring 
him to meet Grandval and Leefdael 
in the Country of Raveſtein, where they 
were to take their laſt Reſolutions, and 
entreating him to haſten his aepartare, 
leaſt the King, in the mean time, 
ſhowd return to England. That Du- 
mont was to lye in wait, and to kill 
His Majeſty as he paſsd the Lines, or 
went to viſit the Poſts at the decam- 
ping of the Army. That Grandval 


told Leefdael, upon the Road, that if 


their Deſizn ſucceeded, the Confed:racy 
we'd be Lroken, that every Prince 
wen d recall his Forces, that the Coun- 
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try being left without defence, the 
French King wou'd ſoon make himſelf 
Maſter of it, and that Kings James 
wou'd be reſtor d to his Throne. 

To keep Leefdael from being dil- 
courag*d by the Difficulties and Ha- 
zards to which the (proſecution of 
their Deſign might expoſe 'em, he 
told him that they were only to fol- 
low the King, that Dumont was to 
give the Blow, and that after the 


buſineſs was done they might eaſily 


make their eſcape and leave Dumont 
to take his Fortune, 

But both Dumont and Leefaaet 
repented their Engaging in ſo black 
a Villany, and dilcover'd what they 
knew' of it almoſt at the ſame time 
the one to a Prince 1n. Germany, who 
was his Majeſty's particular Friend, 
and the other to ſome Magiſtrates 
in [llavd who had a {incere affe- 


tion to the Perſon and Intereſt of 


that Monarch, 

Grandval was taken and receiv'd 
tne juſt Reward of his Crimes, af- 
ter lic had made a full Confeſſion 
without being put to the Torture, 
He icemd to be very penitent, and 
declar'd with ſome reſcntment at 
his 
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his Death, that he was ruin'd by 
the Authors of that deteſtable Pro- 
ject. 

: There was a Detachment made 
from the Duke of Zuxembarg's Ar- 
my, conſiſting of Three Thouſand 
Horſe, who were to be Poſted at 
the Advanc'd Guard to receive the 
Murderers, This is a Circumſtance 
that ought not to be forgotten , for 
"tis plain they took this way that 
the Atafliination might be look'd up- 
on as a Stratagem of War: And 
"tis probable that either it was pro- 
posd at firſt as an Attempt to carry 
away the King, or that they reſolv'd, 
after the Blow was given, to make 
it paſs under that "Notion. 

'Tis evident that this barbarous 
Defign was the Favourite Project 
of the Party, ſince they continu'd 
to purſue 1t after {o Remarkable a 
Diſappointment. If we examine the 
whole Courſe of their Proceedings 
fince that time, it will appear that 
the Conſpiracy which was lately 
diſcover'd in this Kingdom, was the 
ſame with that in which Grandval 
was engag'd, and this is more than 
a bare Conjecture, lince *ris confirm'd 


by 
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by the Depoſition of one of the Can. 
ſpirators. The Conſpiracy, ſays he, 
hath beew carrying on a great while, 
or ſome Tears. And it originally came 
from Colonel Parker, eſpeciall y as to 
my knowleage of it, and that was Five 
or Six Tears ago, at St. Germains, 
when 1 was there: He propes'd it to 
me, aud ſaid he wowd propoſe it to my 
Lord Melford, &c. 

We have already obſerv'd that the 
Aſſaſſination of his Majeſty was con- 
triv'd and refſolv'd upon, 1n order to 
the Invaſion of his Subjects ; and we 
have reaſon to believe that the De- 
ſion of God, in preſerving his Life, 
was to make him once more our 
Deliverer: For *twas He alone who 
oppos'd our impending Ruine, and 
and bafMN'd the Deſigns of our Ene- 
mies. 

He prevented the Loſs of the we- 
therlands, by wile Delays; and took 
ſuch Meaſures as might one Day put 
him in a Condition to Recover what 
he cou'd not then Preſerve. 

He haſten'd the Sailing of the 
Dutch Fleet, and fitted out his own 
with ſuch diligence and expedition, 


thaty notwithitanding the utmoſt 
Efforts 
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Efforts the French cou'd make to pre- 
vent us, they were oblig'd to en- 
counter with Two Fleets, when they 
expected only to have met with 
One. 

When his Enemies had recourſe 
to their wonted Artifices, and en- 
deavour'd to corrupt the Officers of 
his Navy, he not only defeated their 
Treacherous Projet, but made their 
Stratagem Fatal to themſelves: For 
Admural Carter was order'd to Treat 
with 'em, and amuſe 'em with. a 
ſeeming Compliance, till they fell 
into the Snare which they had pre- 
par'd for us. 

He ſent the Earl of Port/and with 
ſecret Inſtructions to the Queen , 
that She might not, even 1n his ab- 
ſence, be oblig'd to depend upon 
the Advice and Opinions of any o- 
ther Council but himſelf. In pur- 
ſuance of theſe Orders, Warrants 
were ifſu*'d out to apprehend ſuſpe- 
&ed Perſons ; the Arms, Horſes and 
Magazines of the ditaffefted Party 
were lerz'd ; the Army was put into 
a poſture of defence ; care was taken to 
prevent Tumulrs and giforderly Mce- 
\ tings, 
\ 


1692. 


The Hiſtory of the 


tings, and the Officers of the Fleet 
were engag'd by new obligations to 
continue Faithful to the Government, 
Thele were the Meaſures that were 
taken to preſerve us, and God was 
pleas'd to bleſs our Induttry, and to 
alert the juſtice of our Cauſe by a 

glorious and important Victory. 
The Fate of Evrope was decided 
in one Day at Zs Hague, and every 
Nation had its ſhare in the Conſe- 
quences of that memorable Action, 
We, who were more immediately 
concernd in the Danger and Delti- 
verance, and who had been ſo long 
alarm'd with the Expectation of the 
approaching Storm, cou'd hardly for- 
bear Trembling, even in the midſt 
of our Joy, when we reflected 
on the diſmal Alterations which we 
muſt have beheld if the ſucceſs ad 
an{wer'd the Hope and Deſign of our 
Enemies, For, after ſuch a Victory, 
the Frexch might have drawn im- 
menie tums fron Erpland, either 3s 
a Reimburſment for the Charge of 
the War, or as a Sublidy ympos'd 
upon a lubdu'd Nation. They might 
have added above a Hundred Men 
ot War to their Flezt, and encreas'd 
their 
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their Land-Forces with the formida- 
ble Addition of Fifty Thouſand Exg- 
liſh-Men, by whoſe Aſſiſtance they 
might haveenlarg'd their Conqueſts, 
while we ſhou'd have been oblig'd 
© entertain an Army 'of Enemies, 
to compleat the deſtruction of our 
Country, under pretext of ſupport- 
ing the Authority of their Allie. 

In 7re/and the Papiſts wou'd havere- 
acted their former Barbarities,and dil- 
poſle(s'd the Proteſtants a ſecond time 
of their Goods and Eſtates. In Eng- 
{and, they wou'd have fenew'd their 
Claim to the Church-Lands, and 
made us feel the ſevereſt Effects of 
their irritated Fury. In both the 
Kingdoms thoſe who had refus'd to 
take the Oaths to the preſent Go- 
vernment wou'd have been rewar- 
ded with the Places of thole who 
had taken 'em; and the Non-Swea- 
ring Clergy preferr'd to the richeſt 
Benefices. The Offices of State and 
the beſt Poſts in the Army wou'd 
have been beſtow'd on thoſe who 
had expreſt the greateſt Zeal in en- 
ſlaving the Nation, and the Houle 
of Peers wou'd have been fill'd with 
the moſt notorious Betrayers of their 
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| Hiſtory of the Country. The Nobility, whom they 
Cf: Enel Buk 1; Bad the Impudence to repreſent as 
(Wn a Company of Traitors and Villains, 
j wou'd have been puniſh'd for their 
Fidelity to the State, and for aſler- 

40 ting their juſt Privileges with ( at 
'Þ | teaſt ) the Paniſhment of their Per. 
os 7; ſons and Confiſcation of their Eſtates; 
and the Repreſentatives of the Na- 
tion Proſcribd for Loving and Sery- 
ing their Country. To conclude, 
the Laws wou'd have been at 
FIN the Mercy of thoſe whoſe Interetſ 
Fu oblig'd 'em to violate and ſubvert 
'HiN Them; and none muſt have expe&- 
ed Preferment but ſuch as had me- 
rited the Favour of our Enemies, 
by ſtriving to encreaſe our Mt 
fery. 

Theſe Conſiderations which ſery'd 
to confirm all True Erngliſh- Men in 
their Aﬀection and Fidelity to the 
Government, were ſo many powerful 
Incentives to its Enemies to purlue 
their former Deſigns. They conti- 
nu'd ſtill to hope that France might 
repair her Lofſes, and be again in a 
condition to aſſiſt 'em 3 but the Pro» 
ſpe& was too diſtant to fatisfie their 
eager Impaticnce: And therefore 


they 
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they began to conſult how they 
might be able to deſtroy the Na- 
tion without the Afliſtance 'of Fo- 
reigners. 

'Tis rhought the Party were not 
Novices in the Art of ruining their 
Fellow-Subjefts. They have been 
frequently Charg'd with the Maſſacre 
18 Jreland, and the Burning of Lon- 
aon, and *tis ſtrongly ſuſpeted that 
the Public Robbers, Pirates, Incen- 
diaries, Debaſers of Money, Spies and 
Ailaflins, were employ'd, as Inſtru- 
ments, 1n carrying on the great De- 
ſign. The Reader is left to judge of 
the Truth or Probability of theſe 
Conjectures. 

Whatever Opinion weo ught to 
have of the Deſign of the Conſpira- 
tors, we muſt do'em the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge their Skill and Dexterity, 
in contriving the moſt probable Me- 
thods and Expedients, to accompliſh 
if, 

Of theſe Means and Expedients, 
fome have been long ſince Foretold, 
ſome are univerſally known, our E- 
nemies have betray'd their qwn Se- 
cret by divulging others, and .we 
may diſcover the reſt by a heedful 
E 2 Ex : 
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Examination of the Proceedings of 
the Conſpirators, and the Progreſs 
of the Conſpiracy. I will diſcourſe 
of *em in order, becauſe the Subje&t 
is both Curious and Important. 
About Seventeen or Eighteen Years 
ago, Tits Oates made a Dilcovery to 
the Parliament, which was variouſly 
cenſur'd by Perſons of different Prin-' 
ciples and Inclinations. Some gave 
credit to it, others rejefted it as a 
meer Fable, and there were ſome who 
look'd upon it as a Mixture of Truth 
5. Edmund- and Fiction, I will neither pretend to 
bury God- jyſtifie nor condemn all his Depolt- 


frey's Murder, © . . 
which cannot be LIONS, but content my ſelf with ob- 


reckor'd a Fable, erving, that there are ſome things 


is a firong Con- 


Emation of. os Which were look'd upon as incredi- 
leaft,part that ble, by reaſon of the Enormity of 
cove). the Crimes, tho later Experience 
has convinc'd us that they were 
really true ; eſpecially what relates 
to Trade, Exportation of Species, and 
the Debaſement of Money. 
Oates acquaints us, 1n the Appen- 
dix to his Intormation, Sworn before 
SI. Eamwnabury Godfrey , Sept. 27. 
1678. That the Conſpirators cou'd 
not endure King Charles II. becauſe 
ne was not of their Religion, and 
that 
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that they reſolv'd to cut him off with 
all poſſible Speed. That they Charg'd 
him with Tyranny and Deſigns of oppreſ- 
fing, Governing by the Sword, and without 
Parliaments, and expoſing his moſt 
Faithful and Valiant Subjefts to be 
waſted and ſlain in foreign Service. 
2. That they aſpers'd, derided, exposd 
ana declaim'd azainſt his Perſon, Coun- 
ſels and Adltions, in Parliament and 
elſewhere, and particularly ſeoff'd at 
hu ſecurity and confidence in them, and 
by this means animated and encou- 
rag'd their Party and Aſſaſſins eſpect- 
ally, to attempt upon hu Life, and haſten 
his Ruine, 3. That they| diſclos'd the 
King's Counſels to France. 4. That 
they rais'd falſe News of his Afairs. 
5. That they aiſaffefted bis Majeſty's 
Allies, Holland, Spain, the German 
Emperor and Princes, by falſe Intelli- 


gence, &c. 6. That they diſturb'd 


Trade, 7. That they ſet up, ſent out 
and maintain'd Seditious Preachers and 
Catechiſts, and direfted 'em what to 
Preach in their own, or other pri- 
vate  Conventicles or Field- Meetings, 
8. That they animated different Par- 
ties, one againſt another to Arm and 
pus the People in Blood upon the King s 
E 3 Death, 
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See, how they Death. 9. That our beſt Cities and 
bee biſ Towns were to be Fird and Plunder d 
over ro Eng- by Iriſh, French, Lay-brethren and 0- 
—_— M P-thers, diſgwisd in Frocks and other- 
reſt of the wiſe, ITO, Ti hat they endeavour'd to 
Particulars is ppyſozz and £4ſſaſſinate by pick d Quar- 
obvious. rels, or otherwiſe, thoſe whom they 
ſuppos'd to be ready or able to ac- 
ret or otherwiſe obſtruft their Deſigns, 
11, That they deſign'd the Tranſportation 
of Trading, People, Stock and Money, 
IDULTERATING MONET 
and Plate; to which ends they had 
Bankers, Brokers, Merchants, Gold- 
{miths and other Traders, whom they 
Stock'd and Set up with Money of their 
Society,” of which they boaſted to have 
4 Hundred Thouſand Pounds in Caſh. 
Thoſe who retle& upon what they 
ſee or hear, and conſider the Tem- 
per and Actions of theſe who make 
4 noile in the World, may eaſily 
judge whether the Party has con- 
tinau'd to purſue the ſame Methods : 
And therefore, without inſiſting lon- 
ger upon this Subject, I ſhall pro- 
cecd, 1n the next place, to -take no- 
tice of {uch of their Maxims as have 


been dilcover'd by themſelves, 


AS 
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As for Parliaments, 'tis their Opi- 


nion, That a King of England's Con- Hiſtory ofthe 


Revolutions 


deſcenſion to his Parliament ſeldom pro- 


duces 4 good Underſtanding between Book 1I. p 
'em. And particularly they tell us, *” 


that King Charles Il. was advisd to 


ſtand firm againſt the Attempts of an 


Aſſembly that made it their uſual Cu- 
flom to oppoſe and contradicF him ; 
that they wowd ſtill be ſtarting new 
Claims and Demands, and wou'd af 
laſt raiſe 'em to ſmch « Height, that 
His Majejty wou'd not be able to grant 
"em, 1 6M conſenting to his own De- 
poſition , and conſequently wou'd find 
himſelf to be ſtill in the ſame condi- 
tion ; that is, after a thiuſand Conae- 
ſcenſions againſt his own Intereſt, he 
wou'd at laſt be obligd to break with 
his Parliament, and fird that hi Com- 
plaiſance had encreas'd their Boldneſs, 
and made 'em leſs afraid to oppoſe 
him. 

They have left no means unat- 
tempted to ſet theſe Stratagems on 
foot againſt the preſent Government, 
by employing all their Artifices 1n a 
ſuccelsleſs attempt to engage the King 
to invade the Liberty of his Subjects, 
or to make the People incroach 
E 4 upon 
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upon the Prerogative of the Crown. 
They endeavord to revive the 
ancient Jealouſies that diſturb'd the 
Quiet of the former Reigns ; as if 
it had- been poſſible to keep us from 
perceiving the difference betwixt a 
Deliverer and an Oppreſſor , whoſe 
Characers are ſo oppoſite, that chey 
can never agree either in the Man- 
ner or End of executing their Au- 
thority; for 'tis a neceſſary conle- 
quence of their reſpe&tive Maxims, 
that the Former ſhou'd endeavour to 
Preſerve, and the Latter to Deſtroy 
his People. 'Tis both the Intereſt and 
Duty of an Engliſh Parliament to 
protect the People whom they repre- 
ſent from a Prince who treats 'em as 
Enemies or Slaves; but they cannor, 
without conſenting to their own 
Ruin, oppoſe a King who makes the 
Honor and Proſperity of the Nation 
the End of all his Deligns and Un- 
dertakings. And we have reaſon to 
adore the favourable Providence of 
God, who has freed us from the 
Apprehenſtons of fo terrible a Miſ- 
fortune, and eſtabliſh'd His Majeſty's 
Throne by the moſt perfe& Union 
| | that 
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that ever was obſerv'd betwixt a King 
and his Parliament. 

Beſides theſe Ways to deſtroy the 
Nation, which they have known and 
practis'd fo long, the preſent Juncture 
has furniſh'd em with new Expe; 
dients. In the beginning of the War, 
our Trade was extremely diſturb'd by 
French Privateersz; but fince their 
Defeat at La Hogwe made 'em both 
afraid and unable to engage our Fleer, 
they ſeem to make no other uſe of 
their Men of War than to ſurpriſe 
our Merchant-Ships. And our trea- 
cherous Country-Mea are always rea- 
dy to give *em ſecret and timely 
Notice of our Motions, and conſe- 
quently betray the Riches of the Na- 
tion to its moſt 1inveterate Ene- 
mies. 

In the mean time they were ſe- 
cretly fomenting our Diviſions, and 
animating the different Parties thar 
are among us, againſt us and one 
another. The Scotch Presbyterians 
were incited to take up Arms, by 


Sir John Cochram, and thoſe of the 


ſame perſwafion in England were 
manag'd by Mr, Ferguſon and &- 


thers. 
| Aboux 
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About the time of the Siege of 
Mons, Sir Fohn Cochram (ent a Per- 
ſon in whom he confided, to King 
Fames, aſſuring him that, in ſome 
parts of Scotlapd, there were ſeveral 
Presbyterian Miniſters who were the 
Leading Men of the Party, and ſome 
Gentlemen of Note that were iatire- 
ly at his diſpoſal. He offer'd his In- 
tereſt to King Fames, from whom 
he had receivd Fifteen Hnnadred 
Pounds Sterl, which he ſaid he had 
faithfully diſtributed among his Crea- 
tures ; and deſir'd him to ſend Three 
thouſand Pounds more. In the mean 
time he pretended an extraordinary 
Zeal for Liberty of Conſcience, and 
declar'd if King Fames wou'd not 
comply with his Subjets in that 
point, he woud wade thro a Sea of 
Blood to go thither. Thus he was 
equally unfaithful to the Nation and 
to that Party which he ſeem'd to 
eſpouſe, by ſelling the Blood and 
Liberty of the Former for ſo ſmall 
a Sum z and by obliging the Latter 
to depend upon the Late King's 
Word for an Advantage of which 
they were already in poſſeſſion, and 
betraying 'em to thoſe who are 


pare 
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particularly animated againſt 'em. 


Ferguſon, the noted Contriver of 5 'he hora: 
; - , » , Her of the Pres- 
thoſe Intrigues which at laſt prov'd grrrians;n the 
Fatal to the unfortunate Duke of Wy 


Monmouth, fam'd for Inconſtancy and x,g1nq, 


Treaſon, that Prodigy of Plotters 
whoſe whole Life is One black My- 
ſtery, was allo.a buſie Promoter of 
this execrable Deſign. The Chara- 
er that is given of him in the 
Hiſtory of the Conſpiracy againſt King 
Charles II. and the Duke of York, 
which was Written by their Order, 
is very remarkable, and ſerves to 
ſhew us what ule the Party inten- 
ded to make of a Perlon, with whoſe 
Temper they were {o well acquain- 
ted, | 

The Author of that Book informs 
us, that Fer:uſon was not only en- 
gapg'd in the Delign of Aſſaſſinating 
thoſe two Princes, but applauded it 
as a Glorious Work, ſaying, that it 
wou'd be an Aamonition to all Princes 
to take heed how they oppreſs'd their 
Subjefs; and adding upon another 
occalion, that it was never thought 
Injuſtice to Shoot, or ſet Traps for Wolves 
and Tyzers, And one of the prin- 


_ cipal Conlſpirators ſpeaking of a Blun- 


derbuls 
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derbuſs which he intended to uſe in 
the Aſſaſſination of his Majeſty, broke 
out into this prophane Jeſt, That 
Ferguſon ſbow'd firſt Conſecrate it. 

In the ſame Book we are told that 
the Duke of Monmouth confeſs'd to the 
King, That in all their Debates Fer- 

ſon was always for cutting of Throats, 
aying, that was the moſt Compenaious 
way, That Ferguſon himlelt, when 
he took his leave of the Conſpirators, 
 declar'd, That he wou'd never be out 
of a Plot as long 48 he livs, and 
that at one of their Conſults he 
propos'd, that Five or Six of the Old 
Rich Citizens ſhowd be kills at Firſt, 
and their Eſtates given to the Mobile, 
to terrifie the reſt, That *twas his 
conſtant Cuſtom to out-do all the 
reſt of the Conſpirators, by ſome 
peculiar Circumſtance of Cruelty of 
his own Invention, That unon all 
accounts of his reſtleſs Spirit, fluent 
Tongue, ſubtil Brain, and © helliſh 
Malice, he was perfectly Qualifi'd 
to be the great Incendiary, and com- 
mon Agitator of the whole Conſpi- 
racy; and that after Shaftsbury's 
Death, he was the Life and Soul of 
all, 


l 
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all, eſpecially for the carrying on of 
the Afkfnaion. FI 
While ſuch. Perſons as theſe were 
endeavoring to incite the Presbyte- 
rTians to Rebellion , the Epiſcopal 
Party was cajol'd by ſome of the 
Depos'd Biſhops, or by certain Pre- 
lates that were ſent as private Emiſ- 
faries from King James. And the 
ſame deſign was alſo zealouſly pro- 
moted by ſome Clergy-men, who 
deſpair'd of Preferment under a 
Prince, who makes Merit and Ver- 
tue the only Obje&ts of his Favor 
and Bounty. They were enrag'd to 
find themſelves diſappointed of the 
great Expectations they had conceiv'd 
in the preceding Reign, when the 
Government, deſigning to render the 
Church of Ezrgland weak and con- 
temptible, made- want of Merit one 
of the principal Recommendations to 
Advancement. It muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd even by thoſe who envy our 
preſent Happineſs, that the conſtant 
Care which is taken to beſtow the 
Benefices and Dignities of the Church 
upon the moſt deſerving Perlons, 
and to prefer the Delires of the Þeo- 


plezin the choice of their Paſtors,before 
the 
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the moſt preſſing Solicitations of par: 
ticular Perſons, 1s one of the diſtin- 
guiſhing Beauties of this Reign. The 
Merit of thoſe who have been ad- 
vanc'd to the Epiſcopal Fun&ion ſince 
the Revolution, is Tufficient either to 
ſtop the Mouths, or baffle the Impu- 
dence of their moſt virulent Ene- 
mies: And *tis known that theſe 
worthy Prelates are not only encou- 
rag'd, but enjoin'd to make a con- 
ſcientious uſe of the Power with 
which they are entruſted, by virtue 
of their Office and Character to di- 
poſe of a conſiderable number of the 
Inferior Benefices. So that 'tis hard 
to imagine where the moſt impudent 
Malice can find a pretext to cenſure 
His Majeſty's Condu 1n this Point. 
Nevertheleſs 'tis certain, that the 
Conſpirators carry'd on their black 
Intrigues in all places, and among 
all ſorts of Perſons; and even were 
not aſham'd to contradi&t themſelves 
by endeavoring at once to perſwade 
all the ſeveral Parties in the King- 
dom that they kad juſt cauſe of 
Complaint. T hey ſuggeſted to the 
Rigid Presbyterians, whoſe ungo- 
vernd Zeal made 'em capable of 
fuck 
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ſuch Impreſſions, that they ought 
not to ſupport a Prince who proteR- 
ed the Church of England: And at 
the ſame time the Toleration he had 
granted to Difſenters, was made uſe 
of as a pretext to render him odious 
to the hotteſt Aﬀerters of Epiſco- 

Cy. 
He had already given us a ſuffi- 
cient Intimation of his Sentiments in 
this Caſe, and of the Maxims he 
intended to purſue, when he de- 
clar'd in the beginning of his Reign, 
That He wowd be King of his Pedple, 
and mt of a Fattion, He lovd mo- 
derate Perfons in all Parties, and re- 
folv'd to maintain all his Subjed&s 
Indifferently in the Poſſeſſion of their 
Privileges and Properties. He wou'd 
never permit any Order or Set of 
Men to domineer over the reſt of 
their Fellow Subjeas, but ſuted his 
Maxims to the Free and Manly Ge- 
nius of his People, who love to be 
Govern'd by Law. He is naturally 
inclin'd to Goodneſs and Clemency; 
and tho his Temper alone were not 
ſufficient to ſecure us againſt uneahe 
Apprehenſions, the Conſideration of 
his Intereſt wou'd infallibly —_— 
im 
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him from. abuſing his Authority,” 
The preceding Reiga furniſhes him 
with Inſtructing Examples, and his 
Virtue is confirm'd by the Faults of 
his Predecefſor. He was advanc'd 
in oppoſition to Arbitrary Power, 
and can never conſent to the abolith- 
ing of thoſe Laws on which his Au- 
thority is founded; Nor can heen- 
deavor to render himſelf abſclute 
i one place, without ruining his 
Intereſt in another ; for he is equally 
oblig'd to maintain the Laws of Eng- 
land, that he may preſerve his Au- 
thority in Holland; and to preſerve 
the Liberty of the Dutch, that he 
may maintain his Power among us. 
Never was the Intereſt, and Happi- 
neſs of a Prince {o inſeparably uni- 

ted to that of his People, and never 
had Subjects leſs reaſon to be Jea- 

lous of the Authority of their Sove- 

raign. This is unqueſtion'd Matter 

of Fat,, a Truth that can neither 
be deny'd nor conceal'd; nor can the 
Conſpirators themſelves be ſuppos'd 
ro be ignorant of it, And thercfore, 
ſince they cannot diſcover, or ſo 
much as pretend to diſcover any 
Faults in His Majeſty, to excuſe their 
Ma- 
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Malice againſt him, they endeavor'd, 
under the Shelter of his Virtues, to 
carry on their execrable Deſigns. 
The Honeſty and Integrity of his 
Temper makes him incapable of Jea- 
louly or Diſtruſt, and even ſeems to 
invite his Enemies to conſpire agiinſt 
him. Beſides, he has fo great a re- 
gard to the Laws, that he will not 
iuffer *'em to be violated under any 
pretext whatſoever; not even for 
the ſecurity of his Perſon and Go- 
vernment, And ':s this which en- 
courag'd the Conſpirators to proceed 
with leſs Caution and Fear, as the 
Reader will eaſily perceive by the 
Continuation of the Hiſtory ot their 
Proceedings. 
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Lunt was very active 1n performs 1692. His Dr- 
poſitions are 171 


iog his Commiſſion, and had made?}7-.;. 
a conſiderable progreſs about the time Government 


when the French were expected in 
Enzland, He had been at London, 
where he bought Arms, Carabins, 
Swords, Piſtols, ec. which he (ent 
to Lancaſhire, He had allo liſted 
Soldiers whom he fent to the ſame 
County; and had receivd Mone 
for their Subſiſtance from the Lord 
Molintux and others. And Þ 
- 113 
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his Diligence and Succeſs he had in- 
ſnuated himſelf fo far into the Fa- 
vor and Eſteem of the Party, that 
he was ſent back to France, about 
a Year after the Aqtion at La Hogue. 
But, before I proceed to give an ac- 
count of his Voyage and Return, it 
will not be improper to acquaint 
the Reader with the State and Dil- 
poſition of the Court of St. Germains, 
about the time of his Arrival 
there. 

"Tis obſervable that the Policy of 
the Late King's Council has always 
conſiſted in altering their Meaſures 
according to the Circumſtances of * 
their Aﬀairs, That this has been 
their conſtant practice, is plain from 
their Candutt at the beginning of 
the Revolution. For upon the News 
of the Preparations in Ho!land, he 
began to remove thoſe inſtances of 
his Arbitrary Power that had ren- 
der'd him odious to his People; but 
as ſoon as he receiv'd advice of the 
pretended Shipwrack of the Dutch 
Leer, he repcnted his former deſign, 
and {cnt Counter-Orders to Oxford. 
Agun, when he left the Kingdom, 
he erdeavourd to amuſe us with 

new 


FRu—_—_ ww 


© Late C onſprracy. 


new Promiſes, which were induftri- 
ouſly dilpers'd among the People, both 
in England and Scotland : Particular- 
ly, to oblige the Scotch to ſupport 
his falling Intereſt, he afſur'd em, 


That they and their Poſterity (hou'd ſee Sec his I.cttes 
to the Lords 


5 ; x _ and Commons 
ſo often maae 'em, to maintain their of that Kiny- 


Keligion, Liberty and Privileges. But dom , Dated 


from on board 


the Effett of the Promiſes which he had 


no looner was he at the Head of his 
Party 1n J/yre/and, and in a condition 
to purſue his old Maxims, than he 
ſcem'd to have loſt the very remem- 
brance of his Promiſes, and began 
immediately to perſecute the Prote- 
ſtants. The Defeat of his Army made 
him afterwards change his note, and 
reſume a Language of Sweetnels and 
Moderation: But after the Prepara- 
tions at Ls Hogue had reviv'd his 
ſinking Hopes, he ventur'd once 
more to put oft the Mask, and talk'd 
of nothing but Cenqueſt and Re- 
venge, At laſt their were two Par- 
ties form'd 1n his Court; and while 
one of *em wou'd have engag'd him tv 
oblige himſclf to preſerve the Antenc 
Laws of England, the other wee 
ſtill ſuggeſting to him that *twou'd 
be too mean a Condelceniicn 1o 
F 2 CN: or 
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enter into a Treaty with his Sub- 
je&s. The two Cabals were headed 
by Midalcton and Meſford, who E0- 
joy'd their Maſter's Favor by turns, 
and were ſucceſlively entruſted with 
the Management of Afﬀairs, accord- 
ing to the varicty of his Carcum- 
{tances. 

When he fancy'd himſelf 1n a 
Condition to ſubdue the Nation by 
Force, Atclford was his Favorite 3 
but when the poſture of his Aﬀeairs 
oblio'd him to have recourſe to Flat- 
tery and Complaiſance, Mzdaleton 
was the principal DireQorof his Coun- 
lels, The FaCtions were diredly op- 
polite, and were diſtinguith'd both by 
their Names and Sentiments 3 for the 
AMidaletonians were uſually known 
by the Name of Compounders, and 
the Melfordians had the Title of No 
Compounaers. 

elfora had ſtill a Share 1n the 
Management of Afﬀairs ; but his In- 
tercit was linking proportionably with 
the Hope of Conquering England, 
when, to recover his Credit, he 
contrivd the Proje of Aſlaſſinating 
his Majcity, 


He 
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He had already <ngag'd Bromfield 

and Griffin, who had their Correl- 
pondents in England. And upon 

Lunt's arrival, he propos'd the De- 7 1593: 
ſign to him, engag'd him in it, and 

ſent him to Dover to concert the 

means of executing it with Captain 

Noel, Captain walter, Captain Roberts, 

Pepper, and Preſton, 

They had promis'd to Aſlaſlinate Deron. 15693. 
His Majeſty, and even Sign'd an Gb- 
ligation to that Effet: But after 
they had conſulted with Z«xz about 
the Means of Executing it, they 
were ({eriz'd with Horror and Remorie, 
and reſolv'd to atone for their 
Crime by diſcovering it to the 
Council, 

And that their Information might 79m: 1693. 
neither be fſlighted nor ſuſpected, 
they made uſe of one Tf, who not 
long before had done a conliderable 
Service to the Government, and con- 
ſequently was neither unknown nor 
unwelcome at Court. By this Man 
Lunt was introduc'd, and had an op- 
portunity to make his Diſcovery. 
Some time after the Council ſentfem ,,, .-.. 
both to Lancaſhire with Captain Ba = 
F 3 ker 


July 14. 1694. 


Yuly 17. 1694. 


O7e6.17.1594- 
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ker to ſeize and conviet the Conſpi- 
rators in that County. . 

The Search and Proſecution con- 
tinu'd ſeveral Months with various 
Succels, The Accus'd Perſons, whoſe 
Names *tis thought fir to conceal, _ 
abſconded as ſoon as they were in : 
form'd ef the Diſcovery, and the 
Defign that was on Foot to bring 
'em to Juſtice. In the mean time 
their Houſes were learch'd, and in 
them were found Saddles, Swords, 
Carabines, great Quantities of Pow- 
der and Bullets, Standards, a Com- 
million from King Fames, &c. 

At the Trial at Mancheſter, Offob. 
17. i694. the Witneſſes depos'd, That 
the Perſons whom they accus'd had re- 
ceiv'd Commiſſions from the late Kin 
to Levy Troops, that they had lifted 
Solaters, and form'd *em into Bodies, 
with a Deſtzn to aſſiſt the French after 
their Landing; thit the Papiſts in 
Lancaſhire contributed for the Subſi- 
[fence of theſe Troops ; that they were 
Curniſh'd with Officers, Arms, and all 
forts of Ammunition for War, &c, But 
an unexpected Accident put a ſtop 
ta the further Diſcovery of the 


Conſpiracy, and fav'd the Traitors 


from 
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from the juit Puniſhment of their 
Crimes. 

They had Money to offer, and 
conſequently cou'd neither want 
Friends nor Protection, T he Firſt 
whom they gain'd was Teff: He 
had been well rewarded for his late 
Service, and expected a new Recom- 
pence for this Diſcovery, tho he had 
contributed nothing towards it, but 
the Aſſiſtance and Teſtimony which 
he gave to the Diſcoverer. - The 
diſappointment of his Hopes made 
him liſten to the advantageous Of- 
fers of the Faction, and reſolye to 
ſave his new Maſters at the expence 
of his own Reputation; for he was 
not aſham'd to declare thaf the Lan- 
caſbire Plot was a Fition concerted 
betwixt Lunt and himſelf, to Ruine 
ſome Gentlemen in that County. 
This Declaration was follow'd by 
ObjeRions that were made againſt 
the Witneſſes. They were accus'd 
of Corruption and Misdemeanors ; 
ſome of the Judges were preingag'd 
and poſſeſs'd with groundle(s preju- 
dices againſt 'em, and care was taken 
to diſguiſe the whole Aﬀair to the 
E 4 Coun- 


"ov 
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on William Cguncil, The Witneſſes were re- 
Mabe wy png preſented in the blackeſt Colors thax 
don immediare- Artful Malice cou'd invent, and com- 
9 after 1a mitted to Newgate upon ſuſpicion of 
:n4gav a be having Conſpir'd againſt rhe Lives 
ble Chara#r 2nd Honor of the Lancaſhire Gene» 
of the Witneſſes; 
,zving obſti. CIEMEN. 
nately r:fus'd to 
hear any thing that was offer'd to be alledg'd in their Favor, or to 
comply witly ſome of the Judges who wor'd have proceeded to the Exam» 
nation of other Witneſſes. 


The Aﬀair was afterwards brought 
before both Houſes of Parliament, 
who heard the Witneſles, and others 
who gave in new Informations. 
Some of %em diſcover'd the ſecret 
Treaty betwixt Taff and the Con- 


ſpiratorsz and all of %em juſtify'd 
j «xt and his Accuſation, And af- 
ter a full Hearing and Examination, 
that laſted about ſix Weeks or two 
Months, 'twas declar'd by both Hou» 
"© os Hout: CS, Thst there had been a hoyrible 
of Commons Copſpiracy againſt their Majeſties Life 


Ve? e112 \ OTES 


on that GCCa- 


hon 


and Government, NC. 

This Vote was an Illuſtrious Teſti- 
mony that the Witneſſes were not 
only Innocent, but merited the Thanks : 
of the Nation, yet the Prejudice of 
thoſe who ought to have protected 
| 'em, 
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'em, and the Intereſt of the Faction 
they had offended, were fo great, 
that the Reſolutions of a whole Par- 
liament cou'd neither pur a ſtop to 
their Proſecution, nor procure 'em 
2 fair Trial. They were indifted at 
the Lancaſhire Aſſizes, and, by the 
prevailing Force of the ſecret Springs 
that were employ'd againſt 'em, were 
found Guilty of Perjury. 

Thus, by an unhappy and prepo- 
ſterous Turn, the Criminals were 
become Witneſles; and the horrible 
Conſpiracy againſt Their Majeſties 
was reduc'd ro a Con{piracy againſt 
Traitors. 

But their Artifices were at laſt 
defeated, and Truth prevaild over 
the Power and Treachery of its Ene- 
mies, - The Diſcoverers alerted their 
Innocency by the Teſtimony of For- 
ty new Witnelies: The Lancaſhire 
Gentlemen .cou'd not prove. their 
Allegations, and thoſe who were 
Guilty of no other Crime than en- 
deavoring to ſerve the Government, 
were ſent away with aſſurances of a 
ſutable Recompence. 

In the mean time tho the Con- 
{pirators cou'd not ſucceed in their 
main 
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main deſign of diſcrediting the Wit- _ 
nefſes; they had ſpread ſuch a Miſt 
upon the whole Aﬀair that they 
hop'd they might eaſily conceal their 
Intrigues for the future from the leſs 
penetrating part of Mankind. The 
Diſcoveries that had been made were 
imperfe& - and controverted 3 and 
ſery'd only to give us a new inſtance 
of the difference betwixt the King 
and his Enemies. He was ſo far 
from imitating either the Arbitrary 
Violence, or Ungenerous Politics of 
ſome Princes in Ewrope, that he open- 
iy protected thoſe who had Con- 
pir'd againſt his Life, ſo long as 
there was the leaſt appearance of Rea- 
ſon to doubr of their Guilt. So dear 
is the Life or Honor of a Subje& 
to a King, that is (what every So- 
veraign ought to be) the Father of 
his Country. | 

On the other hand, the Conſpi- 
rators endeavor'd- to prevent a new 
alarm, by the Death of thoſe whom 
they ſuſpeted. For, not to repeat 
what has been ſaid concerning Xely, 
Doaſworth was killd by two Face- 
bite Brothers after he had diſcover'd 
what he knew of the they” - 

| n 
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And Redman was Murder'd two days 
after he had communicated his de- 
ſign to one who betray'd him. 

While the Facobites in Lancaſhire 
were purſuing their beloved Proje&, 
of deſtroying the Nation, with fo 
much Hear and Diligencez their 
Friends 1n Londow were continually 
forming new Deligns againſt His 
Majeſty's Life. 

When Parkey came to Enzland, 
to execute the Orders he had re- 
ceived from his Maſter, he enter- 
tain'd an intimate Correſpondence 
with Porter and Goodman, Two of 
the moſt zealous Inſtruments and 
Promoters of the Treafonable De- 
figns of the Parry, The Firft was 
born a Gentleman, and a Proteſtant; 
but had ſpent his Eſtate, and re- 
nounc'd his Religion. The other 
was 4 Comedian 'by Profeſtion, and 
had been formerly Try'd for endea- 
vouring to Poyton the Dukes of 
Northumberland and St, 4lbans, but 
either his Intereſt, Innocency, or 
Subtilty had favd tim from the 
Puniſhment that 1s due to fuch a 


Crime, Parker gave 'em the TWO Goodman” 
Firſt Companies in his Regiment,with 2:p-irion, A- 
| P:1] 24. 1696, 


a large 
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a large ſhare in his Confidence, and 
in the ſecrers of the/ Faction z bur 
wou'd never acquaint Yem with ſome 
of the moſt . Myſterious Circumſtan- 
ces of the Deſign. He order'd 'em 
to take a Houſe in, or near - Lozdoy, 
with large Stables, fit to lodge and 
accommodate Fifty or Sixty Horſes; 
that they might toy # a, condition 
to receive the Troops of Horſe, that, 
from time to time, were to pals 
thro* London, in their March to the 
Place of Rendezvous. This 1s the 
account he thought fit to give them, 
but if we conſider what happen'd 
both before and afterwards, *twill 
perhaps appear to be more than a 
bare conje@ure, that, ſince the De- 
ſign to Aſſaſſinate His Majeſty was 
then on Foot, theſe meaſures were 
taken to Facilitate the Execution 
of it. 

His Impriſonment diverted his 
Thoughts to other Objects, and 
found new Employment for his 
Friends 3 among whom, Charneckand 
Harriſon, deſerve a particular Re- 
membrance. The Firſt, who wear 
allo by the Name of Rebinſon, was 
Born and Educated a Proteſtant, 

but 
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d but chang'd his Religion, to Me- 
t rit the Late King's Favour ; which 
e was the lure Reward of ghoſe that 
- were willing to deliver - up their 


1 Conſcience, as a Pledge of their 
G Loyalty. He and another, were the 
only Perſons who comply'd with 
King James's Order to Magdalen Col- 
| ledge ; and. his Complaiſance, on 
x that Occaſion, procur'd him the 
Dignity of Vice-Preſident. But 
when Honeſt Men began to reco- 
ver what they had loſt, 'twas fit 
that Perſons of another Character 
ſhou'd looſe what they had gotten : 
The Laws that were Re-eſtabliſh'd 
by the. Revolution, render'd him 1n- 
capable of enjoying his Place, and 
by depriving him of his new Pre- 
ferment, made him an Enemy to 
the Government, both by Intereſt, 
and Reſentment. He had an equal 
Averſion to the Laws, to the Peo- 
ple, and to their Delivererz for af- 
ter he had incurr'd the Hatred of 
his Countrey-Men,' he thought he 
cou'd neither recover his Reputa- 
tion, nor Fortune, but by deſtroying 
their Liberty. 


Ha rriſon, 
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. Harriſon, alias Johnſon, was aRrieſt, 
who, for a conliderable time, had 
| been entruſted with the Manage. 
— Tir 487%" ment of King Femes's Aﬀairs, He 
rafer, thut WAS A Violent Melforaian , Van. A- 
Brice Blair, tive and Zealous Agent of the Par- 
gue Depoſ ty, and ſo far from being troubl'd . 
trims, _ with the  Scruples, and Checks of 
2 tender Conſcience; that he never 
took'd upon any thing as Difficult 
gar Criminal, that might ſerve to 
promote the Intereſt of the FaQtion. 
He had enterrtain'd a long Correſ- 
pondence with Zfe/fort . loſt his 
Credit at the Court of St. Germains, 
upon. the miſcarriage of the inten- 
ded Invaſionz for, as we obſery'd 
before, 'twas the conſtant Practice 
of the Late King's Conncil, in ſuch 
Iun&ures, to advance Mzadletor, in 
Complaiſance to the Proteſtant Facs- 
bites. 

Coolmers, After Melford's Diſgrace  Haryri- 
Depeſtien, 4- fon Choſe Caryl, the Late Queen's 
prit 24, 1696. Secretary, for his Correſpondent. 

He was the Inſtrament of Delive- 
ring Colonel Parker out of the Tow- 
er, which was an Important Ser- 
vice to the Party, He apreed with 
thoſe, who ſufferdd him to make 
bis 
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his Eſcape, for Five Hundred Pounds ; 
Three hundred of which were paid, 
and the reſt promis'd. 

Charnock and Harriſon, were look'd 
upott by the Court at St. Germains, 
as Perſons in whom they mighr 
place an Entire Confidence. The 
Projet of Aſlaſſinating the King 
was, doubtleſs, . Communicated to 
'em by Parker; who is thought to 
be the firſt Contriver of it. Thoſe 
who are engag'd in ſuch Barbarous 
Deſigns, endeavor to find a fort of 
Juſtification, or Excuſe, in the A- 
trocity of their Guilt. Every new 
Crime ſtretches their Conſcience, 
to make room for..a Sin of a larger 
Size, and Emboldens 'em both to 
Contrive and Commit the moſt 
Horrible Villanies. Nor 1s it proba- 
ble, that he conceal'd the Deſign 
from Porter and Goodman, with 
whom, both before, and after his 
Impriſonment, he entertain'd an In- 
timate Correſpondence. However, 
*ris certain, that theſe Four Men, were 
either the firſt Contrivers of the Pro- 
jet. or at lea!t conſulted about the 
molt proper Ways, to put it in 'Exe- 
cution, 
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cution, after it was Communicated 
to 'em. 4 

Ar firſt, they only mention'd, the 
Seizing of the King, and the car- 
rying of him to France ; either be- 


cauſe they had no other Intention . 


at that timez or becauſe they fan- 
cy'd that even the Fainteſt Senſe 
of Honor and Vertue, might make 
the Conſpirators, rejeX the ſtartling 
Propoſal of an Aflaſſination. 

'Tis plain from their Proceedings 
afterwards, that their ſceming Mo- 
dcration, on this Occaſion, was not 
the effet of any Inclination they 
had to ſpare His Majeſty's Life. 
That Barbarous Deſign was propos'd, 
under ſeveral, and very difterent No- 
tions, according to the Characters 
of thoſe to whom it was Commus- 
nicated: They uſually contented 
themſelves, with mentioning the 
carrying, away of the King, when 
they imparted the Projet, to thoſe 
1n whom they found ſome unextin- 
guilh'd Sparks of Honor; bur they 
icrupld not to own the Aﬀafſina- 
tion 1n the broadeſt Terms to thoſg 
who, they perceiv'd, were tranſpor- 


ted by a brutiſh and ungovern'd Fu- 


ry/ 
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ry.. Yet eventhoſe who had made the 
greateſt progreſs in putting off all 
Humanity cou'd not forbear difco- 
vering the inward Horror that rack'd 
their guilty Conſcitences, Their 
Minds were ſo agitated by a Senſe 
of the Enormity of their Crime, 
that they. cou'd not fix upon the 
Way of executing it. . Sometimes 
they concluded that the quickeſt way 
to ring in King James, and reſtore 
him to his Crown was, by knocking 
King William on the Head: Some- 
times they reſolv'd to hurry the King 
away to Rumaney-Marih, ard from 
thence to carry him over to France 
And in ſome of their Conſults *twas 
determin'd to carry him- alive into 
France if they cowd, if they cou'd not 
take him alive then to Aſſaſſinate him, 
and pretend it was done by a Ranaom 
Shot. 

Brice Blair was one of the firſt to 
whom they communicated the De- 
ſion, He was a Scotch-Mari by Birth, 
and educated a Presbyterian, . but af- 
terwards tarn'd Papiſt, All the Time 
he had ſpent in the Service cou'd 
not procure him a higher Poſt than 
that of a Lieutenant; and _— 
CG el 
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he reſolv'd to take a nearer (tho q 
more indiret) way to Preferment, 

| Yet neither his Religion nor Ambj- 

tion cou'd make him ſo much an 
Enemy to Honor and Virtue, as to 
be a fit Companion for the Conſpi- 
rators, He was never preſent at 
thoſe Conſults where 'twas examin'd 
whether the Aſſaſſination, or the Car- 

2 Blairsrying away of the King was the quic- 

Arc rath Keſt or ſureſt way to bring in King 

1696. James and reſtore him to his Crowns 
for when Charneck propos'd the Ne- 
ſign to him by the leaſt odious name, 
he rejected it in ſuch a manner that 
they durit never mention it to him 
afterwards: 

Goodman's Not long after Porter and Goodman 
Depoſition, A= Communicated the Project to Sir 
pril 246.1696 George Barclay, who was then in 

England, and juſt ready to go over 
to France, They defir'd him to ac- 

uaint King Fames with their De- 
_ that, if he approv'd it, he might 
ſend *em a Commiſſion with a Par- 
don included 1n it, 

Goodman's It ſeems Barclay did not ſend *em 
TS = the Commiſſion they expeRted : But, 

ſome time after, Charnock told Good- 
man that therewas an Order to _ 
nc 
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the Prince of Orange, for ſo they uſu- 

ally calPd his Majeſty. Upon this C-ptain Por- 
advice a Conlult was held, where $971 2h” 
Charnock produc'd one Waugh that was 1695. 
lately come from France, who told 

'em that he expected a Commiſſion 

to ſeize the King. This was look'd 

upon as a ſufficient Encouragement 

to (et all their Engines at Work in 

order to a = mnogg proſecution of 


the Grand Deſign. They held Mee- 


ting after Meeting to concert the 
Methods of executing it : In thele 
Conlults' ſome of the Conſpirators 
acquainted the reſt with the Intellt- 
gence they had at Deal, where they Goodman's 


reſolv'd to ſecure a Veſſel. To this _— 
Effect they ſent for a Man who of." 7000 
fer'd to furniſh 'em with one, but 
diſmiſt him becauſe they cou'd not 
agree about the Price. Then they 
reſum'd their Debates about the 
Commiſtion 3 bur ſince they had none 
to produce, they broke up without 
coming to a Concluſion. 
Some days after, Charmock, Porter 
and wauzh met at Brentford, where 
they conſulted about the Ways of 
executing the Attempt. They view d 
the Ground , conlider'd the Houſes, 
G 2 where 


Capt. Porter's 
Depoſition, A- 
pril 15. 1696. 


Lariie's Depoſi- 
7:0n, February 
26th. 1696. 
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where they ſhow'd place their Men, 


and waited till his Majeſty ſhou'd 
return from Richmond, that they 
might obſerve the Guards who ac- 
companyd him, and his uſual Way 
of Travelling. 

They continu'd their Meetings du- 
ring the Months of Fanuwary, Februa- 
7y and March 169*; and in one of 
their Conſults at the Aivre-Tavery 
in St. Fames's Market, the Deſign 
was communicated to Larie, whom 
they look'd upon as a Perſon entire- 
ly devoted to the Faftion , becauſe 
he had ſufferd a long and tedious 
Lmpriſonment upon ſuſpicion of hold- 
ing Intelligence with the Enemies 
of the Government, He embrac'd 
the propoſal, and perhaps was real- 
ly willing to be engag'd in it, tho, 
it we reflect upon the Mafiner and 
Circumſtances of his Diſcovery, it 
may be prelum'd that he only ſeem'd 
to comply with *em, that the Con- 
fidence they plac'd in him might en- 
able him to acquaint the Government 
with the dark Intrigues of its trea- 
cherous Encmies. 

The Conlpirators were all the 
while kept' in ExpeCtation of a Com- 
miſlion, 
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miſſion, which was retarded by fe- 
veral Accidents, waugh had told capr. Porter's 
King James that the Earl of Arran Rs, Ho 
and the Lord Forbes were willing * 
to be concern'd in the Delign to 
carry away the King; but when he 
attempted to dilcourle with 'em on 
that Subjet, after his return from 
France, they both refusd to have any 
thing to do with him. 
'Twas reported among the Con- 
ſpirators, that the News of this Dil- 
appointment ſtop'd rhe ſending of 
the Commiſhon, which was already 
Sign'd, and expected by every polt. 
And belides, there was cne Croſby 
who went to France, and talk'd 19 
freely and particularly of the De- 
ſign'd Attempt, that *twas plain he 
was better acquainted witi the (e- 
crets of, the Faction, than they either 
imagin'd or defir'd. Parker wrote, Caps. Porter's 
upon this occaſion, tO Porter and Good- ws 8 oY : by” 
man, who aſſur'd him that they had 
never communicated the Delign to 
Croſby: However it ſcems the Court 
of St. Germains were lo alarm'd by 
this and other. Accidents, that they 
relolv'd to be more cautious and re+ 
lterv'd for the Future. 


G 3 In 
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In the mean time the Conſpira- 
tors were {5 afraid of ' looſing the 
preſent Opportunity, that they re- 
ſolv'd to purſue the Deſign, with- 
out expeRting a Commiſlion. To 
this end they provided Men, Arms 
and Horſes; but wanted a Velllel 
to Tranſport the King to France, if 
it ſhow'd be relolv'd to oarry him 
away, or to facilitate their own 
Eſcape, if they ſhou'd agree upon 
the Aſſaſlination, and therefore, to 
ſupply that Defe&t, Charnock way 
ſent to Hea/, with Recommenda- 
tions to a Captain of Horſe, who 
was acquainted with the Deſign , and 
La Rue was appointed to accompanie 
him. But their Meaſures were entirely 
broken by the unexpected haſte of 
the Kings Departure for the MWe- 
therlindcs, 

When they ſaw they had loſt the 
Opportunity of executing their De- 
[1gn upon Ris Majeſties Perſon , they 
reſum'd the Proje& of the Invaſion. 

They entertain'd private Emilſla- 
ries in all the Parts of the King- 
dom, who made it their buſineſs to 


ſtudie the Inclinations, and pry in- | 


to the Aﬀairs of the People ; that 
th 
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chey might afterwards attack em 
on the Weak Side, and ſtrengthen 
the Faction by the Addition of a 
Iromiſcuous Multitude of all forts 
of Perſons, 

By this means they engag'd a 
confus'd Medley of Diſaftetted Per- 
ſons: And belides, they depended 
upon the Aſſiſtance of all the bi- 
gotted Papiſts, and a conſiderable 
number of pretended Proteſtants 3 
all the Creatures of the Late Reign, 
thole who had loſt either their Em- 
ployments or Expectations by the 
Revolution, all the Promoters of + 
Arbitrary Power, ſeveral Officers of 
the Army that was diſpers'd at $S4- 
lisbury, and ſome Souldiers, who 
preferr'd a Seditious Idleneſs, and 
the Ignoble Dangers of Plotting, 
before the Honourable Occaſions of 
acquiring Glory in the Field. 

The whole Deſign was carried on 
by a Set of Men, who had either 
loſt, or never had,' a Senle of Ho- 
nour and Vertuez who look'd upon 
the Laws and Religion, as Vain and 
Empty Names, and acted as if their 
Private Intereſt, and the Recom- 
pences they expected had been a 
G 4 ſuf- 
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ſufficient ſecurity for the Public 
Safety : Men who had neither Re- 
putation to looſe, nor Eſtates to live 
uponz who were equally Indigent 
and Idle, and were neither able to 
endure the uſual Hardſhips of Pover- 
ty, nor willing to prevent em by 
an honeſt Induitry: Turbulent and 
Reſtleſs Spirits, who delight in 
Tumults aud Confuſion, and repine 
at the Quicer of their Neighbors 5 
and, as a worthy Reinforcement to 
the Cahal, thoic who were hot fit 
to appear 1n better Company, I 
mean, iuch as were ſulpe&ted of Co- 
wardice, For as no Man has cons 
rrib"ted more than his Majzſty to 
bring Valor into Credit and Faſhion , 
is his Fate to be extremely hated 
by Cowards, as he 1s generally re- 
{peted, and in 2 manner ador'd by 
tne Prave, Thoſe who have the 
Cour:ge to alpire to Glory, Admire 
an Example which they can never 
imiraie; and never was any Prince 
jo Telov'd by his own Army, or 
io eEfteem'd by chat of his Ene- 
Hes -- | 

There were two forts of Perſons 
1N whom the Con'pirators plac'd 4 
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particular Confidence , the New Con- 
verts and the Libertines whom they 
had drawn into the Party; thoſe 
who had either no Religion, or had 
embracd that of the Fation. | For 
they concluded that ſuch Perſons as 
theſe wou'd always be ready to en- 
gage in a Deſign, that tended to the 
Deſtruction of all Honeſt and Good 
Men. 

'Twas one of their principal Stra- 
tagems to cry down Religion in ge- 
neral;, becauſe they were ſenſible 
that the love of our Religion kept 
us inſeparably united to a Prince 
that had preſerv'd it. And at the 
ſame time they left no means un- 
attempted to weaken and divide our 
Church: For on the one hand, they 
endeayor'd to introduce a Remiſl. 
neſs and Indiffcrency in Matters of 
Religion, and on the other, they 
made it their buſineſs to foment our 
Differences about certain new Op1- 
nivns, exaſperating the Zeal of our 
Orthodox Divines by Artifices that 
need not be mentiond in this 
PI1CC, . 

They eadeavor'd to inſinuate them- 
ſelves into the confidence of thole 
who 
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who ſeem'd to be diſſatisfy'd with 
the Court; and oftentimes made uſe 
of 'em as Tools for the carrying on 
of a Delign of which they were 
wholly ignorant, 

They admitted all that were willing 
to be engag'd, but were more than 
ordinarily careful to draw in thoſe 
who might be uſeful to the Faction 
flattering the Intereſt of ſome, and 
the Ambition of others, and enti> 
cing both with ſmall Preſents and 
large Promiles. 

They endeavor'd to corrupt the 
Officers of the Fleet, Army and Mi- 

Tis appears litia ; and tamper'd with the Clerks 
” 9p” and Secretaries of thole who either 
April oh 'were, or had been employ'd in E- 
1696. mineat Poſts under the Government, 

that by their means they might get 
Intelligence of ſuch things as they 
were deſirous to know. Thus they 
obtain'd an Account of the Naval 
Forces of one, and a Lilt of the Ar- 
my of another. 

'Twou'd be an endleſs Labor to 
relate all their Contrivances and Ma- 
chinations ; and therefore I ſhall con- 
tent my {elf with taking notice of their 
General Maxims, 

They 
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They were ſenſible that the Eng- 
liſh are generally poſſeſsd with a 
natural Antipathy againſt the French, 
that we had been for a long time 
under perpetual Aprchenſions of the 
growing Power of thole incroaching 
Neighbors, and that our Jealouly 
and Averſion were extremely heigh- 
ten'd ſince the beginning ofthe War. 


And therefore to divert our Hatred _ 
and Suſpicion to another Object, they 


endeavor'd to poſſeſs us with an ill- 
grounded Jealouſy of the Dutch. To 
this end, they were ſtill putting us 
in mind of . the dangers to which 
we expos'd our ſelves, by depending 
upon the Friendſhip of a Nation, that 
was wholly compos'd of Presbyteri- 
ans and Republicans; without con- 
ſidering that their being ſo makes it 
their Intereſt that we ſhou'd never 
imitate their Example ; fince their 
Provinces wou'd be quickly aban- 
don'd, if their People cou'd find in 
this Kingdom the Religion , Diſci- 
pline and Government to which they 
are inclin'd by Birth and Education. 
For *tis very natural to ſuppoſe, that 
if theſe Impediments were remov'd, 
> Inhabitants of ſuch a Country 
as 
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as Holland, wou'd embrace with Joy 
the inviting Opportunity of living 
in a Fertile and Pleaſant Land, where 
they might ſecurely enjoy all the 
Comforts and Conveniencies of Life, 
with infinitely leſs troubleand pains, 
and without the Diſadvantage of 
paying Taxes in time of Peace; and 
to which they might eaſily tran- 
ſport both their Trade and E- 
' ſtates; 

Another of their deteſtable Con- 
trivances was to make us forget, or, 
at leaſt, to leſſen our Eſteem tor our 
Deliverer. *'Twas for this Reaſon 
they uſually call'd him the Dutch 
Prince, and ſometimes had the 1m- 
pudence to ſpeak of him in baſe and 
ſcurrilous Terms; as when, at one 
of their Traiterous Mzetings, they 
{queez'd an Orange, and drank a 
health to the Deſtruttion of the [queen's 
ana rotten Orawze, 

'Twas thus they were not aſham'd 
to treat a Prince who ſav'd Enrope 
by his Courage and Reſolution, who 
inſpires his Armies with Valor by his 
own inimitable Ex1mple, and has 
made his Subjets Maſters of the Sea, 
and Arbiters of the Chriſtian m_—_ 
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A Prince to whom we owe all the 
hopes we can reaſonably entertain, of 
an honorable and advantageous 
Peace ; and who has rais'd the Glo- 
ry of the Nation to its. Ancient Re- 
putation and Splendor. 

Sornetimes they afteted a ſeem- 
ing Zeal for the Public Good, that 
they might have an opportunity to 
exclaim againſt the neceſſary Charge of 
theWar.Thole who were belt acquain- 
ted with the Intereſt of the Nation, 
and moſt concern'd to promote it, had 
often demonſtrated, what common 
Senſe ſuggeſts to every conlidering 
Perſon, That the Expending of our 
Money, on this occaſion, 15 the beſt 
Inſtance we can give of our Fru- 
gality ; That *tis both our Duty and 
Interelt to give away part, that the 
whole may be prelerv'd; That His 
Majeſty's Predeceſſors might , eaſily, 
and with little charge, . have ſtopp'd 
the progreſs of their ambitious Neigh- 
bor; That 'tis their Fault we are 
now oblig'd to pay ſo. dear for our 
Preſervation; That if the French 
were Maſters of the Netherlands, the 
preſent Taxes wou'd not be ſufficient 


for our neceſlary Defence , That if 
Hol- 
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Holland were alſo added to their Con- 
queſts, the unavoidable Charge of the 
War wou'd be ftill greater; And 
that, at laſt, when we ſhou'd have 
no Allies to ſupport us, we muſt 
infallibly become a Prey to the In- 
{olent Cruelty of our Enemies, and 
for ever groan under the inſuppor- 
table Yoke of Popery and Sla- 
very. 

Such RefleRions as theſe were made 
by ſeveral wiſe and judicious Per- 
ſons, and inculcated with all the force 
of Reaſon and Eloquence , but 'twas 
in vain to hope that Reaſon wou'd 
have any Influence upon thoſe who 
were reſolv'd to ſtop their Ears a- 
gainſt it, and made 1t their buſineſs 
to hinder others from hearing it. 
The Conſpirators, with their uſual 
Impudence, continu'd ſtill ro infiſt 
upon an Objection that had been fo 
often and fo unan{werably confuted; 
amuſing the People with perpetual 
Murmurings and Complaints, and 
imagining that the groundleſs Ap- 
prehenſions, which they endeavor'd to 
raiſe in the Minds of the unwary 
Croud, wou'd , by degrees, make 
-em loſe the Remembrance of the 
Real 
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Real and Terribls Dangers that 
threaten'd 'em in the preceding 
Rejgn. 

But the ſubtlkſt and moſt dange- 
rous of all their Artifhces, was that 
by which they cunningly impos'd 
upon the heedleſs Credulity of ſome 
Perſons; who neither approv'd their 
Principles nor Practices. For tis 
certain that the Party of thoſe who 
really long for the Eſtabliſhment of 
Arbitrary Power and the Deftru- 
ion of the Proteſtant Religicn, is 
in it ſelf very fmall and inconſide- 
rable, and wou'd be eternally rhe 
Weakeſt, if it were not augmented 
and ſupported by an unthinking Mul- 
titude who ſuffer themſelves to be 
led they know not whither. This 
may be properly calPd, The Liſting 
of Tools for the Service of the Fa- 
(ton. 

At firſt, to cajole the Church- 
Party, they employ'd the Intereſt 
they had at Court, in ſome of the 
preceding Reigns, to raiſe a Perſecu- 
tion againſt the Diſſenters ; bur their 
ſeeming Zeal for the Prelervationof the 
Church that is eſtabliſh'd by Law 
was lo little to be depended on, that, 
even 
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even then, they had titular Prelates 
who were actually engag'd in a Con- 
ſpiracy againſt the Nation, and only 
waited for a favorable -opportunity, 
to diſpoſſeſs the Proteſtant Biſhops, 
In the late Reign they ſeem'd to alter 
their Meaſures, and began to court 
the Non-Conformiſts,that all theSedts in 
the Kingdom might think themſelves 
oblig*'d, both by Gratitude and In- 
tereſt, ro ſupport a Government that 
protected 'em. By this unexpected 
appearance of Tenderneſs they inli- 
nuated themſelves into the good O- 
Pinion of a conſiderable Number of 
the Diſſenters, who deſir'd no ,more 
than a Toleration to Worſhip God 
after their own Faſhion: But while 
theſe deluded People were expreſ- 
ſing their Thankfulneſs to the Court 
in fulſom and extravagant Addreſſes 
thoſe very Perſons who appear'd to 
be the moſt zealous Promoters of a 
Liberty of Conſcience here, employ'd 
all their Intereſt to enflame the Per- 
{ecution in Frarce, and were perpe- 
tually ſoliciting that Monarch to 
compleat the Ruine of his Proteſtant 
Subjets. 


Since 
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Since the Revolutian, it has been the 
conſtant Endeavor of the Faction to 
engage thoſe who are always un- 
ealie 1n time of War, by reaſon of 
the Charge and Inconveniencics that 
attend it : But in this, as mn all other 
Projects and Contrivances, they were 
ſo far from making good their Pre- 
tenſions to a hearty Zeal for the 
Good of their Country, that they 
made two dc{perate Attempts to de- 
liver it up ro the Revenge of an in- 
cens'd Enemy. 

At preſent they take advantage of 
the dangerous Folly of thole who 
are ſtill wiſhing for a Peace, without 
conſidering either the Terms or Con- 
ſequences of it. They believe, or at 
leaſt wou'd make us believe, that 
every Man is a declar'd Enemy to a 
Peace, who deſires that it may be 
ſolid and advantageous. They wou'd 
fain perſwade us that tis the King 
who oppoſes it ; tho they are ſenſ1- 
ble we cannot be 1jgnorant, that *tis 
his principal Care, as well as his In- 
terelt and Glory, to procure the 
Quiet and Happinels of 'Eurepe, T he 
main Drift ot theſe pernicious Inft- 
nuations 1s either to render His Ma- 

H zeſty 
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jelty odious to thoſe who are unac- 
quainted with their Devices or, by 
a treacherous and ill-{ecur'd Peace, 
to make way for a.Faral ad Blocdy 
War, againſt thoſe very Perſons whom 
they now amuſe with a pretended 
Zeal for the Intereſt of their Coun- 
try. For (uch wou'd| be the difmal 
and inevitable Conſequences of their 
falſe Politics, if the King and Par- 
liament wou'd renounce their won- 
ted Prudence in complailance eicher 
to Fools or Kanaves, 

It muſt be acknowledg'd that we 
cannot, without Injuſtice, pronounce 
an equally ſevere Sentence upon all 
who promote the deſigns of the Fa- 
tion. For *tis certain there are a 
confiderable number of deluded and 
unthinking Perſons, who luffer them- 
{elves to be led by thole who are 
Superior to *em both in Wit and 
Mal:ce, But tho the ſimplicity of 
ſuch undeligning Tools may in ſome 
meaſure extenuate their Guilt ; 
their obſtinacy makes *em as Dan- 
gerous 2s the fiercelt and moſt de- 
jperate Traitors, For when one does 
what he can to deſtroy the Laws, * 
Religion, and Liberty of his Coun- 


ry, 
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try, the Honeſty of his Intention 
can never atone jor the fatal Conle- 
quences of his Error, 

This Reflexion wou'd perhaps 
carry me beyond the Limits of my 
intended Moderation, it I were not 
reſolv'd to give the moſt favorable 
Treatment that can be allow'd to 
to thole for whom His Majeſty rc- 
tains a Paternal Aﬀe@tion, notwith- 
{tanding their repeated Provocations. 
In imitation of fo generous an Ex- 
ample, all poſſible care thall be ta- 
ken, to ſpare a Names of thoſe, 
whoſe Crimes 'have not already ren- 
der'd 'em incapable of ſuch a Fa- 
vor. 

Among thele notorious Criminals, 
we gay juſtly reckon Sir lian 
Parkins, Sir Fohn Friend and Sir Fohz 
Fenwick, The' Firſt was bred a Law- 
yer, and never had ſo much as the 
Name of a Soldier, till he was made 
an Officer by King Fames. He was 


treated by the Court at Sr. CEFNMERS; was -frombl 
with a more than ordinary Civility : 17ers 12 447 
They told him that they expeccd ; 


great things from him; and "tis pro- 
bable he expected great Rewards 
from them. Ar firſt he ha4 only a 

H 2 F roop 
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Troop in Parker's Regiment z but 

fnce they knew he had an Eſtate, 

they quickly put Iim 1n a way co 

ſpend it, by fendiag hin a Com- 

miſſion to Levy a Regiment of 
Horle. 

Sir Fohn Friend was a Citizen and 

Prewer of Loxden, oblig'd to the 

late King for an advantag-ous Place 

in the Exciſe. However, tho he 

was ditiatisfy'd with the Revolution, 

and retus'd to comply with the pre- 

ſent Government, he ſeem'd at rſt 

unwilling to engage in ary Plot or 

Conſpiracy againit it. The little 

Sen'e he kad was ſufficient to con- 

vince him, that 'tw as not his Buſt- 

neſs ro reform the Works of Provi- 

dence, and much lels to declare him- 

(clt an Enemy to his Religion and 

Country, But neither his Judgment 

nor Conſcience was able to reſiit his 

Vanity, which was itrong enough 

| to make him facritice both, for an 

I enpy Complement. They ſhow'4 

"hin a Litter from Melfort, by which 


i append thit King Fares placd a 
grext ceal of Confidence in hims; 
ana the poor Van was even raviſh'd 
with joy at his Old Maſter's Kind- 


neſs. 
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neſs. Hz: wrote a Letter to King k 
James, and receivd fo obliging an 
Anlwer, that, ro expreſs his Grati- 
tude, he relolv'd to ſpend a good 
part of his Eſtate in his Service, In 
purſt: ance of this Reloſution,: he ad- 
vancd conliderable ſums ot NM-ney, 
upon ſeveral occalions, which were 
pay'd in Parchment, a fort of Coin 
that pals'd currantly among Perions 
of Sir Fchu Friena's Character, tho 
Its intrinſic Value was Icarce equal 
to that of the 1ri/b Braſs-\toney. Sir 
Fobn receivd a Commitlion to be 
Colonel of Horle, and Brice Blair, 
whom the Party emptoy'd to draw 
him 1n, was made his Licutenant- ; 
Colonel. The Firſt had an Eſtare, 7. —- 
and the Second was a Soldier; Sir ;. 167. 
Fohn was to be at the Charge of 
raiſing the Men, and Zatr was to 
inſtrut him in the Duties of his 
new Occupation, Belites, Fer7 4/078 
was one of Sir Foba's Particular 
Friends, by whoſe Agency he en- 
deavor'd to draw in the Presbytcri- 
ans: And he was lo conident of 
the ſuccels of that Negoriation, that 
he prom:s*d to bring a con(1derable 


Number of 'cm to meer the Late 
H 3 King 


The Hiſtory of the 


King at his Landing. Heentertain'd 
alſo an intimate C orrelpondence with 
Harriſon, and the Popith Rebels in 
ſome Counties, with whom he was 
ready to joya inthe intenucd Malla- 
cre of the Proteſtants 3 tho, aftcr all, 
if we may take his own Word fort, 
te hid the good Fortune to dye a 

{artyr for the Churceh and Religion 
of E: [1 A. 

os Y ya Fenwick 1s a Man of Qua- 
liry, 224 had a conſiderable Eſtate, 
I: was a Colonel in the Engliſh 
Troops, thit were formerly {cert to 
the Aintance of tiis Dutch; ind tis 
ſid thit be Was wither dilmit from 
the S-ryice, cr quitted It upon ſome 
gue. His Ci oraccin Holland lerv'd 
to recommend him to the Enoliſh 
Cour, and Mrocura him the place 
B54 * 08 -a';it in the late King's 
(GUMIGS, SijoE the ticvolotion, he , 
bs 2rd neither pains nor colt to 
promote thit Frinze's intereſt 5 and 
as a Wark of - ; Zeal and Ficelity, 
wertook to Levy a Regiment of 
' f r his Service. Yct tho the 
ry Name be bcors is odicus to 
roteltants, tho his Relations are Pa- 
, and his Erother a Prieſt, and 
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tho he was always diſtinguiſl'd by 

the peculiar confidence which the 

Faction placd in him; among all 

the Informations I have yet had 

occalizn to ſee, there are none 

that charge him with having any 

hand in rhe Conlpiracy againſt 

His M.j-Rty's Perſon: But either - his 

Confelfion or Trial will ſoon unrid- os Peat 

dle the Myſtery, and clear all our p44", 

doubts concerning him. March 3.1655. 
Thele Three Men were each of 

'em to Levy a Regiment of Horſe, 

and one Tempeſt of Durham had a,  . 

Commiſion to raiſe one of Dragoons. , Dd. Fokug: 

Belides, they depended on Parker's 26. 169; 

Regiment 3 for tho the Colonel was 

in France, there were Commillions 

actually diſtributed toraile the Troops, 

Theſe were the Five Regiments of 

Horſe and Dragoons, which the Con- 

fpirators boaſted they had in Ergland, 

They expected allo a Body of Horle 

from Lancaſhire, where a conſiderable 

number. of Papiits were ſtill in a rea- 

dineſs to March to the Rendezvous, 

Sir Fohn Friend entertain'd a Corre- 


 ſpondence with 'em, and pay'd 'em 


Subliſtegce-Money, either upon his 
own account, or by Order, And 
1 4 Twas 
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'rwas by the Aſſiſtance of theſe Ima- 
ginary Forces, that the Conlpirators 
tancy'd themſelves in a Condition 
to undertake the Conqueſt of Great 
T4197 Britain. | 
| ; - Some of 'em wou'd have per{wa- 
The Earl of , Gy 
Aylezbury, ded the Faction to try their Fortune 
a« 37 John with their own Forces, without 
cn waiting for the Afliſtance they ex- 
pected from France, They had ta- 
' ken ſo many Ways to prepare the 
Diſpoſitions of the People, that they 
concluded 'em to be generally ripe for 
an Inlurre&tion, Beſides, the Kin 
was in F/1n4ders with his Army ; 
* and the Cunipirators were not much 
i afraid of the ſmall Number of ſtan- 
z ding Forces that were left for the 
Deicnce of the Kingdom. And as 
Ten Scditious ard Dilafte@ted Per- 
jons male a greater Buſtle than Ten 
Thoultand Men who live in Quiet ; 
lo the: Facobites, who are ſcarce a 
Handful to the Honeſt Party in the 
Kingdom , make as much noiſe as 
all the rcit of the Nation. 

The Impunity of their Crimes 
leflen'd their Remorle for *«m, and 
the Ciemency of the Government 
encourag'd 'cm to conſpire againſt 
It x 
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| if + but ſince 'twou'd have been a 
S | difficult Task to bubble a whole Na- 
n tion, or to make em AQors 1n their 
t own Deſtruction, the Defign of con- 
quering Enzland by an Engl Army 
- was rejected as impracticable, and the 
: Conſpirators found themſelves ob- 
: lig'd to depend upon the Athſtance 
of the French. 

'Twas about the end of 37ay, or 
the beginning of July, 1695. that 
ſome of the moſt cenliderable Per- <0 Ha Cm 
ſons of the Faction met to delibe- M:rch 14 
rate about the preſent polture of '*- 
their Aﬀairs, The Earl of Aylesbury, 
the Lord Montgomery, Son to the 
Marquels of Pows, Sir Fohn Friend, 

Sir Willierm Parkins, Charnock, Porter, 

Goodman, Cook, &c, were preſent at 

a Confult which was beld at the 0/4 gogman, 
King's-Head Tavern 11 Leader Halls D:po/ition, As 
Street ; where they agreed to ſend® il 24. 1696; 
Charnock with a Meſſage to King 
Fames , entreating him to Drocure 
Eight Thouſand Foot, a Thouland 
Horſe, and a Thouſand Dragoons 
from the French King. 

Charnock accepted the Commiſſion, 
but delird to know what number 
of Forces he might offer in their 

Names ; 
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Names ; upon which they promis'd to 
meet King James at the Head of Two 
Thouſand Horſe, as ſoon as they 
ſhou'd receive the News of his Lan» 
ding. 

This was but a ſmall Force for 
ſo great an Undertaking ; tho it will 
appear to be much above the Strength 
of the Faction, if we conſider the 
Ways they took to Levy and Subiſt 
their ſecret Militia, They tamper'd, 
indifferently, with all Indigent and 
Scandalous Ferſons, eſpecially the Of- 
hcers and Soldiers who had contribu- 
ted, in Jreland, to the Oppreſiion of 


the Proteſtants, or, in E-gl/and, to 


che Subverlion' of the Laws, They 
gave Money to the poorer Sort for 
their preſent Subliſtence, but kept 
*em {till in a neceſſirous Condition, 
that they might be oblig'd to depend 
upon the Party. 

They endeavor'd to engage the 
Otlicers, by Flattering 'em with Hopes 
of Preferment z making the Enſigns 
Captains, and promiſing Regiments 
ro thole who were Captains before. 
Fer ts neither Reaion nor Juſtice, 
but Licentioiiineſs and Diſorder, that 
advance the De{.uaz of a Faction. p 
O 
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Of their Troopers, ſome had Nio- 
ney to buy Hor!cs, but there were 
few of this Number; fome reckon'd 
to borrow *cmi upon occaſion, and 
others reſolv'd to take em where they 
cou'd hud cm. 

Sir Foha Feawice was the Author Goodman”; 
of the laſt of theſe Projects ; for, in- P'pofrio, A- 
itead of renccring tnermlelves ſulpe- ae fb 
Fed by roviding 4 great number of 
Horles, * advisd em, when the 
Deſign ſhou'd be ripe for Execution, 
to ſeize on all the Horſes they cou'd 
hid, in, or about Loxdey, Arid this 
Advice was ſo well lik'd by the Con- 
{pirators, that fome of 'em took care 
to take a Lilt of the Horles, 

Moz was this mecerly the EffeR of 
Sir Fobn Feawicks Prudence; for he 
had already been fo Liberal a Pene- 
fitor to the Faction, thar he found 
himſclf obligd to moderare his Ex- 

Fences for the Future. His Credt- 
t rs, to whom he had revgn'd his 
Et: ie, allow'd tim an Annuicy, 

hh; EG Of 4 * 7 
which was ſufficient for tits Subii- 
ſrence, bur not for carrying on his 
Deſigns, B:ice Blair' 

Sir Fohn Frieyd was aimoſt in the Depoſition, 
ſame condition , for he had adyanc'd Mb 16 


169%. 
iach 


fa i0n, March 
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ſuch conſiderable Summs for the 
{ubſitence of his Men, that he was 
afraid, if the Delign of the Invaſion 
thou'd milcarry, he ſhoau'd not have 
enough left to carry on his Trade. 

Sir William Parkias had allo pur 

| himſelf to a conſiderable Charge, tho 

Sweets 27% he had bought but Thirty Horles, 

which was a mecr Trifle in compa- 

__ _ riſon to the Number he wanted. 

he Ru ve. And beſides, the Arms he had pro- 

26. 169, vided wou'd not have furniſl'd the 

_ Twentieth part of his Regiment :; 

—_— however they were more than he 

:jon, Marth durſt own, and therefore he was 

23-169; forc'd to hide %em in the Country, 

To conclude, they cou'd not but fore- 
{ee that thoſe whomthey had drawn 
in by ſupplying their preſent Neceſ- 
littes,' wouw'd not be fo ready to en- 
counter the apparent Dangers of the 
Attempt, as they were to offer their 
S-rvice. 

'Tis plaia from theſe Remarks 
that 'rwou'd have been a hard Task 
tor the Conipirators to make good 
thew Promi'e, to meet the Late 
King at ihe Head of Two Thouſand 
Horie. Belid2s, the Charges of car- 
rying on the Dclizn was roo heavy 

for 
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for thoſe that were engapg'd 1n it ; 
their Money was ſpent 1n ulcleſs 
Preparations, and a longer Delay 
wou'd have been as dangerous as 2 
rath and prepoſterous Haſte. 

Charnock was a Man of too much 
Senſe, and to well acquainted with 
the Strength of the Faction, to rely 
upon the yPromiles they had made 
him : And therefore he delir'd another 
Meeting, which was held at a Tavern 
near Sir Fohn Fenwick's Ludgings, and 
conſiſted of the ſame Perions that 
were prelent at the former, except 
the Lord Montzomery, There Chay- 
nick delird to know whether they 
were relolv'd to make good their 
propolals, and upon the new Aſfuran- 
ces they gave him, he undertook the 
Commiſhon, and ſome days after, 
cmbark'd for France, 

But the late King's Council did 
not think fit ro Anſwer their Expe- 
ations: For the Deſign was not 
yer ripe for Execution, nor their 
Afﬀairs, either in Enzland or France, 
in ſuch a Poſture as they delir'd. 

They had ſounded the Inclinati- 
ons of the Parliament, People and 
Army 3, and by ſeveral vain Attempts 

had 
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had endeavyor'd to debauch their Fi- 
delity. *Twas their Intereſt and De- 
fire that either the whole Army, or 
2 conſiderable part of it, thou'd be 
disbanded by the Parliament, thar' 
there might not be a ſufficient num- 
b=r of ſtanding Forces lefr, to oppoſe 
the Conſpirators. 

To this end, their Emiſſaries were 
inſtructed to exaggerate the unavoi- 
dable Inconvenrencics of the War, 
and to perſwade the People, and 
elpecially their Repreſentatives, that 
*rwou'd be neceflary to encreale our 
Naval Force, for the ſecurity of our 
Trade, and at the ſame time to le(- 
ſen an Army that was uſeful to Fo- 
reigners, but only chargeable to our 
Selves. How 15 the Nation cheated, 
was their uſual Cant, and what oc- 
calion is there for ſo vaſt- an Expence, 
as if lo brave a Fleet were not ſuf- 
ficient to defend us? How are we 
degencrated from the Valor of our 
Anceſtors, how bafely do we injure 
their glorious Memory, by dreading 
an Enemy whom they have ſo of- 
ren defeated, and how poorly it 
{ounds in the Moyth of an Engliſb- 
Man to talk of an Invaſion trom 
| Prance ? 
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France? By thele and ſuch like cun- 
ning Inſinuations they wou'd have 
periwaded us that we were oblig d 
in Honor to give our Enemies all 


. the advantages they cou'd deſires 


and that *twas a mark of Cowar- 
dice to put our ſelves in a poſture 
of Defence. But theſe Arrtifices did 
not take efftet, tho rchere were even 
ſome well-meaning Perſons who had 
lcarn'd the Language, and promoted 
the Deſigns of hn who ar the ſame 
time were plotting their Ruine. 

They had endeavor'd ro {tir up 
the People to Rebellion, or at leaſt 
to try what might be expected from 
'em if an Inſurrefion thou'd be be- 
gun. 

In purſuance of this Deſign, ſome 
Facobites, taking advantage of the 
Mildne(s of the Laws, and the In- 
dulgency of the Government, met 
at a noted Tavern, where under pre- 
text of a Drunken Frolic, which 
they hop'd wou'd be either {lighted 
or excus'd, they aſſum'd the boldnels 
to ſtop thole who happend to pals 
that way, and to make 'em drink a 
Health to King Faxes and the pre- 


tended Prince of wales. But at laſt 
the 
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i110 People were fo incens'd, and broke 
1:1t) the Houle with {o much Fury, 
th1: the Impudent Rioteers, fearing 
to by torn in pleces by the Rabble, 
wcre glad, for their own lecurity, 
to be ſeiz'd and carryd to New- 
92te, 

They had alſo form'd a Project to 
ſurorize the Tower, to favor the 1n- 
ten:led Inſurretion; but all rhe 
Fricnds they had in it were not a- 
bl: ro make 'em Maſters of that -1m- 
portint Place, nor cou'd they hope 
ro keep it, it they ſhou'd have ſuc- 
ceed.d in the Attempr. 

They had, in the laſt place, en- 
deavor'd to corrupt the Forces that 
were leit in the Kingdom, but had 
no great reaſon to boaſt of their 

Goodman: Succu!s: For, except ſome Troopers 

D-piition, A-;jn the Earl of oxfora's Regiment, 

pril 24. 169% 1nd here and there an Officer or a 
Soldier 1n the Militia, there were 
none who wou'd be engag'd in fo 
black an Enterprize. 


Cap: Porter's N or was the poſture of their Af- 
D- » ”, A- ASPC 1 7 a 1 » i 1 
prit cog, FAS IN. Frexce more encouraging than 


in Erl:ad, For Lewis XIV. ſtood 
in nced of all his Forces to oppoſe 
the 'Contederates whom he cou'd 
nor 
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not hinder from m2king conſiderable 
Conqueſts, We were Maſters of the 
Sea, and were either preparing, or 
had actually begun, to B-mbard his 
Sea-port Towns. His Fleet was coop'd 
up in the Mediterranean and durſt 
not venture to repaſs the Streights : 
So that how welcome ſoever the 
Propoſals might be to the Courts of 
Verſailles and St. Germains, they cou'd 
not in ſuch a JunCture ſpare ſo ma- 
ny Mea as their Friends in England 
delir' d, And therefore Charnock was 
ſent back with a Compliment to 
the Jacobites, and a- promiſe of Al- 
ſiſtance upon the firſt convenient 

Occaſion: | 
The laſt Winter was the Time 
they pitch'd upon to make good their 
Promiſe. Thirty Batalions were or- 
derd to March towards C:/ars, and 
the late King lett St Germarns to 
put himſelf at the Head of *em. Three 
or Four Hundred Tranſport-Ships 
were prepar'd with all poſſible te- 
crecy and diligence ro bring over 
their Land-Forces, under the Convoy 
ofa Squadron of Men of War, {ome 
of the Men were already embark'd, 
and the reſt were embarking, 1n or- 
T | JH 


- 
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der to make a Deſcent upon this + 
Kingdom, before Providence thought 
fit to diſcover the myſterious Deſign 
of this Expedition, 

Any conſidering Perfon that was 
not acquainted with che Myſtery of 
Tl Iniquity, wou'd have concluded the 
"| Invaſion of England to be as Impra- 
'Þ Cticable then, as it was the Summer 

| before. The French Fleet was ſtill 
at Thoulon, and notwithſtanding the 

Brice Blair, adVice we had of their Deſign to 
D-poſition, Re-paſs the Streights, we had no 
_— '6- realon to be afraid of any Attempt 
: they cou'd make againſt us. For, 1n 
all humane probability, we ſeem'd 

to be equally ſecure, whether the 

Squadron that was defign'd to rein- 

force our Fleet in the Streights thou'd 

purſue their intended Voy.ge or re- 

main in our Ports; fince their arri- 

val there wou'd have prevented the 

Return of the Thoulon Fleet into the 

Ocean, and their ſtaying here wou'd 

have enabl'd us to encounter with 

both the Fleets of our Enemies. And 

our Apprehenſi»ns were extremely 

leſen'd by the daily ExneCtation of 

our Squadron from Cadiz, which, 

we had all the reaſon in the World 

t0 
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to believe, wou'd fail immediately 
after the French, ſince they had no- 
thing to do in the Mediterranean af. 
ter Geir departure. 

Belides, we know that the Thos- 
lon Fleet cou'd not paſs the Streights 
without a favorable Wind, and that 
even the quickeſt aud moſt proſpe- 
rous Voyage they cou'd expet, 
wou'd extremely retard the Execu- 
tion of their Deſigns. 

Our Enemies knew before this 
time, that our Squadron wou'd not 
fail to the Mediterranean for that 
was ſo far from being kept ſecret, 
that *twas openly declar d. Nor cou'd 
they be ignorant that we had a very 
conſiderable Number of Mea of War 
in our Ports, and that the outward 
bound Fleets of Merchant Ships with 
thoſe that were daily expected, wou'd 
furniſh us with a more than ſuffici-. 
ent Number of Seamen to Man 
them. | | 

. Before they cou'd execute their 
Deſign againſt us, 'twas neceſſary 
they ſhou'd Embark their Troops, 
paſs the Sea and make a Deſcent in 
this . Kingdom: And, after their 
Landing, ſome time muſt have been 
I 2 ſpent 
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ſpent in Receiving the Engliſh Re- 
bels, forming a Bcdy of Horſe, En- 
treaching therr Forces, and furnifh- 
ing themſelves with Proviſions and 
Ammunition» Now, ſuppoſing that 
all theſe Preparations wou'd have re- 
quir'd no more thati Four or Five 
Days 3 *tis plain from the Event, 
that, even upon fo ſhort a Warning, 
we cou'd have put our ſelves in a 
poſture of Defence, For not long 
after, they found to their coſt, that 
we were able, ta as little time, to 
bring Fourſcore Men of War toge- 
ther , and conſequently wou'd have 
been equally in a Condition to bring 
over a ſufficient Number of Forces 
from Flinders, and to hinder our E- 
nemies from ſending a Reinforce- 
merzt to make good their Def 
cent, 
Nor coud it be ſuppos*d that any 
Jacobites, who had not entirely loſt 
'he ute of their Reaſon, we'r'd ven- 
ure to join an Army of 1-oreigners 
wat wou'd hive been 1n a manner 
Leliegd hoth by Sea and Land, and 
ccu'd neither avoid nor reſiſt the juſt 
Fury of an injur's Nation. And 


bevides, we ſhou'd have quickly rais'd 


a Nu- 
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2 numerous and formidable Ar 

for the City of London alone offer'd 
to furniſh the King with Twenty 
Thouland Men, on that occa-» 
lion. 

Thus *tis plain that the Deſign of 
invading England, in fuch a Jun- 
ure, was either abſolutely impra« 
cable, or at leaſt as with 
unavoidable, . and almoſt invincible 
Difhculties, and conſequently might 
have been juſtly look'd upon as the 
Wild Project of a Diſtemper'd Brain 
if the Conſpirators had not depen- 
ded ypon the ſucceſs of an Exvedi- 
ent which they had contrivd to dil- 
ſolve the Parliament, and put the 
whole Kingdom into a Conſternation 
that wou'd have made us incapable 
of defending our ſelves. They knew 
that His Majeſty was the Life and 
Soul of his Subjeft-, that his Wit- 
dom ſfecyr'd 'em from the Devices, 
as his Valor prote&ed 'em from the 
Attempts of their Enemies, and 
therefore reſolv'd upon the compene 
dious Way of Deſtroying E»g/and 
- the Perſon of its Great Defun- 

cr, 


I 3 But 
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But before I proceed to give an 
account of that Helliſh Enterprize, 
*twilt be highly convenient to take 
a view of the preceding Intrigues 

and Contrivances of the Faction. 
In France, they induſtriouſly ex- 
aggerated the Number and Power 
of the Engliſh Fac-bites. Td perſwade 
the People of that unhappy Nation 
to endure, with a ſervile patience, the 
Tyranny of their inſvlent Oppreſlars, 
they gave out that the Engliſh were 
quite Exhauſted by the multiply'd 
Taxes that were 1mpos d upon 'em, 
that they were not able to ſupport the 
Charge of the War any longer, and 
weyu d be quickly torc'd ro ſubmit to 
the Mercy of Lew the Great. And 
the ſame Artifice was made uſe of, 
to encourage the French Council 
to prote& and afliit the Late King, 
It appears that the French King 
gave Crcdit to thoſe 'Surmilſes , for 
in 2 Letrer which he wrote to his 
Ambatiador at the Court of Sweden, 
he favs exyreſly, That his Troops were 
March:no to the Coaſts, and ready t0 
Embark, as ſoc72 as the News of an 
Inſurreffion in that Kingdom ſhou'd 
tonfirm the Advices he had ſo often 
; | : YO 


7 
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recetvd, &c, tht the Nation was gee 
nerally Diſſatisfy'd with the Prince of 
Orange” sS Government. 

But he was quickly made ſenſible 
of his Miſtake, and that too in a 
manner, which was equally glorious 
to the Engliſh Nation, and mortity- 
ing to its moſt terrible Enemy, for 
tis certain, and muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd, even by thoſe who jaw it 
with Grief and Vexation, that nc- 
ver any Subjects diſcover'd 3 more 
tender Aﬀection, and a more hearty 
and vigorous Loy alty to their Sove- 
reign, than the Parliament and Peo- 
ple of England did, on this occation, 
to His Majcſty. 

In the mean time the Emiſlaries 
of the Fattion, who are diſpers'd thro 
all Europe, were induſtriovily labour- 
ing to defame the Ergliſh Nation, ,, 
and to render us either odious Or w 2 mn... 
ſuſpected to the Princes our Allies, nl Kio 
that they might look upon us as un- p,4. fl, 
worthy of their Afliſtance, and leave 79/4 of ow 
us to the Mercy of ovr Enemies. ;;,; ap 
They endeavor 'd to put all the World a-ongow {7}. 
in Expectation of bcholding New ER: Ws cord 
Cataſtrophe's in a Kingdom, wh ich tory of the 
they uſually ſtile, The La44 of Rero- 3 evelurions | 
l 4 lutions, 


[4 


LY 
> 4s *. LADCRA, 


The H: ory of the 
lations, anc © 11: rh.y pretend that 
"L umits aid Tnivrie tiyns are the 
jJamiltir Ne-tetttuns of the Peo- 
wp 


Co vindicate the Honor of our 


Country, and ditc.,v. the Werknels 


and Injuſtice of thele ipuctul Aſper- 
ſions, 'twill be ſufficient tc obſerve, 
that it has been the conitant Practice 


of the Fa&tion, to faſten their own 


Crimes upon us; and to aſcribe the 
Diſorders and Diviſions, which they 
kindle and foment among us, to the 
Genius of the Nation, and the Hu- 
mor of the People. Nor will the 
Parliament and People of England be 
accus'd of Lightneis and Inconſtancy 
by any unbyais'd Perlon that confi- 
ders how much they have exceeded 
even their Witcſt and moft Wary 
Neighbors, in ſecuring their Liberty 
and preſerving an undiſturb'd Peace 
and Tranquillity in their Country, 
and how firmly they have adher'd 
to their own true Intereſt, durin 
the whole courſe of a War, which 
they maint1in with equal Glory, Pru- 
gence and Reſylution, 

The Roman Catholic Princes were 
zpbraided for entering into a Confe- 
-\p deracy 
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deracy with the Enemies of their 
Religion. But they were too wile, 
and too well acquainted with the 
Deſigns of thoſe who wou'd have 
perſwaded 'em to ſacrifice their In- 
tereſt to their Superſtition , to ſuffer 
themſelves to be impos'd upon by 
an Artifice, which, twice in our 
Memory, had almoſt prov'd Fatal to 
Eurepe. Firſt, when, under pretext 
of promoting, or, at leaſt, not op- 
poſing, the Advancement of the Re- 
man-Catholic Religion, the French 
King was ſuffer d to over-run the 
United Provinces, and to extend his 
Conqueſts ſo far that in the Judg- 
ment of the leaſt Apprehenſive Minds 
it ſeem'd hardly poſſible to hinder 
him from making himſelf Maſter of 
Amſterdam, and, with it, of the Fleet, 
Army, Credit, and Money of that 
potent Republic, which wou'd have 
render'd his Power almoſt as bound- 
leſs as his Ambition. And, a Se- 
cond time, when, after the Peace of 
Nimeghen, the French found a way 
to keep us from looking abroad, by 
eng3ging us in unneceſſary Quarrels 
about Religion at home, and by thar 
means diverted the prudent Ot” 
® 
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of the only Nation in Esrepe that 
was able ro curb their Ambition 
for, by retaining the poſleſſion of 
Pignerol, Cazal, Hunninghen, Stras- 
burg, Montrogal, Luxembarg, &C. they 
kept, at once /ta/y, fwitzeriand, Ger- 
many and the Vetherlanas under a 
kind of SubjeRion ; and, in the Ge- 
neral, all the Princes and States of 
Europe were over-aw'd by the levere 
Politics and formidable Power of an 
ambitious Monarch, who, like an 
ill-natur'd Neighbor, made every 
petty Treſpaſs or accidental Slip, the 
pretext of a new Invaſion. 

If our Deliverance had been de- 
terr'd till the Popiſh Party had f{ecur'd 
the Plurality of Voices in the Parli- 
ament. and ModelPd an Army to 
ſupport their unjuſt Uſurpations : If 
the two Kings had had time to ex- 
ecute the Grand Delign of deſtroying 
Holland, and extirpating the Northern 

zreſy; the Houſe of Au/tria wou'd 
have been quickly ſenſible of the 
tatal Con{cquences of this pretended 
Advancement of the Roman-Cathoelic 
Religion, But, to return to the 


Kingdom that was docm'd to feel the 
| firſt 
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fr effets of theſe diſmal Altera- 
tions. 

The Eneliſh Facobites, as well as 
the Court of St. Germains, were ge- 
nerally divided into Melfordians and 
Middletonians ; and while one of the 
Parties declar'd openly for Arbitrary 
Power, the other inſiſted upon the 
Neceſlity of entering into a kind of 
Treaty with the Nation, 

The former were entruited with the 
Secrets of the Faction, and the Com- 
mand of the Troops that were to be 
employ'd in the Deſtruction of their 
Country. All the Colonels were a- 
nimated with the Spirit of Aelford : 
Parker was engag'd in the molt fu- 
rious Deſigns of the Party 3 and both 
Parkins and Friend are repreſented as 
violent Melfordians, by a Perlon in 
whom they plac'd a particular Con- 
fidence, The Lancaſbire Papiſts both 
by Inclination and Intereſt, were zca- 
lous Promoters of Arbitrary Power. 
Porter, Goodman, Charneock, and the 
reſt of the Officers, who were to aR 
either in the Aſſaſſination or [nvalion, 
were influenc'd by the lame Principles, 
and ready to obey the moſt barbarous 
Orders of ther Commanders. 
[SM Thus 


Brice Blair in 
his Depoſitron, 
March 9g. 1695. 
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Thus each of the oppoſite Cabals 
apply'd themſelves to their reſpe&ive | i 
y Tasks: For while the AMiddletoni- Þ 7 
11,188 4s were employ'd toamule the Peo. || 7; 
We! | ple with flattering Hopes, and Aſſu- 

} rances of a favorable Treatment ; the 


» 
a 
Melforgdians, who were the ſole Ma- |} i 
ſters of the Forces and Arms of the c 
Faction, were putting themſelves in ÞÞ 
a condition to violate the Promiſes ÞÞ 
of the former z which made one lay, 

| 


| 
| 
4 That he was neither ſo much a Fool, 
WH - nor a Villain, as to engage in the 
| ! Party. 


It ſeems the Faction imagig'd that 
they cou'd eaſily betray the Nation 
to the. cruel Ambition of a Foreign 
and Implacable Enemy : * But not- 
F withſtanding their Confidence of Suc- 

| ceſs, they icrupP'd not to contrive 

the baſeſt and moſt treacherous Ex- 

pedients to accompliſh their unnatu- 

ral Deſign. The Reader will find 

an evident Confirmation of both 

theſe Truths in a Diſcourſe that paſt 

Brice Blair, between Brice Blair and Harri- 

Depoſition, ſon, as tis related by the former up- 
March 9.1695. oo Oath; 7 wer, lays he, to ſee Mr. 
Harriſon, 4 little after Sir George 

1 Barclay came from France, who told 
S ae 
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me that there might be ſomething done 
in a little time , which mi.ht be an 
Introduftiows to King James's Reſtoya- 
tion, [ asd him after what man- 
ner that buſineſs coud be effefted ; 
and after ſome pauſe he told me, that 
if King James cou'd not come in time 
enough, that his Friends might burn 
the Navy Vitualling Office, wherein 
the Proviſons for the Mouth lay, 
which might retard the Engliſh Fleet 
from getting to Sea for a confiacrable 
time. ] told him, being amaz'd to 
bear ſuch words from 4 Prieſt's Month, 
that it was not prafticable, and if it 
weve, there wou'd be few found that 
wou'd ran the riſque. He told me 
that he wou'd hate me «4 forward in 
the King's Service as any Man, and 
that he was told by a Gentleman, and 
a very good Officer , thit if he was 
ſure of but « Hwnared Horſe, he 
wouwd end the War in a Fortnights 
time, &C. 

Twas by propoling ſuch Expedi- 
ents, that the Conſpirators endeavor'd 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves; ſince they 
found by experience that this was 
the only way to gain the Favor and 
Eſteem 
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Eſtzem of the Parry, Melford him. 
ſelf was obligd ro give 'em a new 
Specimen of his barbarous Politics, 
and evea to ſtrain the natural Fierce- 
nels of his Temper, to ſupport his 
ſinking Credit, For after he had 
been diſmiſt for ſome time, as a 
Raſh and Furious Perſon who was 
only fit to purſue violent Methods, 
and incapable of that ſeeming Mo- 
deration which the preſent Jun- 
ture requir'd ; he was immediate- 
ly reſtor'd to Favor, as ſoon as the 
Party was convinc'd of the Feafi- 
blenels of the Proje&t he had con- 
triv'd againſt the Liberty of the 
Nation, and the Life of its Delive- 
rer. Thus Middleton was kept as a 
Reſerve for the Day of Adverlity, 
while Melford was cheriſh'd as their 
better Genius, who alone had the 
Art of improving an Advantage, 
and making our Yoke ſo theavy that 
we ſhou'd never afterwards be able to 
ſhike it off, | 

They lefr no means unattem- 
pted to confirm the Court of St, 


Germains 1n theſe Maxims, To this 
End, 
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End, an ingenious Jeſuit was cho- , F#/h-r d'Or- 
ſen to repreieat the Aﬀeairs of Eng- or wing 6 
Lind, and elpecially the late Revolu- R-volurios 8 
tion, according to the Laſtrutions ,,"89"% _ 
h: had receiv'd from the Parcy. It Monur: and 
muſt be acknowledg'd that the Work #9591 
is adorn'd with all the Embelliſh- acorn PPAR 
ments of a beautiful Stile; and the - Er! of Ca- 
Management of the Subjet wou'd mein ore 
have been extremely ſurable to the don an Iriſh- 
Juncture, if the late King had been _ 
1n as faira way to remount the Throne 7h: +: ha che 
as they imagin'd, The Author en- {59 i 27 
dexvors to cxaſperate that Prince's Kine * qua. 
Revenge: He imploys all his Art /*z -4-plca'd 
to convince him of the Juſtice and 4,0, 
Lietulneſs of the Melfordian Princt- the Tuird Tome. 
ples, and, to render his Arguments 

more agreeable, and conlcquently 

more Effe:tual, his Advices are al- 

ways intermix'd with Apulogies and 
Panegyrics. 

He commenis King Chnzes Il. for gy, vg 
ſeizing the Charter of London, and | 
reſolving at lalt to Govern without 
a Parſiamenty and even has the con- 
fidence to tell us, that, for this rea- 
ſon, the Four lat Years of hu Life 
were properly the only Years of hijs 


Reign; and that he became the Ma- 


ſter 
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fter of his Subjefts as ſoon as they per. 
ceiv'd that he was reſold to rule with. 
out a Parliament, Heexclaims again(t 
the Presbyterians, whom he tiles, 
the natural Enemies of the Royal Pre- 
ogative, adding, that of all the Pro- 
zeftants, they are the moſt furiouſly bent 
to extirpate the Catholics : and frailes 
King Charles for the Care he took 
to lupprels their Meetings: Yet not 
long after he becomes their Advo- 
cate againſt the Church of England, 
and brings in King James, telling the 
Clergy, that the Perſecutions they had 
rais'd againſt the Diſſenters, made di- 
vers of his Good Subjefts leave the 
Kingdors, He derides the pretended 
Contratt betwixt a Soveraion and Hit 
People, and reckons it a pernicious 
*himera , or, which is the ſame thing, 
ne puts theſe Words inta the Mout 
of thole Lords whoſe Sentiments he 
rad avs Approves: He ſpeaks of the Prote- 
been thiught ri- ſtant Cabal, and divides it into the 
rem _ Epiſcopal and Preſbyterian Cabals, as 
Perſecution of If the Roman-Catholits were the Bo- 
che Proteſtants, dy of the Nation, 
ofthe» He endeavors to fix a ſtain upon 
gt Qubel the Immortal Memory of thoſe Illu- 
"= an. {trious Defenders of the Laws and 
T 1 
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Liberty of England, who ſacrificd 
their Fortunes, for the ſafety of their 
Country, and were neither afraid 
nor aſham'd to mount a Scaffold in 
ſo glorious a Cauſe. He ſpeaks of 4 
* matchleſs Infidelity; of perjidiors x $,1- terms 
deſrens, that con d not be preverted by the Veriue and 
the moſt cautions Prudence, of the un- 972-89 IE 
heard of Treachery of ſo many Perſons hazarded 
J great Onality, who abandon d a 090 -iy Yoo 
ri ce from whom they had receiv'd ſuch ,, ® of pany 
fenal Favors of the ſhanreful C 0nſpi- vation of their 
racy of ſo many Kings againſt him , <v*nry. 
and of the Moderation with which 
he began his Reign. Ke tcl. him 
that Bad Subjects can never be gain d 
by Kindneſs, and that the Event has 
taught him what meaſures he ought 
to have taken to prevent his Mistor- 
tune. To conclude, he does what 
he can to inſpire him wh Revenge, 
and to perſwade him that Cruclty 
and Oppreſlion are the two principal 
Maxims of State which he ought to 
purſue for the future. 
At another time the [action wor d 
have taken more carc to conceal thcir 
Sentiments; for we mult do cm the 
Juſtice to acknowledge that they 
want nether Wit nor Prudence. But 
EE + they 
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they look'd upon the Conqueſt of 
England as ſo ſure a Project, and 
were ſo little apprehenſive of itsmiſ- 
carriage, that they ſcrupld not to 
diſcourſe publickly of the New Re- 
volution. The News of the Defign 
were ſpread over all Exrope ; and e- 
ven rhere were ſome who pretended 
to fix the time ofits Execution. Some 
talk'd at Eaſter,others mention d the 
>eginning of the Spring, and ſome 
put it off till the Flcet trom Thonlos 
thou'd join that which lay at Breſt, 
In the meantime their confident Me- 
naces were {lighted as vain Rhodo- 
inontades by all honeſt Men, becauſe 
they were not acquainted with their 
execrable Deſign to Afſlaſhnate his 
Majeſty. 

Sir George Barclay, a Scotchman, 
Licutenant of King James's Guards, 
was the perſon that was choſen to 
command the Afſfaſſins. He ſer out 
from dt. Germains in September, to 
execute his bloody Commiſhon, with 
the aſliſtance of Twenty or Twoand 
Twenty Men, who were appointed 
to obey his orders. Some of that 
intamous Troop came over with therr 
Leader; Some went before, = 0- 
tners 
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ſomething or him, being very ſen/b/e © \nd among 
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thers follow'd him. Harris was one They came 0. 
ver 1n a Velle!, 


of the laſt, who in his Cepoſition, ich uwelly 
-pril 15th 1696, athrms upon Oath, paſt betwixt 


Cal.us and 
That he was an Eni'gn of Foot under Rumanzy Ma: ſh, 


the late King James 11 Scotland, that bir: e1n2 GYCTD 


Le had ſerv d ſince in the Second 1 roop * Packets tothe 
of his ' nards in France That about 9, A 
Fencn 


the 14th of January laſt, New Stzle, Goods, cnd 


, . certain 7ac. 
King James ſent for this I aq bu, was 


and Michael Hare his Camerade. That vers whower 
K ing James ſpoke with them in the late vive to $0 
Dneen'sBedchamber and told this Infor. -.'** rakes 


mant,that he had anOpportunity of doing 7 tz L ICC, 


ei od bis wells Thet be monks of there 
end him into England where he foul « tain Prie%s 
Wi - 

be ſubſifted, and that he was to follow = Rn 

Sir George Barclay s Orders, and 1m «dContavard 
0 doin; he: would take care of hint. Gus, ce, 
1hat he had order d them Noney for Cepeir, 
their Journey, which they ſhonld recerve pril 5, 1555, 

rom Mr. Caroll (w-0 7s Secretary to 
the late Dneen ) Kine James told this 
[nformant further, that he ſhould find 
Str George Baiclay e: cry Munday 
and Thurſday between Jis anc y2 VC 
at Nieht, in Covent-Garden-Square, 
and that they micht know him by a waitd 
Handkerchief hangin ont ef {18 ar 
Pocket 5 and King James pr//irg « 


K 2 Ca 
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GeorgeHar- 
, wereeither Troopers in King James's 


ris's Depoſition 
Apriit5.1656 


The Hiſtory of the 
Liſt out of his Pocket, told this Infor. 


mant, when he was in Fngland, he 
muſt go by the name of Jenkyns, and 
Mr. Hare by the name of Guinney, 
Colonel Parker was by all the time 
when King James ſpoie to this Infor- 
mant, and by the King's Order, Colonel 
Parker went with this Informant and 
his Camerade to Mr. Caroll's and My, 
Caroll told themr, that the King had 
ordered them Ten Louis d Ors apiece, 
which would be enongh to carry them o. 
ver, and if they ſhould chance to be 
Wind bound, he had writ to the Preſs. 
dent Toſſe at Calais, to furniſh them 
with Money, &c 

The reſt of the Aſſaſlins that were 
ſent over to aſliſt Sir George Barclay, 


Guards, Penſionaries of the Court of 
St. Germains, Otfhcers who expected 
preferment, or Soldiers taken out of 
the Regiments, to be employ d m 
that execrable Ser: ice. 

The Faction made uſe of none but 


ſuch as were Perſons of Truſt, and 
who, they believ'd, would not ſcru- 
ple to engage 1n the dire Attempt. 
And, that the Aſſaſſination might be 


look'd upon as a Stratagem of War, 
thoſe 
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thoſe who were to at init, were 

" þ, | for the moſt part Officers and <ol- 

and | 9iers. 

ey This Infamous Detachment ſet out 

from St. Germains at ſeveral times, 

for. and under various pretex's: One 
GeorgeHarris's 

el | gave out, that he was going tocon- p:y;/ztion, A- 

md | tioue his Studics in one of the Col- pril 15. 1655. 

My B leges in Scotland ; and another, that 

ad | he was weary ot the Service. 


re, Secreſy was part:cularly recom- 
9. | mended and enjoind to every one 
be of em : And lealt thcir abſence ſhou d 
+. be taken notice of, and give occaf- 
_ on to various Diſcourſes and Conje- , 


Y Twas M m 
Ctures, *King Jares leclar'd at his yy 4, xn 


Levee,that'twas his pleaiure that nance 4.inred 1h. 
| ſhould preſume to talk of their Þe- with 0 pol 
parture, and that he wou d ſeverely /.; M 
p puniſh thoſe who ſhou'd give him the 

leaſt occaſion to believe, that they 
were more curious toengquire into his 

deſigns, than zealous in obeying his 

Orders. 

In the mean time Sir George Barclay 

arrivd at Tondon, where he met 

with Charnock, that faithful and zea- 

lous Agent of the Partv, and atter- 

wards with Porter and Geodman, who. 

were eaſily prevail d with to enyage 
3 In 


. -— w=w4; 
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in a Deſign that was formerly pro- 
pos'd by themſelves. 

Afterwards the Confſpirators en- 
g2g d Major Lowick, Knightley, Ber- 
tram, Chambers, Durance a Walloon, 
Cranburn, Kcndrickh, Grimes, Fiſher, 
Larue, Sherburn and Keys, who was 
formerly Porter's Servant, but was 
now become his Confident and Com- 
panion. And beſides theſe, they reck- 
ond themſelves ſure of Pendergraſs 
who was 1n the Country, and Flow- 
den, whom they reſolv'd to ſend for 
out of F7ampſhire. 

They were all engag'd in the ſame 
Deſign, ated upon the ſame Princi- 
ples, and were influenc'd by the ſame 
Motives and Expectations 3 tho they 
made uſe of various pretexts to lel. 
ſen the ſcandal of their Crime, and 
to conceal the mercenary Ends that 
engag'd 'em in it.? One of them ſhew'd 
the Wounds he had receiv'd in the 
War, accuſing his Majeſty as the cauſe 
of 'em ; another complain d that he 
had loſt his place by theRevolunon: 
but allin general, were poſſeſt withan 
immoderate deſire to advance their 
Fortunes, without con(1dering either 
the danger or infamy of the Ways 
| | they 
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. hey took to fatisfy their Ambition. 

There are (till ſome Seeds of Vir- 
tue jn the Soul of Man, ſome remain- 
ing Strictures of her primitive Luſtre 
that cannot be blotted out with one 
Daſh. It requires time to finiſh a 
Villain, as well ,as to form a Hero; 
the one muſt (ink by degrees beneath, 
as the other muſt by ſuccefhive ſteps 
aſcend above, the common Level of 
Humane Nature. The Confpitators 
were lenſible of this Truth, and ſince 
they coud not expect to find Inſtru- 
ments ready made that were fit for 
{ach a Work, they were forcd to 
undergo the trouble of faſhioning 
their own Took. To this end, they 


conceal'd. the blackeſt part of the Knight!y, A- 
Defizn from thoſe with whom they 2 > 15>? 


began to treat, and contented them- 
ſelves with a general cxhortation to 
contribute their afliſtance to reſtore 
their abdicated Monarch, or. in ſomec- 
what plainer Terms, to meet him at 
his Expected Landing : But after they 
had, by ſuch Infinuations as thele, 
prepar d the Diſpolitions of their Pro- 
ſelytes for any violent Attempt, they 
proceeded to Diſcloſe the bottom 
of the Myſterions Villany, and told 
K 4 them 


The Hiſtory of the 


'em frankly, that the quickeſt way to 
bring in the late King was by knocking 
King William onthe Head, or, to give 
a oft ter turn to ſuch a ſtartling Pro. 
poſal, by making War upon hins in his 
WH inter Duavters. 

They pretenaed that ſuch an At- 
tempt cou'd no more be reckon'd an 
Aſſaſſination, than if they had kill d 
him inFlarders,as he chang d hisQuar*+ 
ters, and remove from one Town to 
another : And Barclay, to hide the 
Infamy of the Parricide, was wont 
to ſay, _ 
Honor : Well attach the Prince of Q- 
range at th Head of his Guards. 

But ſince there are degrees in all 
ſorts of Crimes, and every Traitor is 
not willing to become an Aſlaſlin ; 
the Conſpirators had the Mortificati- 
on to find their propoſals rejected 
by ſome, even of their own Party. 

Francis deLa- T he two Brothers, Thomas and Bevil 
_ [t-n, Fliggins, tho violent Facobites, refasd 
'6c3. 2 **to haveany hand inthe Def gnagainſt 
his Majeſty s Perſon. 

Capt. George SF John Friend was acquainted 
Porter's Dep9- With the deſign, but diſhk'd it, not 
—_ *arch 3- from any honeſt Principle, but be- 
a caule he was afraid it would ic 
[0 


we are Men of 
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the Intereſt of the Faction. Nor way 
this a groundleſs Apprehenſion, ſince 
few have ſo mean an opinion of 
themſelves, as to enter 1nto the Ser- 
vice of a Party that wou'd engage 
'em in ſuch baſe and deſperate At- 
tempts, and even refuſes to acquaint 
em perfetly with the Defign of 
which they wou'd make 'em the In- 
ſtruments, Sir William Parkins was 
an aftive Promoter of the Deſign, 
but was not willing to act 1n it : And price Blair's 
Blair endeavor to diſlwade ſome Pep//ition , 
of his Friends from being concern d "9: 690: 
in it. 

The Officers that were ſent from 
France to obey as Order which had 
never been communicated to 'em, 
cou d not forbear murmuring when 
they were acquainted with the Buſt- 
neſs in which they were to be em- 
ploy'd. They askd one another, ; 
whether this was the fine Exploit erzefarrive 
they were ſent to atchieve ; but all = pages +" 
the Scruples that Virtue, Conſcience 
or Honor cou d {uggeſt to'em, were 
not able to make 'em forget the po- 
ſitive Order they had reeerv d 

Major Lowick was the firſt who de- 
clard'that he wound obey, becaule 


he 
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he was ſure that Sir George Barclay 
wou d not undertake any thing with- 
out Orders. Rookwood was of his 
opinion, inliſting ſtill upon this, that 
the King ſent him to obey Sir George 
Barclay. Bernard, Harris, Hare, and 
the reſt, ſaid, they wou d be govern'd 
by their Companions. Thus tis plain 
that they thought themſelves oblig d 
The brave TO Obey, in a caſe, in which Diſo- 
Grilhn retus'd bedience 1s the principal Duty and 
to aſſaſſinate ;ſtinguiſhing CharaQer of a Man of 


the Duke of 
Guiſe, tho the Honor. 


Propoſal was 


made to Fim by his Soveraign, Henry ITI. of France. And when King 


Fohn of England, would have perſwaded Debray, the Captain of his 
Guards, to afſaſfinate a Prince that pretended a right to his Crown ; 
that generous Officer reply'd, That he was a Gentleman, and not « 
Aangman, and immediately retir'd to his Houſe, 


Several ways were propos'd in 
their private Meetings, to Aſſaflinate 
his Majeſty. Brice Blair in his De- 
poſition March 17th 1696, takes no- 
tice of an Attempt that was to have 
been executed by Men that were to 
lie in wait for him on the Road as he 
was going to Embark for Holand, 
He affirms that Bertram told him, the 
laſt year, that Charnock had engag'd 
him and others to Afſaſlinate the 
King on his way to Flanders ; and 
that 
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that the Deſign wou'd haye been put 
in Execution,1if they had not receiv'd 
Counter-orders from St. Germains,the 
day before the King ſet our. 

Tho the Credit of this Paſſage de- 
pends entirely on the diſcourſe be- 
twixt Bertram and Blair, ſince there 
are no other Witneſles that atteſt it, 
nor any circumſtances or preſumptive 
Evidence brought to Confirm it; I 
thought my felt obligd to mention 
it, as a thing that 1s neither impro- 
bable, nor 1impertinent to the Sub- 


 jectof this Hiſtory, But fince I have 


ſuch a variety of Matter before me, 
and every Circumſtance confirm d by 
unqueſtion'd Evidence, I will notin- 
fiſt upon any thing that comes ſhort 
of an undoubted Trath. 

'Tiscertain that there were ſeveral 
Projects ſect on foot, or at leaſt pro- 
posd by the Conſpirators to execute 
their deſign d Attempt againſt his Ma- 
jeſty's Perſon, In the begmning *twas 
thought fit by ſome, either to Seize, 
or Kill Him at Kexfington, by attack- 
ing his Guards, and forcing his Pa- 
lace in the Night. 


Another Propoſal was to murder Richard Fiſh- 
ers'sDepsſition, 
February 25» 
tO 1554. 


hun when he ſhou'd come on Surday 
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to perform his Devotionsat St. James's 
Chapel. Two or Three and Thirty 
of the Conſpirators were to attack 
his Guards, which uſually do not ex- 
ceed Twenty or Five and Twenty; 
while Six Men on Foot, who were to 
have been conceal d for that purpoſe 
in ſome of the Neighbouring Houſes 
ſhou'd ſhut Hide-Park Gate, and the 
reſt Aſſaſſinate his Majeſty. Twas 
agreed alſo to Kill the Coach-Horſes 
juſt as they were entering into the 
Park, that, the Paſlage being ſtopt, 
the Guards might not be able tocome 
up,till they had given the fatal Blow. 

It appears that, after the commit- 
ting of the execrable Deed, they re- 
ſolyd to retire immediately to the 
Tower, which, for that end, they pro. 
posd to ſurprize. And 'tis probable 
that the apparent Difficulty or ra- 
ther im»oſlibillty of making them- 
ſelves Maſters of that Place, and the 
want of a ſecure Retreat any where 
elſe, were the main Reaſons that 
made em lay aſide the Thoughts of 
performing the Aſſaſſination this way. 

Both theſe Propoſals were ſoon 
rejeted by the Confpirators z but 
there were two other Projects that 
were 
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were the ſabjeCct of a longer Delibe. 

ration, being Jook d upon as more 

feaſible, and obnoxious to fewer and 

lefs diſcouraging Hazards. And there- 

fore it will not be improper to give 

the Reader a more particular ac- 

count of 'em. 

The King has a Houſe at Richmond, 

whither he uſually went to hunt e- 

very OSaturday, when. free from the 

hurry of Buſineſs, and the perpetual 

cares 1n which he had ſpent theWeek, 

he had leaſure to divert himſelt with 

that Innocent and Manly Recreation. 

Near that place there 1s a little Park 

that reaches tothe River fide; the Larve's Depoſe. 
Thames on one fide, and the Park- OOO 
pales one the other, forming a kind Capr. Porter's 
of Defil: or narrow Lane, about 150 ww FRE 
paces long, in the middle of which « comninee of 
there is a Gate that hinders Coaches the Council, 
or Horſes from paſſing that way,when "3-155 
tis ſhut, Thro this Lane the King 

uſually return'd from hunting, and 
'twas here that the Conſpirators re- 
folvd to execute their barbarous 
Deſign. 

The Park, the River, the Gate, 
and the Pales, were all to be made 
fubſervient for facilitating the At- 
temPpr. 
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tempt. Several Perſons on foot, well 
armd, were to be plac'd in Ambuſ- 
cade behind the Hedges and Pales. 
When the King's Coach had paſsd 
the Cate, it was to be ſhut upon the 
Guards that follow'd him; the 
Coach wasto be ſtopt by killing fome 
of the Horſes, :nd the Pales were to 
be ſaw d ſo far, that they might be 
broken down aſlſoon as they enter d 
apon action. In the mean time ſome 
Horſemen were to attack Six or Se. 
ven of the Guards, that go before 
the Coach, and the Party that Jay in 
Ambuicade were to fire on the Body 
of the Guards that were ſtopt by the 
Gate, that the Aſſaſiins might have 
time to murder the King and thoſe 
who were with him. 

'Twas alſo agreed that, after the 
Aſſaflination, ſuch of the Confſpira- 
tors as were on Horſeback ſhou'd im- 
mediately diſperſe, and thoſe of the 
Ambuſcade who were to att on foot, 
dreſsd in Countrymens habits, ſhou'd 
make their eſcape to the River-lide, 
where there was to be a Boat lying 
ready to receive 'em. This propoſal 
was under deliberation for ſome time, ' 
during w hich ſome of the Conſpira- 
tors 
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tors were ſent to the place, in order 
to view the Ground, and upon the 
Account they gave of it the above 
mention dScheme wasfram'd.But after 
all their Conſultations, ſince Sir George 
Barclay was not ſure of a ſufficient 
Number of Horſe to carry oft thoſe 
that were tolyein Ambuſcide, who, 
conſequently, wou'd have been ex- 
pos'd to very great dangers, before 
they coud have reach d Londor, this 
Project was alſo rejected by the Ca- 
ba] 

The laſt way that was propos'd to 
murder the King, was toafſlault him, 
as he return'd from Richmond, in a 
place betwixt Brentford and Trrnhant 
Green. 

In a Bottom, where the Ground is 


mooriſh and uneven, there is a Bridge ©: Porter. 


where divers Roads mect and croſs 
one another; on the North-fide 
there is a Road that goes round 
Brentford, and on the South a Lane 
that leads to the River; ſo that one 
may come thither from tour ſeveral 
Places. After you paſs the Bridge the 
Road grows narrow, having on one 
fide a Foot-path, and on the other 
a tall and thick Hedge. 

This 


March 3.15$3. 
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| |< This was to have been the ſcene 
Wi! 1). of the moſt diſmal Tragedy that e- 
ver was ated in England ; nor cou d 
they have choſen a more convenient 
Time or Place for executing their bar- 
barous deſign. For the King usd to 
return late from Hunting, and to 
croſs the River at Pueensferry, by 
Brentford, with Five or Six of his 
Guards. 'Twas alſo his cuſtom to go 
into the Boat without coming out of 
his Coach, and aſſoon as he landed on 
the other ſide, the Coach drove on 
without expetting the reſt of the 
Guards, who cou'd not croſs the Rt- 
ver till the Boat return'd to bring 'em 
over. In the mean time, the Ring 
with his ſmall Attendance, woud 
have quickly arriv d at the Bridge, 
which is at the other end of Brent. 
ford next to London, aud conſe- 
quently woud have faln into the 
hands of the Conſpirators, who were 
to attack him on all fides. 

They were to be dividcd intoThree 
Parties, one of which was to come 
from Turnham Green, another from 
the Lane that leads to the River, 
and the Third from the Road that 
goes round Brentford, One of theſe 
Troops 
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Troops were to attack the Guards 
on the Front, and the other in the 
Rear, while Eight or Ten detach'd - 
Men aſſaulted the Coach, where his 
Majeſty wou'd have been aſſaſſinated 
before the Guards whom he left on 
the other fide of the River cou'd have 
come tip to his Aſſiſtance. 
After the Aſſaſſination the Conſpi- 
rators were to have kept together till 
they came toHJamerſmith,alittle Town 
betwixt Tairnham Green and I ondon. 
There they intended to ſeparite, and 
afterwards by ſeveral Roads to enter 
the City, where they hopd they 
might lurk ſecurely, during the gene. _ / 
ral Conſternation, till they ſhou'd "a Sores 
be freed from danger by the ſudden ſim, March 4- 
Landing of the French. | 1654, 
This Propoſal pleaſed the Conſpi- 
rators better than ary of the former, 
Porter, King , and Knightly were 
ſent to view the Ground, and upon 
the Report they made at their Re- 
turn, the Buſineſs was finally agreed 
upon. 
Sir George Bar. lay had brought 
Eight hundred Pounds from France 
for the Charge of the Attempt , but 


fnding that he cou'd not carry off 
E the 
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the Deſign with ſo ſmall a Sum, he 
complam*d to his Friends, who ſoon 
found a way to ſupply that Defe&, 
For Charnock undertook to provide 
Eight men ready mounted and arm'd, 
Porter Seven, and Sir | illiam Parkins 
Five: So that Bar.lay was only oblig'd 
to buy or hire Twenty Horſes for the 
Officers and SolUiers he had brought 
from France. 

Porter and Rookwood commanded 
the Two Parties that were to attack 
the Guards; and Sir George Barclay 
reſerv'd the honor of the Aſlaſſinaty 
on for himſelf. 

One of the Conſpirators was or- 
derd to wait at Qneensferry till the 
Guards appear'd, and then immedi- 
ately to give notice to the reſt, that 
they might have time to prepare 
themſelves and take their reſpective 
Poſts, while the King was paſling the 
River. They reſolv'd to form them- 
ſelves into ſeveral Bodies, which were 
to advance with all poſlible Diligence 
to the Place appointed for the fatal 
Rendezvous, 


They had omitted. nothing that 
might ſerve to ſecure and facilitate 
the Execution of their Attempt. 
They 
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They had viſited all the Inns about 
Brentford and Turnham-green, and the 

places where they might ſet up their 

Horſes till the King ſhgu'd return 

from Hunting. 

They had alfo Two SPIES, or Oy- my po Dep-/ 
derly men, as they call'd *em, who , _ = 
were poſted at Kenſington : * One of * Elan 1207S, 
'em was to give notice when the King 
went out, and the other was to bring + puran:. 
an account when the Guards began 
to March And that the Aſjaſlina- 
tion might paſs under the Notion of 
a Military Exploit, they pr-ducd 
an Order to take up Arms agairſt the 
Prince of Orange 4nd his z#dhererts. 

There was ſome Difference among 
the Conſpirators concerning the 
Terms and Expreſſions of the Com- 
miſſion, even after they had conteſs'd 
their Crime. For ſome of 'em ac- 
knowledg'd that it contain d an cx- 
preſs order to Kill the-King ; wherc- 
as * others pretended that it only, .. ... 
authoriz'd em, in the general, to /evy ve By —_ 
War againſ# the Prince of Orange and tn» 
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all bs Adherents, ſim, which he 


underſtnd to be 
King James's, that it had a Seal to it, that he ſaw it in the Hand of a 
Friend, &c. See the Votes of the Houſe of Commons, April 2. 1655, 
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'Tis the Opinion of ſeveral Judi. 
cious Perſons, that the moſt conſide. 
rable Diſcovery was made by thoſe 
who endeavour'd to put the faireſt 
Conſtruction on this execrable Pro- 
jet, For to Levy War againſt the 
King and his Adherents, after ſuch a 
manner, and in ſuch Circumſtances, 
cou'd ſignifie nothing elſe than the 
Murdering of the King and Parlia- 
ment, and of all that lov'd, and were 
reſolv'd to maintain the Laws, Reli- 
gion, and Liberty of England. 

The Fifteenth of Febrxary was cho. 
ſen for the Execution of the dire At- 
tempt : *Twas on that fatal Day that 
England, or rather Exrope, was to 
loſe its Deliverer, and with him, all 
its hopes of accompliſhing the Great 
Work which he had ſo happily be» 
gun ; and 'twas then that Heaven 
was rcſoly'd to work a new Miracle 
for our Preſervation. It we bad fore- 
{cen the Danger that threatend him, 
the remembrance of paſt Hazards 
woud have only ſerv'd to heighten 
our Apprehenfions for the future ; 
His Subjects cou'd hardly have wel- 
com'd him,at his return from ſo glo- 
rrous a Campaign; and inſtead of ce- 
lebrating 
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- | lebrating his Victories, wou'd have 
Gde. | trembld at his Approaching Fate. 
hoſe But-we found, ro our Comfort, that 
the ſame Providence which hed {0 


Ireſt | | 
Pro often cover'd his Head in the Day of 
the | Battle, and guarded him from the 


+h a | fiercelt Afſaulrs of his Enemies, was 
allo able to preſerve him trom the 
the | treacherous Fury of Atlaſhins. 

To prevent Suſpicion, they diſ- 
pos'd their Men in ditterent places of 
the Town, and even 1n thc remoteft 
Parts of it: Barclay and Rookwood 
ho. | expected the Signal in Holborn ; and 
\t. | Porter, with ſome others, waited, 
upon the ſame account, at the Blue 
Poſts in Spring garden. LUharnock re- 
111 | folvd to accompany thelatter, either 
becauſe he miſtruſted him, and in- 


at : , 

| :cnded to animate him by his exam. 
n | ple 3 or becauſe he was willing to 
o chuſe a Poſt that was leaſt expos'd 


| ſpirators ſuſpetted. And perhaps he 
* | had ſtill ſo much Reaſon letr, not- 
withſtanding the impcruous Pa.; on 
that diſturb'd his Judgment, as ro de- 
cline ating inthe moſt odious Part of 
the Tragedy. 
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Thus they lay expeCting the News 
of the Kings Departure for Rich. 
m0nd, but his Majeſty did not goout 
that day ; and ſome of the Conſpi- 
rators were ſo alarmd at this Diſap- 
pointment, that they began to re- 
flect either upon the Danger or In: 
tamy to which ſuch an Attempt wou'd, 
expoſe 'em. Plowden, who came pur- 
poſely to Townto act under Porter, 
went back to the Country, and did 
not think fit to return, according to 
his Promife. Kenrick pretended that 
he was diſabld bya Fall, and appear'd 
tor ſome days with his Armin a String; 
Sherbourn ſtarted ſo many Scruples, 
when the Deſign was propos d tohim, 
that they did not think fit to preſs 
him further; And even the fierceſt 
and moſt harden d Aſſaſlins began to 
be apprehenſive of the Succeſs of 
their Project. 

But, at laſt, concluding that their 
Deſign was not diſcover d, becauſe 
they were not ſecur'd, Sir George Bare 
clay, Sir William Parkins, Captain 
Porter.and Goodman, met on the 21ſt 
of February, and reſolvd to make a 
new attempt to execute their Pro- 
jet, without altering the Method of 
3s | | It, 
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it. In purſuance of this Reſolution, 
the Aſlaſſins were to be prepar'd for 
the bloody Action, on Saturday the 
. 22d of February, which was to kave 
P” | been the laſt Day of our Liberty, and 
the Fatal /&ra of the irrecoverable 
14 Ruine of Englard. 
| The Motning was ſpent in an im- 
patient Expectation of Advice from 
-1 | thoſe whom they had appointed to 
give *em notice when the King went 
out. Charnock , who for ſome days had 
4 | Þeen very uneaſy and full of Jealouſy 
and Suſpicion, ſent a Man to Porter, 
for a Liſt of thoſe who were to act 
| in the Aſſaſſination. He ſeem'd par- 
C ticularly to doubt I arze, and perhaps 
; was Geſirous to have ſome Satisfaction 
) 
F 


concerning him. The Liſt was ſent to Franci: de La- 


him, with I arze's Name at the head ſue'sVrpo/ition 
February 25* 


of the reſt; and he ſent it back again, 
after he had inſerted the Names of 
thoſe whom he was to fyrniſh, 
Pendergraſs was one of thoſe who 
were With Porter : They had ſent 
for him ont of the Country, and 
wou d have aſſign d him a remarkable 
part in the Aſſaſſination. Porter had a 
Musketoon that carry d 6 or 8 Bullets, 
with which Pendergraſs was to ſhoot 
L 4 at 


15g. 


C apt. Porter's 
Depoſunn, 


March 3.1553. 
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at the King 3 and they defird him not 
to be afraid of breaking the Coach. 
glaſſes. 

' The Conſpirators werediſappoint- 
ed a Second time; and the boldeſi 
of 'em cou'd not forbear diſcovering 
their Fears, when Keys acquainted 


*em that the Guards were come back 


all in a foam, and that there was an 
unuſual muttering among the People. 
This unexpeCted piece of News put 
'em all intoa Conſternation; the Ca- 
bal was entirely diſpered, and moſt 
of 'em endeavour'd to ſecure them- 
ſelves by a ſpeedy flight. 

Nor was this meerly the effe& of a 
Panic Dread or groundleſs Appre- 
henſion; for the Conſpiracy was atu- 
ally dete&ted. Fiſher, Pendergraſs, 
Larue, and another had ſeparately 
given Information te Different Per- 
ſons concerning it, tho they had not 
yet diſcoverd the Particulars, 

Captain Fiſher was the Man whom 
God inclin'd to make the firſt Diſco- 
very of this inhumane Deſign. He 
went to the Earl of Portland, on the 
Tenth of February, Five Days before 
the Time that was appointed for the 
Execution of jt, and inform'd him be 
1 Cc 
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the intended Enterprize, without ac- 
quaintipg him either with the Time, 
Manner, or Circumſtances, which 
were not yet agreed upon - but he 
promis'd togive him further notice as 
ſoon as they ſhou'd come toa poſitive 
Reſolution. 

And now we may juſtly reflect, 
with an equal amazement, upon the 
Sedateneſs and Generofity of his Ma- 
jelty's Temper, who cou'd hard:y be 
perſwaded to ſuſpect thoſe who only 
waited for a convenient opportunity 
to Murder him 3 and the barbarous 
Fury of his Enemies, who ſcrupl d not 
to con(pirethe Death of ſo Good and 
ſo Bravea Prince. Any other Perſon 
wou'd have been ſtartV'd at an Advice 
of this nature, or at leaſt wou'd have 
look'd upon it as too important to be 
neglected: but the King, ſecure in 
his own Vertue, conſcious of no 
Guilt, and conſequently incapable of 
Fear, was ſo far from being alarm'd 
at the Diſcovery, that he wou'd not 
give credit to it, becauſethe Circum- 
ſtances were not particularly men- 
tion'd. | | 


Three Days after, Fiſher returnd eve. 3. 
to Whitehall, and gave the Earl of 


Portland 
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Portland an account not only of the 
Deſignitſelt, but alſo of the Method 
and order of its Execution. Yet tho 
he made a full Diſcovery of the Time, 
Place, and other Circumſtances of 
the Enrerprize, he peremptorily re- 
fusd to m-ntion the names of the 
Actors 3 which confirm'd the King in 
his former opinion, and made him 
conclude that 'twas a ſtory contriv'd 
on purpoſe to fright him with a falſe 
Alarm. But, the very day before 
the Fatal Blow was to be given, God, 
by a ſeaſonable Providence prevent- 
ed our impending Ruine, and deli- 
ver cg our King from his own Generous 
Incredulity. | | 
It happen'd that, on that very 
day, the Earl of Portland went to ſee 
the Counteſs of Efſex, and, contrary 
to his cuſtom, made his viſit longer 
than he delignd. By good fortune 
he calld to mind that he had pro» 
mis d to meet a certain perſon about 
a private Afﬀair;z and tho 'twas al. 
ready time for him to go to Kenſong- 
ton, he reſolv'd, according to hisufiral 
exactneſs in keeping his Word, to go 
firſt to his Lodgings at Whitehall, As 
!oon as he went in, he found an un- 
known 
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known perſon in his Antichamber, 
who deſird to ſpeak with him about 
a matter of the higheſt importance, 
that cou'd not be deterr'd to another 
time. This was a ſufficient Argument to 
obtain what he ask'd,eſpecially in ſuch 
a juncture TheEarl made haſte to diſ- 
patch the perſon whom he had order'd 
to wait upon him,and immediately ad- 
mitted the Stranger,who accoſted him 
with this ſarprizing Requeſt, My Lord, 
perſwade the King to ſtay at home to 
morrow ; for if he go abroad to Hunt, 
he will be Aſſaſſinated. 

Afterwards he gave him a particu- 
lar account of the Conſpiracy, with 
almoſt theſameCircumſtances that had 
already been diſcover'd by Fiſher. He 
added, that his Name was Pexdereraſs, 
that he was an 1riſþman, and aCatho- 
lic that they ſent for him out of 
the Country, without 2cquainting 
him with the reaſon that made 'em 
deſirous to fee him; that after- 
wards they endeavour'd to engage 
him in the Deſign, that he was ſtruck 
with horror at the firſt propoſal, 
and immediately refolv'd to diſcover 
It; that his Religion was accus'd for 
authorizing and encouraging ſuch 
Actions, 
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Actions ; but that, for his part, he 
abhorr'd ſuch Principles, tho in all 
ather reſpects he was a true Catho- 
lick. 

Thus his Majeſty began to receive 
the juſt Reward of his Clemency and 
Moderation : for he 1s, and has al- 
ways been, equally remarkable for his 
{tedfaſt adhering to hisown Religion, 
and his Indulgency to thoſe ot another 
Perſwaſion. When he accepted the 
Crawn of Scotland, he declar'd that 
he wou'd not be a Perſecntor; and all 
his Actions are ſo many \lluſtrious 
Teſtimonies of the Siacerity of that 
Reſolution. Never any Papiſt, that 
was willing to live in Peace, ſtood in 
need of an Inteceſſor with him. He 
proteCted 'em in Ireland againſt the 
angry Counſels of ſome over-zealous 
Proteſtants : He favour'd 'em as much 
as he cou'd wirhout injuring the reſt 
of his Subjects, and treated em upon 
all occations, with an Indulgency 
that ſurprizd thoſe who are not ac- 
quainted with the Native Goodneſs 
of his Temper. 'Tis true, this may 
perhaps he reckon'd, in ſome mea- 
ſure, an Effect of his Complaiſance to 
the Family of Auſtria, with whom hc 

| '- has 
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has entertaind a long and intimate 
Friendſhip, which has been endear'd 
by reciprocal Good Offices, and is 
confirm d and made neceſlary to 'em 
both, by the Intereſt of their muattal 
Preſervation. But tho the Papiſts 
were deprov'd of fuch powerfal In- 
terceſiors; Jus Virt e alone woud 
fupply that Defe&, and ſufficiently 
recommend em to his Favor and Pro- 
tection, And we have reaſon to be- 
leve that God ts pleasd with his 
Mildneſs and Clemency tothe Romar 
Catholics in general, and to the [riſþ 
in particular ; fince by a wonderful 
Providence, he made an Irif Papiſt 
the Inſtrument of Saving his Life. 
Pendergraſs added, that he wou'd 
have gone (ſtraight to Kenſington, ro 
make the Diſcovery to the King him- 
ſelf, if he had not been atraid of be- 
ing ſeen and taken notice of by the 


- Two Orderly Men whom the Conſpi- 


rators kept in that place and that 
fince the Nature of the Buſineſs re- 
quird all poſſible Diſpatch , he 
thought he cou'd not make his Ad- 
dreſs to a Perſon that wou d be more 
zealous and careful than his Lordtp. 


But tho no means were left unat- 
tempted 
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tempted to perſwade him to name 
the Conſpirators, he reſiſted with an 
invincible Conſtancy all the Argu. 
ments that were made uſe of to that 
effect ; declaring that he wou'd ne- 
ver be prevaild with to injure his 
Friends, or betr:y thoſe to whom he 
had becn formerly obligd. 

It has been frequently obferv'd that 
the moſt trivial Accidents have given 
birth to the moſt Memorable and Im. 
portant Events: And, upon this Oc- 
calion, it ſeem'd good to that Su- 
yreme'and over ruling Providence 
which guides the World,that the Pre- 
fervation of a Prince, in whoſe Life 
the Fate of Europe 1s bound up, ſhou'd 
depend upon a Viſit that was made 
to the Earl of Portlandat Ten a clock 
at night. 

At his Arrival at Kenſington, which, 
notwithſtanding all the haſte he cou'd 
make, was very late, he found that 
the King was already retir'd, and that 
he had given the neceſſary Ordery 
for his uſual Recreation the next 
morning. That Vertuous and Mag- 
nanimous Prince was preparing to go 
to Richmond, with as ſedate and un- 
concern'd a Mind as if he had not 
re- 
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receiv'd Intelligence of the bloody 
Deſign that was to be executed/near 
that place. And even the new Con- 
firwation he receiv'd of it cou'd'ſcarce 
prevail with him to alter his Reſolu- 
tion, till he was at laſt overcome by 
my Lord Portland's repeated Impor- 
tunities. 

In the mean time the number of 
the Diſcoverers encreasd, -and the 
Informations they had given were 
confirm, d by the concurring Teſtimo» 
ny of another of the Conſpirators, 
who apply'd himſelf to Sir William 
[rumbal, one of His Majeſty's Princt 
cipal Secretaries of State, and con- 
vincd him ofthe Reality of the Plot, 
tho he coud not acquaint him with 
the Ciicumſtances of it. For that 
Miniſter had already receiv'd advice 
that the, French were bringing toge- 
ther a great number of Tranſport« 
Ships, and making all the necetlary 
Preparations for .an extraordmary 
Deſign, which was kept very Secret, 
tho, in all probability, the Storm was 
hike to fall upon Erglaxd So that 
comparing theſe Advices concerning 
a Foreign Invaton, with the Account 
he had receiv d of the Deſign againlt 
Hts 
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His Majeſtys Perſon, he found that 
they confirm'd each other, tho he 
cou'd hardly look upon either of 
'em as probable, when he conſider'd 
'em Singly. And therefore he made 
all poſhible haſte to communicate theſe 
Diſcoveries to His Majeſty, with his 
uſual Zeal and Fidelity. 

About the ſame time Brigadier 
Lewſon acquainted the King, that one 
Larue had infort'd him of a Deſign 
that was on foot to Aſlaſſinate 
His Majeſty. This laſt Diſcoverer 
_ a very particular and Circum- 

antial Account of the whole In- 
trigue; but He, as well as the reſt, 
ſeem'd obſtinately reſolv'd to conceal 
the Names of the Conſpirators. 

The King, convinc'd by ſo many. 
Concurring Informations, and per- 
ceiving that all the Accounts he had 
receivd agreed exattly with one 
atother, began to believe the Truth 
of the Diſcovery. + He order d the 
Earl of Portland and Sir William Trum- 
bal to make a more particular En- 
qguiry into the Progreſs and Circum- 
ſtances of the Defign 3 the Former as 
having receiv d the firſt Advice of 
the Conſpiracy againſt His Perfong 
and 
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and the Latter as having been firſt 
acquainted with the Plot againſt the 
Nation. | 
'Twas a very Diftcult Task to 
manage ſo nice an Enquiry; for tho 
they had Four Witnefles, they cou d 
no: produce one Legal Evidence. 
They cou'd not ſtifle the Informations 
they had receivd without expoſing 
his Majeſty's Life to the brutiſh Fury 
of Afiaſhas, who woud ſoon ſind 
another Way to execute their De- 
teſtable Projeq: Nor could they 
publiſh a Diſcovery which they cou'd 
not prove, without running the ha- 
zard of being charg d with the firſt 
Invention of it And beſides, the 
Divulging of theſe Advices wou'd 
have encourag'd the Conſpirators to 
carry on their Deligy, and perhaps 
made 'em haſten the Execution of it, 
leaſt they ſhou'd art Jaſt be entirely 
diſcover'd, and receive the juſt Re- 
ward of their Crimes | 
In the mean time the King reſolv'd 

to expoſe his Life to all the Dangers 
that threaten'd it, it it cou'd not be 
ſecur'd without violating the ulual 
Forms of Juſtice. So that we were 
like to periſh by thoſe very Laws that. 
| M were 
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were contriv d and eſtabliſh'd for our 
Preſervation, if the Earl of Portland 
had not found ont an Expedient to 
ward off the Blow without having re- 
courſe to any indirect of unwarrant- 
ableStratagem.He conlider'd,that Pex- 
dergraſs and Larue might be perſwad- 
ed to diſcover the whole Myſtery, if 
the King himſelf ſhou'd ſpeak ro em, 
and that even tho they ſhou'd refuſe 
to yield to His Majeſty s Solicitations, 
the Information they were willing to 
give might ſerve to Convict the Con- 
ſpirators, if it were deliverd in the 
preſence of unexceptionable Wit- 
nefſes, who might Depolſe it at they 
Trials. 

The King himſelf cou'd not be an 
Evidence; and therefore twas necef- 
fary that there ſhou d be atleaſt Two 
Witneſles preſent, when hediſcoursd 
with'em Heſpoke to Pendergraſs and 
Larue ſeparately ; to the Firſt before 
the Earl of Portland and the Lord 
Cutts, and to the Seccnd, in the Pre- 
ſence of the ſame Earl and Brigadeer 
Lewſon. After he had aflur'd 'em 
that he eſteem'd their Perſons, and 
was extremely pleasd with their Pro- 


ceedings; he told 'cm, That he own'd 


himſelf 
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himſelf oblig d to 'em for the Care the 
took to preſerve his Life; but deſir d 
em to conlider, that the Service they 
had done him by diſcoverins the Conſpi- 
te F racy con d be of no uſe to him, ſo long 
as they conceal'd the Names of the Con- 
ad. ſpirators 5, that he coud neither Puniſh 
I JF or ſo much as Convid the Criminals ; 
MJ that the People wou d never be perſwaded 
ue to believe that ſeveral Perſons had diſ- 
ns, corer'd a Conſpiracy which they either 
cou d not, or won d not juſtify 5 that, 
on the contrary, they wou'd 1114gime that 
he he had invented a Sham-plot to deſtroy 
his Enemies, which wou'd render him 
W j odions to all the World; that ſo general 
and Imperfedt a Uiſcovery woru'd expoſe 
his Honor without Jecuring his Life,S&C. 
TheſeArguments produc d the defir d 
» | Effect, and conquerd the obſtinacy 
| | ofthe Diſcoverers : They cou'd not 
| refiſt the awtul Eloquence of an in- 
| jur d Monarch, and were at laſt pre- 
vail'd with to make an Atonement 
for their Guilt by diſcovering their 
Fellow-Criminals. 

After his Viajeſty was acquainted 
with the Names and Defigns oft the 
Conſpirators, he told the Cabinet 
Counc1), that he had for ſome time 
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neglected the Advices he had receiy'd 
of a Conſpiracy againſt his Perſon; 
but ſince by the favorable Providence 
of God, he was fully convinc d of the 
Truth of it, he wou d not tamely 
Suffer himſelf to be aſlaſhinated. He 
added that he was inform d the French 
were peparing to Invade the King- 
dom, but that he hopd God woud 
enable him to fruſtrate their Deſigns, 

Not long after, hecall'd the Great 
Council, and communicated the Dif. 
covery to them. He receiv'd, from 
both, particular Aſſurances of Fide- 
hty and Afﬀecton, and immediately 
11]ued out a Proclamation requirin 
all his loving Subjects to apprehen 
the Conſpirators , and promiſing a 
Reward of a Thouſand Potinds for 
every one that ſhoud be ſeiz d 

The Parliament was not yet ac- 
quainted with the Danger that threat- 
en'd the Nation ; but afloon as His 


Majeſty was convinc'd of the Reality - 


of the Conſpiracy, and cond pro- 
duce Witneſles to prove it, he went 


to Weſtminſter on the 24th of Februs 


ary, and made the following Speech 
toboth Houles, 


My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
| Am come hither this Day upon an ex- 

traordin iry Occaſion w'ich might have 
provd Fatal, if it had not been Diſap- 
pointed by the Singular Mercy and Gogd. 
weſs of God 5 And may now, by the Con- 
tinuance of the ſame Providence, and 
our own Prudent Endeauonrs be ſo In. 
prov'd, as to become a ſufficient Warning 
to Us to provide for Our Security againſt 
the Pernicious Pratlices and Attempts 
of Our Enemies. 

I have receiv'd ſeveral Concurring In- 
formation of a Deſign to Aſſoſſenate Me, 
and that Our Enemies, at the ſame time, 
are very | pgs in their Preparations 
for a ſudden _Invafion of this Kingdom, 
And have therefore Thought it neceſſary 
to loſe no Time in Acquainting My Parlia- 
ment with theſe Things, in which the 
ſafety of the Kingdom and the Public 
Welfare are ſo nearly Concernd, That 
Afſure My Self, nothing will be Omitted 
on your Part, which may be Thought prc+ 
per for Our Preſent or Puture Security. 

IT have not been Wanting to give the 
Neceſſary Orders for the Fleet 5 And 1 
Hope, We have ſuch a Strength of Ship:, 
and in ſuch a Readineſs, as will be ſuffic.- 
M 3 ent 
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ent to Diſappoint the Tutentions of our 
Enemies. 

I have alſo Diſpatchd Orders for 
bringing Home ſuch a Number of Our 
Troops, as may Secure Us from any At- 
tempt. 

Some of the Conſpirators againſ# My 
Perſon are already in Cuſtody, and Care 
is taken to Apprebend ſo many of the reſt 
as are Diſcover d: And ſuch other Orders 
are given, as the preſent Exigency of 
Afﬀairs does abſolutely Require, at this 
Time, for the Public Safety. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Flaving now Acquainted you with the 
Danger, which hath threatend Ts, I 
cannet Donbt of your Readineſs and Zeal, 
to do every Thing which you ſhall judge 
Proper for Our Common Safety: And [ 
perſwade My Self, We mu(t be all Senfi- 
ble, how neceſſary it 1s in Our preſent 
Circumſtances, That all poſſible Diſpatch 
ſhould be given to the ,Buſineſs before 


You, 


The Proclamation and His Mas 
{eſty's Speech publiſhd the Con- 
piracy , 'and made us Senſible of 
the dreadful Ruine which we had ſo 
rhe narrowly 


J 


Late Conſpiracy. 


narrowly eſcap'd. All England was 
alarm d at the Surprizing News: an 
univerſal Horror was diffusd thro 
the whole Na'ion; we trembl'd to 
think of the amazing Danger w hich 
humane Wiſdom cou'd neither have 
forcleen nor prevented, and were 
ſcarcely capable of refle&ting upon 
our preſent Deliverance. The Con- 
{piracy was the only Subject both of 
our Thoughts and Diſcourſe : We 
look d upon the execrable Deſign 
and the treacherous Contrivers of it, 
with a juſt Abhorrence and Indigna- 
tion, and every one ador d a Miracu- 
lous Providence in which All were ſo 
ncarly concern d: 

Some reflected upon the ViaſlJacres, 
Burnings and Perſecutions , and all 
the other diſmal Inſtances of the im- 
placable Rage of the Fa&1on in for- 
mer times 3 and concluded that the 
Conſpirators were afraid we had for- 
gotten the Sufferings of our Anceitors, 
and intended to refreſh our Memory 
by re-acting the ſame Barbarities, 

Others entertain d themſelves with 
the melancholy Proſpect of our future 
Condition, it Heaven, to puniſh our 
Crimes, had ſuffer d our Enennes to 

M 4 deprive 
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deprive us of our Glorious Deliverer, 
And even the calmeſtMinds cou'( not 
preſerve their wonted Tranquility, 
when they confider d that after we 
had ſuſtaind ſo vaſt an Expence of 
Blood and Treaſure to maintain our 
Religion and Liberty; after we had 
been deliver d from Arbitrary Power 
by the miracylous Aſtiſtance of Hea- 
ven, and Ireland reduc'd by glorious 
Victories ; after we had made our 
ſelves Maſters of the Sea, and began 
to be Conquerors on Land 3 that after 
theſe and ſo many other Bleſſings of 
Providence, we ſhou'd have been 
forc'd to reſume our broken Fetters, 
and ſubmit to the Inſolent Revenge 
of a bafil'd Enemy. 
' Thoſe who conſider'd the Poſture 
of Afﬀairs abroad, were ſoon convyinc d 
that the exeution of this dereſtable 
Proje&t wou d have been no leſs Fa- 
tal ro Europe in general, than to Er- 
gland in particular. They were ſenfi- 
ble that Our Diſaſter woud have 
'broken the Confederacy; . and that 
twoud have been equally dangerous 
to the Allies, to conclude a Peace, or 
continue the War. 
« Theſe were ſome of the Reflexi- 
- oNs, 
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ons that were made upon this occaſli. 
on, by particular ' Perſons, while all, 
in general, were employ in bleſſing 
God for their wonderful Preſervation, 
and admiring the adorable Wiſdom 
of Providence, which had not only 
diſappointed the Deſigns of our Fne- 
mies, but ſo over-rul'd their Malice, 
that their Projects ſerv'd only to 
confirn; and ſtrengthcn the Union be- 
twixt the King and his People,by the 
Intereſt of their mutual Preſcrvation. 
But, as our Repreſentatives in Par. 
liament are entruſted with the Ma- 
nagement of Public Aﬀairs, and con- 
ſequently have the deepeſt Share in 
the General Concerns of the Nation ; 
ſo there were none that were more 
ſenſibly affteted with the Diſcovery, 
or made more ſerious Reflexions up- 
on His Majeſty s Speech For - both 
the Intereſt and Deſigns of the Fa- 
ion are entirely oppoſite to thoſe 
of that Illuſtrious Body : The Former 
1s a Secret Cabal that has been lon 
Contriving our Ruine, and the latter 
1s a Public Council which Studies the 
Means to preſerve us; and therefore 
'tis no wonder that there ſhoud be 
ſuch a ſtrong and laſting Antipathy 
betwixt 'em. Since 
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Since the Faction endeavord to 
deſtroy King James the I. and his 
Parliament by the famous Gun-pow- 
der Conſpiracy, they have been ftill 
intent upon the Helliſh Deſign, and 
forming, new Projects to deſtroy 
us. *'Tis thought they were active 
Promoters of the Civil War, which 
diſturb'd the Reign of King Charles 
the Firſt, and was attended with 
conſequences that will for ever be 
lamented by the Nation. And none 
but thoſe who are ſorry for the bad 
Succeſs of their Contrivances, will 
deny , that the Son and immedI1- 
ate Succellor of that unfortunate Mo- 
narch, was influenced by their pernt- 
cious Councils ; that they made him 
jealous of his moſt fanthtul Subjects, 
and atlaſt perſwaded him to under- 
mine the very Foundations of our Li- 
berty, by deſtroying the Freedom of 
Elections, and Governing his People 
without the Advice of his Parliament. 
During the late Reign they attack'd 
us with Authority, and have been 
ever (ince endeavoring to regain the 
Ground they loit by the Revolution. 
The ſame Deſign is ſtill carry'd on, 
but with this h-ppy differ. nce, that 
Loya'ty 
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Loyalty is become at laſt the diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark of Honeſt Men; 'and 
Traitors to their Country are look'd 
upon as Traitors to the Government. 
For, tho Treachery 1s uſually ſaid to 
be more dangerous than open Vio- 
lence ; yet afterall a Wiſe man wou'd 
rather chuſe, that the Enemies of his 
Country ſhou'd be Plotters than Op- 
preſſors. 

The Faction ( which, thanks to 
Heaven, we can now call, The Di. 
affeFed Party) cannot endure a Prince, 
who not only will not help 'em to 
deſtroy the Nation, but was the 
Inſtrument whom God choſe to pre- 
ſerve it 3 and who, inſtead of relying 
upon the Councils and Afliſtance of 
the Cabal, makes 1t his principal care 
to preſerve an entire Confidence and 
inſeparable Union betwixt Him and 
His Parhament. Leſs than this wou d 
have been ſufhcient to make the Fa- 
ion Diſpute his Title ; tho the very 
Hatred of thoſe who Diſpute it, may 
be juſtly look'd upon as an evident 
and unexceptionable Confirmation of 
It. 

'Tis to be preſum'd that there are 
a conſiderable number of Perſons en- 
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gag'd in the Party who have Senſe 
enough to perceive, that tis irnpoſſi- 
ble to controvert His Majeſty s Right 
to the Crown, without denying us 
the common and moſt eſſential Pri- 
vileges of a Nation. For unleſs they 
pretend, with the moſt furiouſly bi- 
gotted Papiſts, that the Conſent of 
the Head of their Church isnece(ſary 
for the Eſtabliſhment of the Secular 
Power, or, ſuffer themſelves to be fo 
miſerably deluded by a new ſort of 
Fanaticiſm as to rmagine, that every 
Race of Kings is eſtabliſh'd by an im- 
mediate Oracle or ſupernatnral Reve. 
lation; they cannot refuſe to acknow- 
ledge that the Safety and Conſent of 
the People were the primitive and 
moſt ſacred Foundationsof Soveraign 
Authority 3 and that the unanimous 
Suffrages of thoſe who thought fit to 
enter into Societies for their own 
Preſervation, was the Voice of God 
himſelf, in the firſt Eſtabliſhment of 
Monarchy. | 
'Tis an undoubted and a remark + 
able Truth, that thoſe very perſons 
who are angry with us for aſ- 
ſaming a power to yu our Liberty 
by modifying our Laws, upon ſo ex- 
traordinary 
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tracrdinary an Occaſion, pretend a 
Right to the fame Privilege, and have 
more than once actually made uſe of 


It. 


Tis known that the Eſtates of 


France regulated the Succeſſion, by 


making a far more conſidera- 
ble Alteration in their an- 
crent Laws, than that for 
vihich we have been ſooften 
reyroachd, 1n the caſe of 
Childeric [Il. who was ſuc- 
ceeded by Pepin, and that 
tho * Pope Zachary pretend- 
ed that* this Regulation was 
made by vertue of his Ap- 
probation' and Anthorty, 
the People of that Kingdom 
have always refusd to ac- 
knowledge him as the Author 


of that important Alteration, and 
maintain d that it was made by their 
This Remark 


own Repreſentatives. 


The Salic Law which i 
ſaid to be as ancient as 
Pharamond, #s an unde- 
ntable Argumen: that the - 
French ſupp3s'd their Go. 
vernment ty be ( as it re- 
ally was) a hereditary 
Monarchy. 


* Mezeray ſays expreſ- 
Iy, That if the French had 
aſcrib'd that Regulation 
to the Pope, they would 
have . diſcover 'd them- 
ſelves to be ignorant of 
th.ir own Rig't, Abreg. 
Chronol. p. 206. 


may be further conhrm d by the in- 
ſtance of + Charles of Lorrain,who was 7 Mezeray af- 


dethron'd for the good of the State : 


firms that the 
* Conſent of the 


|| And 'tis certain that ſince that time ye-p/eoftrance 


was the beſt 


Title which Hugh Capet, who ſucceeded Charles, cou'd pretend to Lis 


Crown, Abreg. Chron. p- 454- 


| Two Races of Kings have enjoy d the Crawn of France, by Virtue of 
theſe Regulations that were made for the good of the State. 
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the French Kings never had, nor hhave 
at this day, any Title to the Crown 
but what 1s founded on this Eſtab\liſh- 
ment ; ſo that ſince a falſe Title ro a 
Crown can never be rectity'd by F're- 
ſcription, tis plain that,if King/V:47 am 
be not our Lawful and Rightful So- 
veraign, France has for ſeveral Ages 
been governd by Uſurpers. 

+ He de- + England has been always look'd 
_— = upon as one of the moſt conſide- 
Engliſhman, rable Kingdoms in Exrope 3 but tho 
win believer, it were the meaneſt and moſt 
7 culms. contemptible Nation in the World,it 


That the Pow- cou d not be deprivd of the moſt 


Gf Mocarchs ANCIENt and fundamental Privilege 


15 originally as Of Mankind, I mean that of Selt- 
abſolute and Preſervation. 'Tis truc, a People may 
© Peres OC Subdud and made Slaves by a 
poſſibly be ; Victorious Invacer; but they can ne- 


that 'tis found- . . 
ed on aRieht YET ÞE FObbd of theirnatural Right, 


of Conqueſt, tO endeavor the recovering of their 
which theCon- 

queror exercis'd and ſettl'd in its utmoſt extent ; that, at firſt, the 
Parliaments were only Seditious Conventicles, ercte({ upon the oc- 
caſhon of a Succeſsful Revolt of the Engliſh Nobility, who fitding 
themſelves able to preicribe Laws to their Maſters, afſum'd the 
Power of granting Subſidies, Cc. that afterwards the Kings being 
oblig'd to call 'em, when they ſtood in need of Supplies, theſe Meet- 
ings began to be look'd upon as a lawtu] Senate, and by degrees 
acquir'd an eftabliſh'd Form, and the Authority which they enjoy 
at preſent, Fiſtory of the Revolutions in England, Book III. p. 294. 


Liberty. 
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Liberty. And ſuppoling that this was 
formerly a Conquer'd Kingdom, tis 
plain that the Conqueror cou'd not 
become a Lawtul Monarch, but by 
Treating with the Nation, and pre- 
ſerving its ancient Privileges 5 ſince 
a True King muſt be the Governor 
of Subjects, and not of Slaves. Twou'd 
be a direct overturning of the Order 
of Nature to pretend , with our Fne- 
mies, that the 'Soveraign Authority 
in England is Originally Arbitrary, and 
that the People are only Free by 
Uſurpation 3 ſince, by the fundamen- 
tal Conſtitution of our Government, 
the People are originally Free, and 
the Royal Authority Limited. 

The Roman Catholics were natu- 
rally diſpos'd to embrace theſe per- 
nicious Notions : for tis one of the 
Principles of their Relipion, that the 
Pope's Juritdiction extends over the 
. Temporal Authority of Kings, and 
the Property of the People ; and 
that thoſe whom he Depolſes or F.x- 
communicates, are, zpſo faFo, depriv d 
of all their Rights and Frivileges. 
Tis true this Opinion has bcen look d 
upon as dangerous , even by the 
Princes of that Perſy aſton, who a1 © 
no: 
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not willing that their Authority 
ſhou'd depend on the Arbitrary Will 
of One Man. And from thence ſome 
have taken occaſion to call thoſe Ca- 
tholics who moderate the Power of 
the See of Rome, and only to give the 
Name of Papiſis to thoſe who require 
an unlimited Submiſſion to the Pope. 
But this Diſtin&hjon was never ſo ge- 
necrally known .or teceivd in this 
Kingdom as in other places. For in 
Popiſh Countries, 'tis the Intereſt of 
the Prince to inſpire his People with 
a leſs extravagant reſpeCtt to the Head 
of their Church: whereas in England, 
where the Roman Catholics have nei- 
ther a Prince nor Magiſtrate of their 
Perſwaſion, they are wholly govern'd 
by their Directors, and follow all their 
Maxims,unleſs they have Senſe enough 
to perceive the dangerous Conſle- 
quences of theſe Opinions, or by the 
Mildneſs and Integrity of their Tem- 
per, are naturally inclind to deteſt 
ſuch a barbarous and inhumane 
Doctrin, But, in the general, they 
are ea(ily perſwaded to look upon 
Proteſtants as Men that have forfeited 
all their Privileges, and are already 
doom'd to Death, for the Crimes of 
Hereſy 


T 
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Hereſy and Schiſm, by the repeated 
Sentences of ſeveral Councils. And 
tis plain that thoſe who are poſicit 
with ſuch a Prejudice will never 
heartily acknowledge the Title of a 
Proteſtant Prince; fince they reckon 
our Religion a ſufficient ground to 
deprive a People of the natural Pri- 
vileges of a Civil Society. 

It has been, upon all cccaſions, the 
conſtant Praftice of the Faction, to 
accommodate their Notions to the 
various Humours and Inclinations of 
thole whom they endeavor to draw 
into their Party. For as they enter- 
tain ſome of their Proſelytes; with 
Projects to deſtroy the Liberty and 
Privileges of the Nation, they infinu- 
ate themſelves into the good opinion 
of others, by exclaiming againſt the 
Prerogative of the Crown. When 
they meet with Perſons that are fond 
of a Povular Government. they pre- 
tend to be of the ſame opinion, exal- 
perate their Grievances, and pers 
{wade 'em that 'tis the Intereſt of the 
Nation to weaken the Power and 
Authority of the King, that, upon the 
firſt'occaſion,they may 'be able.withleſs 
difficulty, to introduce a Republican 
Government, N A\* 
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When Father At the ſame time, they make uſe © 

rl ne other Artifices to delnde thoſe who 

the Republi- are ſuperſtitioufly addifted to Mo- 

cans, be uſually 1axrchy. They exaſperate their Zeal, 

RS, fill their Minds with unreaſonable 

ty, and com- Jealouſies, and by ſcaring *e«m with 

_— falſe Alarms of the Progreſs of the 

zims of Deſpo- Republican Party, endeavour to ſe- 

tic Tyranty 3 cyre their Aſſiſtance for the Intro- 

2-9. wang ducing of Arbitrary Power, as the 

Parliament is, only Way to keep out a Common- 

—_— a wealth. For tis their uſual cuſtom 

pured in ths tO tamper with the' moſt violent Per. 

Kingdom. S0* fyng of all Parties, that, by animating 

rhe Hitory of em one .againſt another, they may 

ons inEngland, divide the Nation into oppoſite and 
Book I. jrreconcileable FaCtions. 

They Jlabour'd to perſwade the 

World that the late King might juſt- 

ly aſſume an Arbitrary Power, that 

he might reign without a Parhament, 

and abſolutely renounce all Contradts 

with his People. And even after he 

had dcſerted the Kingdom, and was 

declar'd an Enemy to our Laws, Re- 

Iigion and Liberties,, by the Repre- 

ſentatives of the Nation; they. bad 

the confidence to pretend that he 


was {till our Lawful King. 


But 
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But the Artifice was too groſs to 
paſs upon a whole Nation: for, in 
the firſt place, they muſt have per- 
ſwaded us that We were not a Peo- 
ple, but a Multitude of Rebels, that 
had forfeited all our Privileges, that 
were condemn'd by our Prince, and 
had neither Laws nor Parliaments to 
protect us; that, like a company of 
Robbers who had eſcap'd the Exe- 
cution of Juſtice, we maintain'd our 
Illegal Poſleftions by an unjuſt Force, 
and had no Title either to our Lives 
or Eſtates; that we were Slaves by 
Law, and Proſcrib'd Malefactors, and 
couſequently were in a more wretch- 
ed Condition, than it we had been 
actually Conquer'd and Subdu'd. 

lefled be that Almighty Goodneſs 
which dcfeated the Contrivances of 
our Enemies, and gave us a King, 
upon whom they cou*d never faſten 
the leaſt Aſperſion, who manages the 
Reins of Government with an equal 
and Steddy Hand 5; who: never was, 
and we have reaſon tq believe, never 
will be Gailty cither ot Tyranny or 
Remiſcneſs ; who will neither oppreſs 
us himſelf, nor Suffer us to opprels 
one another ; and has always purſu'd 
N 2 {uch 
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ſach Maxims as are moſt agreableto 
the admirable Conſtitution of our Go. 
vernment, which preſerves the Juſt 
mean betwixt the arbitrary Tyran- 
ny of Deſpotic Power,and the Tumul. 
tuary Liccntiouſnels of Anarchy or 
Democracy; and will neither futfer the 
Parliament to make Laws without the 
Authority of the King, nor the King 
to Govern without the Advice of his 
Parhament. 

But ſince they coud not Debauch 
the Fidelity of his People, by con- 
rroverting his Title to the Crown; 
they made uſe of that pretext to en- 
courage the deſperate Bravo's of the 
FaCtion to murder him. They told 
'em that they cou'd not be accus'd of 
conſpiring againſt the Life of a King ; 


* Capt, Fiſh- * ſince the Prince of Orange had no 
| 4 

er s Depoſition, 
T See the Bi- 

/p of Seif- that the ſame Pretence was alledgd 
{obs s Order, 4» 
bout the begin- 
ning of April. 


right to that Title : * And it appears 


as one of the Reaſons for the deſign'd 
Invaſion. 

The whole Nation was alarmd 
with the common Danger, and the 
Parliament, eſpecially, made ſerious 
Reflexions upon the Deſigns of our 
Enemies. 


His 
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His Majeſty's Speech to both Hou- 
ſes was ſeconded by Sir William 
1rumbal, who, ina Pathetic Harangue 
before the Houſe of Commons, ac- 
quainted that Illuſtrious Body with 
the particular Characters of the Wit- 
neſles, the uniformity of their Evi. 
dence, and theimprobability of their 
Conſpiring together to deceive us ; 
and from all theſe Contiderations 
concluded that there was never leſs 
reaſon to doubt the Truth of a Con- 
{piracy than of This. Such a diſcourſe 
as this was very Seaſonable, and even 
neceſſary at a time, when ſeveral 
Perſons were endeavoring to make 
the whole Diſcovery pa{s tor a bicti- 
on, cither becauſe they imagin d that 
the King and Council had been im- 
pos'd upon, or perhaps becauſe they 
wiſh'd that we had: been convinc'd 
of the reality of the Deſign by the 
Execution of it. However, Time and 
the Confeſſion of the Criminals have 
ſtopt the Mouths of thoſe who wou'd 
have ſtifl'd the Diſcovery. And the 
Parliament, to expreſs their Zeal and 
Afﬀection, -in ſuch a dangerous Jun- 
cure, made the following Addreſsto 
His Majeſty, which was preſented by 
both Houſes in a Body. N yz We 
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vw E Tour Maje(ties moſt Loyal and 
Dutiful Subjefts, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in 
this preſent Parliament Aflembl d, ha- 
wing taken into our . Serious Confiderat ion 
what Tour Majeſty has been Pleas d toCon- 
municate to us this Day,Think it our Duty, 
in the Firſt Place, to give Tour Majeſty 
moi# Humble Thanks, for having Ac- 
quainted Tour Parliament with the great 
Danger Tour Sacred Perſon hath been ſo 
nearly Expos'd to, and the Deſign of an 
Irvaſion from our Enemies Abroad, We 
Eteartily Congratnlate Tour Majeſties 
Happy Preſerva!ics, and Thankfully 


Acknowledge the Signal Providence of 


God in it, and at the ſame time Declare 
our Deteſtation and Abhorrence of ſo 
Villanous and Barbarous a Deſign. And 
fince the Safety and Welfare of Tour Ma- 
jeſties Dominions do ſo entirely Depend 
upon Tour Life, we moſt Fumbly __ 
Tour Majefty to take more than ordinary 
Care of Tour Royal Perſon. And we take 
this Occafion to Aſſure your Majeſty of our 
utmojt AſſifFance to Defend Tour Perſon, 


and Support Tour Government againſt the 


late King James, and all other Tour 
Enemies both at Home and Abroad ; 
| - herety 
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hereby Dec/aring to all the World, That 
in caſe Tour Majeſty ſhall come to any 
Violent Death (which God forbid) we will 
Revenge the ſame upon all Tour Enemies 
and their Adherents; And, as an Inſtance 
of onr Zeal for Tour Majeſtys Service, 
we will give all poſſible Diſpatch to the 
Public Bufineſs. And we make it our 
Defire to Tour Majeſty to Seize and Secure 
all Perſons, Horſes and Arms, that 
Tour Majeſty may think fit to Apprehend 
upon this Occafion. 


His Majeſty receiv'd this Addreſs 
in a very obliging manner, and was 
pleas'd to return a moſt gracious An- 
{wer in theſe words. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Thank you heartily for this kind Ad.- 

dreſs 5 On My Part you may he Aſſur d 
thar I will do all that us within My Power 
for the Preſervation of this Kingdom, to 
which I have ſo many Obligations ; I will 
readily Venture My Life for Preſerving 
tt, and-Recommend My Self to the Cont? 
nuance of Tour Loyalty and Good Afﬀettions. 


At the ſame time both -Houſes en- 
ter'd into an Aſſociation todefend his 
'T — Mas 
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Majeſty's Life, and to revenge his 
Death ; and, particularly the Houſe 
of Commons agreed to ſeveral im- 
portant Reſolutions, 'Twas order'd, 
That leave ſhould be given to bring in a 
Bill to Impower His Majeſty to Secure 
and Detain ſuch Perſons as tis Majeſty 
ſhould ſuſpe# were Conſpiring againſt 
His Perſon or Government : And Re- 
ſolv'd, That an Humble Addreſs ſhowd 
be preſented to His Majeſty, that He 
wou'd pleaſe to iſſue out His Royal Pro- 
clamation, to Baniſh all Papiſts from the 
Citres of London and Weſtminſter, 
and Ten Miles from the ſame : That 
all the Members of the Houſe ſhou'd ei- 
ther ſign the Aſſociation, or declare their 
Refuſal ſo tg do 5 and that whoſoever 
ſhou'd by !i'riting, or otherwiſe affirm 
that the Aſſociation was Illeg 11, ſhowd be 
look d upon. as Promoters of the Deſigns 
of the late King and Enemies of the 
Laws and ] iberties of the Kingdom. 
'T was allo Reſolved nemine contra- 
dicente, that a Bill ſheu'd be brought in 
for the better ſecnrity of his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government, with theſe 
Clauſes. 1. That ſuch as ſhall refuſe 
to take the Oaths to his Majeſty, ſhall 
be Subjed to the Forfeitures aud Penal- 
tes 
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ties of Popiſh Recuſants, Convid. 
2. To infli® a Penalty on ſuch as ſhall 
by Writing, or otherwiſe Declare, that 
K ing William is not Lawful and Right- 
ful King of theſe Realms, or that the 
late K mg James, or the pretended 
Prince of Wales, or any other Perſon, 
than according to the AF of Settlement 
of the Crown, has any Right ta the 
Crown of theſe Realm:, 3. To ratify 
and confirm the Aſſociation enter'd inio 
all his Majeſtys good Subjetts, for tbe 
Preſervation of His Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government. 4. 1hat no Perſon 
ſhall be capable of any Office of Profit or 
Truft, Civil or Military, that ſhall not 
ſren the ſaid Aſſociation. And 5. That 
the ſame Penalties be inflicted on ſuch 
as come out of France, as upon thoſe 
that go thither. 

Nor muſt we forget that wiſe and 
important Reſolution of tie ſame ho- 
norable Body, in purſuance of which 
twas enacted, I hat whenever it ſhall 
pleaſe God to «fe62 theſe Realms by the 
Death of His Preſent Majeſty. the Par- 
liament then in being ſhall not be diſſolv d 
thereby, but ſhall continue until the next 
Heir to the Crown in Succeſſion, ac- 
cording to the late AF of Settlement, 
fhall diſſolve t he ſame, 'Twas 
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"Twas alſo Order d, That the Spea. 
ker, upon Preſenting the Aſſociation to 
His Majeſty, ſhou'd make it the Requeſt 
of the 1Touſe, that His Majeſty wou'd 
pleaſe to order, that the ſaid Aſſociation 
of the Houſe, and all other Aſſocia! ions 
by the Commons of England, be lodg d 
among the itecords in the Tower, to re- 
main as a perpetual Memorial of their 
Loyalty and AﬀeTtion to His Majeſty. 

The Aflociations of both Houſes 
were almolt the ſame, as to the ſenſe; 
and therefore I ſhall content my ſelf 
with inſerting that of the Houſe of 
Commons, becauſe of its Conformity 
to the abovemention'd Reſolutions, 


Hereas there has been a FHorrid 

and M_ Conſpiracy , 

Formed and Carried on by Papiſts, and 
other Wicked and Traiterous Perſons, 
for Aſſaſſunating his Majeſty's Royal 
Perſon, in Order to Incourage an Inva- 
fron from France, to Subvert our Reli- 
gion, Laws, and Liberty: We whoſe 
Names are hereunto Subſcribed, do Her- 
tily, Sincerely, and Solemnly Profe(s, 
Teſtifie and Declare, That his Preſent 
Majeſty, King William, is Rightful 
and Lawful King of theſe Real s. And 


we 
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we do Mutually Promiſe and Engage to 
Stand by and Aſſiſt each other, to the 
utmoſt of our Power, in the Support 
and Defence of His Majeſty's moſt Sa- 
cred —_— and Government, again 
the late King James, and all his A4d- 
herents. And in caſe his Majeſty come 
to any Violent or Ontimely Death (which 
God forbid) We do hereby further Freely 
and Unanimouſly Oblige our Setves, to 
Unite, Aſſociate, and Stand by each 
other, in Revenging the ſame upon his 
Enemies, and their Adherents ; and in 
Supporting and Defending the Succeſſion 
of the Crown, according to an At made 
in the Firſt Tear of the Reign of Kin 
William and £2xeen Mary, otituled 
An A& Declaring the Rights and Li- 
berties of the Subjedt, and Settling 
the Succeſhon of the Crown. 


His Majeſty receiv'd the Aſſociation 
very graciouſly, and expreſs d the 
Senſe he had of the Zeal and Aﬀecti- 
on of his Subjects in theſe obliging 
Terms. 
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Gentlemen, 

Take this as a moſt Convincing and 

moſt Acceptable Evidence of your 
Aﬀetion: And as you have freely Aſſo- 
ciated your Selves for Our Common Safe 
ty, I do Heartily enter into the ſame 
Aſſociation and will be always ready 
with you and the reſt of My Good Sub- 
jeFs, to Venture My Life againit all 
who ſhall endeavour to ſubvert the Reli- 
gion, Laws, and Liberties of England. 


And afterwards His Majeſty was 
pleas'd to ſay, That he would take care, 
' that this, and all other Aſſociations pre- 
ſented to Him, ſhou 4 be Lodg'd ampng 
the Records in the Tower. 


While the Parliament was taking 
ſach etfe&ual meaſures for the Secu. 
rity of his Majeſty and the Nation 3 
'twas thought fit, in the moſt legal 
and regular manner, to ſatisfy of+ 
tended Juſtice, by the Conviction 
and Puniſhment of ſome of the moſt 
notorious Conſpirators. Twou'd be 
needlels to give the Reader a particu- 
lar account, either of the Proceedings 


at the Trials, or of the Behaviour of 
the 
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the Dying Criminals; fince there can 
be nothing added to the public Re. 
lations of the former, and there is 
nothing remarkable in the latter but 
Hypocriſy and Paſſion. This is the 
genuine Chara&er of the Declarations 
they left us of their Jaſt Thoughts. 
One of em owns the Crime for which Charnoek. 
he was condemn d with a kind of 
mpious Oſtentation; and yet, in 
another place of the ſame Paper, he 

ſeems to acknowledge the Infamy of 

it, by endeavouring to vindicate his 

Party from having any hand 1n it. 
Another, in ſpite of Nature, wou d 5si- John 
a&t the Part of a Hero, and was not Freind. 
aſhamd to. pretend that he dy'd a 
Martyr, tho tis plain both by his 
Conviction and Confeſſion, that his 
Puniſhment was the juſt Reward of 

his Treaſonable Practices to betray 

the Nation to Papiſts and Foreigners. 

One of 'em is angry with the King,g,, 
becauſe he wou d not pardon a bar- 
barous Aſlaflin, and was the firſt Per. 

fon that ever had the Confidence to 

charge His Majeſty with Cruelty : 

And another leaves us a terrible In» cranvourn. 
ſtance of the Divine Juſtice in har- 
dening impenitent Offenders , by 
ending 
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ending his Life in a Tranſport of 
Fury. 

But fince nothing can excuſe us 
from doing Juſtice even to our moſt 
barbarous and implacable Enemies, 1 
think my ſelf oblig'd to make a more 
honorable mention of Sir William Par- 
kins, He acknowledges the Aſlaſſina- 
tion to be a Crime, and repents that 
he was concern'd init. He ſeems to 
have been afted by a miſtaken No- 
tion of Honor, and to have aim'd at 
anAppearance of Magnanimity, which 
he did not well underſtand. For he 
wou d not be perſwaded to name the 
Complices of his Crime, tho he had 
ſome reaſon to belicve, that an inge- 
nuous Conteſlion might have procur d 
him a Paidon. A generous Principle, 
if it had been better plac d ,and if, by 
preſerving his Friends, he had not 
ſavd the Enemies of his Country. 

The Convicted Criminals receiv'd 
the Sentence and Puniſhment which 
the Law appoints for Tr-itors; and 
their Quarters were exposd in the 
moſt oublic places, as a terrible Ex- 
ample cf the juſt Severity of an 1n- 
jur'd Nation, and an Admonition to 
their Traiterous Friends, that _ 
who 
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who are not capable of nobler Sentr- 
ments might at leaſt be reſtrain'd by 
Fear, 

in the mean time the FaCGtion per- 
ceving that all their pernicious Arti- 
fices were either diſcover'd or deteat- 
ed, rcſolv'd atleaſt, to pay the laſt Ho- 
nors to their expiring Cauſe, Three 74- 
cobite Clergy-men, pretending to be 
Miniſters of the Church of England, 
under pretext of afliſting Sir Joh 
Friend and Sir William Parkins ai their 
Death, gave 'ema general Abſolution 
for all their Sins, without obliging 
'em either to confeſs or declare their 
Abhorrence of the particular Crime 
for which they ſuffer'd 3 and by ſugh 
an impudent and irregular AGion 
put a public Afront upon the Go- 
vernment and the Nation. 

Two of 'em were apprehended in 
order to be proſecuted for ſo het- 
nous a Miſdeameanor ; and, in the 
mean time, the Church, of which 
they pretended to be Members con- 
demn'd their Proceedings in &x Pub- 
lic Declaration of its Jndgment on 
that occaſion, which was ſign'd by 
Fourteen Biſhops who were then in 
| Town, and approvd by thoſe who 
were 
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Avon yyere- abſent. In that Paper, they 'r 
ſenſe of declare that they diſclaim and deteſt [ 
= the Principles and Practices both of ] 
mm v* the Criminals, and the Three Mi- t] 
niſters who aſliſted -em; that they t 

diſown and abhor 'em, as highly t| 
Schiſmatical and Seditious, dan- h 

geruus both to the Church and at 

State, &c. Je 

Thus while our Enemies both at cl 

home and abroad, were mourning } 

the Fate of their blaſted Project, H 

while they ſuffer'd all the Horrors O 

and Torments of Rage and De- ir 

ſpair, the conſtant Attendants of {i 


Diſappointed Revenge 3 we had the e 
pleaſure to behold the happy Pe- fi 
riod of the diſmal Tragedy, and h 
the bleſt Event of the blackelt and N 


moſt barbarous Deſign that ever was tl 
ſet on foot. We obſervd, with in- tc 
expreſiible ſatisfaction, that our Al- t] 
mighty Protector had convinc'd our O 
Enemies, by a very unwelcome Ex- a1 
pericnce, of two important Truths, | Þ 
which they cou'd never endure to ſt 
believe, That His Majeſty's Life 1s tl 
neceſlary for the Preſervation of his el 
People; and that his Subjects are 1n- C 


ſeparably 
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ſeparably united to him, both by 
Duty , Intereſt, and Tnclination. 
This is a olorious Confirmation of 
the Title which they preſume to con- 
trovert, and a convincing Proof of 
the uſtice of his Cauſe, w+iich God 
himſelf has vouchſaPd to eſtabliſh 
and confirm, by the execrable Pro- 

jects that were form'd againſt him. 
The World has been fo long ac- 
cuſtom'd to ſee his Majeſty *Expoſe 
his Life for the Preſervation of his 
Subjeds 3 he has bravd Death ſo 
often, and run thro ſo many Dangers 
in our Deferice, that it cannot be 
ſupposd we ſhou'd be ſarpriz'd at 
every. new Inſtance of his Genero- 
ſity. But that the Preſervation of 
his fingle Life ſhou'd ſecure a whole 
Nation from impending Ruine 3 that 
the Rebels at home durſt not at- 
tempt to diſturb our Quiet, becauſe 
they knew that he was alive 3 that 
our Foreign Enemies ſhou'd 1wnmedi- 
ately retire upon the News of his 
Delrverance ; that the whole Nation 
ſhou'd place their only Confidence in 
the Perſon of their Sovcraipn, and 
enter into a ſolemn and unanimous 
CERecy to Detend his Lite, and 
O Revenge 
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Revenge his Death, there is ſome- 
thing ſo ſurprizingly Great in ſuch a 
Combination of Wonders, and fo 
conſpicuous Marks of the Finger of 
God in the ſeveral Inſtances of our 
Happineſs, that *twou'd be equally 
impiqus and abſurd, to aſcribe our 
Deliverance to a lucky concourſe of 
fortuitous Accidents. 

As His Majeſty's Life is our only 
Security , and the Foundation of 
all our Hopes; the happy Union 
that is now ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd be- 
twixt us and our Soveraign, 1s of no 
Jeſs importance to the reſt of Exrope. 
To this we owe the advantageous 
Change in the Poſture of Affairs, 
abroad ; 'tis this that has reduc'd our 
Enemies to more reaſonable Terms, 
and makes way for the Concluſion of 
a general and ſolid Peace. 1 

When the long expe&ted Time 
fhall come, that the Juſt Deſires of 
thoſe who long to ſee Peace and 
Franquility once more eſtabliſh'd in 
Exrope ſhall be accompliſh'd ; it will 
appear, and be acknowledg'd by the 
grateful World, that as Exgland was 
deliver d from Slavery and Opprefli. 
OR, 


a © 
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on, by the- Bleſſing of God upon His 
Majeſtys generous Undertaking, ſo 
'twas England that had the greateſt 
ſhare in the general Deliverance of 
the Chriſtian World. 

Time and Experience will ere long 
- convince us of this great and impor- 
tant Truth, and Poſterity will for 
ever acknowledge the Immortal Ob- 
ligation. And even tho it were poſ- 
ſible that future Ages ſhou'd forget 
their Great Benefactor, the Benefit 
will remain, notwithſtanding their 
Ingratitude, as long as there ſhall be 
Laws in England, or a Free People 
in Exrope. 
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